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REPORT MADE AT: 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


Kansas City, Mo.|Jan.30, '22. 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Jan.29, 'Z2. Donald Ee. Long. 


JANES P. CANNON THE WORKER'S 


PARTY. . - SEIT tee 
(Nata 1 Chat DN bf tm. 
ra a 
FACTS DEVELOPED: sr F E a “i 
: i ford 
ee wh, ‘Nee 
At Kansas City, Missourie : 


VIS 4 ng 
By direction of Agent in Charge, Oscar Schmitz, Agent 
on January 29, 1922, attended a meeting at 207 Hast 14th Street, Mercar~ 


tile Hall, Kansas City, Missouri, where 


JANES P. CANNON, 
Chairman of 


National 
'THE WORKER'S PARTY" addressed an audience of about 
three hundred. 


CANNON stated that “THE WORKER'S PARTY" 


was 
Sastaaas in New York City last month when 148 delegates from the 


ot 


different organizations throughout the United States assembled; that 


Rkits purpose was to unite the radical elements in the United States 
Nee to one great party; 
S 


ae 
ee 


LS 


that they must work from within the trade Union 


gat? 


) 
Yand that when they have power and strength they will strike as they 
“$ptruck in Russia. 


ORMATION COON 


ALL ENF 
HERMITE f 
DATE 

és ie 


8 UALA 
4, 


CANNON praised the Soviet Government of Russia and 
save his audience to understand that it was only through the greatest 
2, crifice that they can do what the Communists did in Russia. 

GONPERS and JOHN L. LEWIS were severely con- 
demned and referred to as but the messenger boys of the Capitalist. 
CANNON devoted much time to the old cry of the Capitalist against 
}-—dhe_ Worl ng many and declared tink iGonmanian". wed their only 
natives Wise th@ destruction of civilization. 


EB 2-1990 /; The audience was about 25 per cent were aig cscst 
.— Wor. J Bw eh) ‘ _ Riel ae 
i “REPERGNGR2 2 ee Dak orfrns REPORT FURNISHED TO: z pe 
hy arr Y, 
y, a - 7—1168 
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Meetings of "The Worker's Party" are to be held in 


this hall he pana and third Sundays of every monthe 


"the Workers Party of America" have their literature. 
Department at Room 405-80 East llth Street, New York City, N. Ye 

CANNON did not indicate where he would go when he 
left Kansas City. . bnew a 3 . : ae 
OPEN. | | 
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| Gannon 4g an pei, dannoe have been 
horn in Kansas, of inglish-Irish descent. He is” 
stated to have been a member of the i. Wie We: 88 well as 
of the Communi st Labor Party. 
in 1919, during the ‘ooal strike, a radical paper 
under the nang of "The Workera’ Worla" was published in 
Kangas City, Missourt, gidjeat being the editor, and d6- 
sause of the arytioles in thia paper, he was indicted 
for conspireay to obstruct the production of bituminous 
o0al, Later a demurrer to this: indictmont Was guateincd. 
Sab jest wad 8 dphegate to the Convention in Chicago ; 
in 1920, where the Commantat iabor Porty am Communist 
Party eombined, forming tke Uni tea Communt st Party. He 
was dope eved to hava been a member of tbs Cont ral Exe ue 
tive Comalttes of the United Commnist Party, and to be an Bas 
acoiate editor of "The Toller". He wae district organi ger 
at St. Louis for the Uni tea Commnist Barty of Amer 10a. 
#ollowing Bub jeot's attendance at tha Chicego Con- 
vention, he made his report,. ‘fro m whith 1 the beeli oaths is 


quoted: 


COPIES DESTROYED 
15S JUL 6 1960 
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"In regard to mass sotion, there can be 
no question eg to whether the Communist Party 
is a legal organisation or an illegel organ- 
izstion, bequuse we sdvoeate the overthrow of 
the Goverment through armed uprising, and 
therefore we have to continue to stay an under- 
orga organizetion until we wring the power 
from the capitalist class”. 

Cannon has becn reported 68 a member of the Ad- 

 -vigory Coumittee of the Priende of Soviet Russia, aso 

to be & menber of the Aavisozy Committee of the American- 
Rassian Pederated Relio? Comnittec. Subject wae a mamb ex 
of the sub-committee on Progrem, Manifesto ani Xesolu- 
tions, ot the Convention in New York City 4n December 1921, 
st which the Workera' Porty wea formed. 

Cannon ia listed in the "Uj Hlore” ag President of 
the Contral Dxecutive Committeo of the Workers' Party, sad 
is elsawhers reported under the title of Rational Chalrman 
of the Workers’ Party. . 

Subject left the United States on May 10, 192 a8 8 
passonger on the 3. 5. ‘reatvie" en route to Rneaia. The 
Party nene of this subject 18 "Cook". fhig ia interesting 
in view of tho fact thet in June 1922, one Cook took yart 
as & representative for North Anerica in the preliminary 
meeting oY the Uscoutive Comittee of the Thin International 
at lioscow, and wag else alectad to the Internstional Com- 


wigeion to mako preparations for the Fourth Congress of the 
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Commniet International, to take place in November, 1922. 

After a etay of a number of months in Russia, Cannon 
has returned to the United States and ia now making a tour 
of thie country saa a speaker for the Workers' Party. The 
subject of his speeches ia *fho @ruth about the Russia of 1922 
as he saw it". Cannon's Speeches deal particularly with 
esonomic conditions 1a esis aud the Trade Union movement 
there, he claiming that the Wnions are in reality the vory 
packbone of Russia today; tint they have tha prtection of 
tae Soviet Government at a21 times snd ave much mare effec~- 
“tive in Russia: then they are in the United Siates. 

Gaxly in 1988, subject was reported to be & represen- 
tative in thia coumtry of the 3e@ Prade Union International. 

In "Ihe Worker” for February 17, 1923 (official organ 
of the Workers" arty) Cannon is ropoated as say8ng: 

"he Soviet Goverment will not build industry 
upon the misery of tha workers, or perme foroign cap- 
{tel to do so”. 

In Cannot's speeches during his present tour he is 
reported to have confined himesif to a at goupsion of con- 
ditions in Rugsis, without BpAOeSNE upon the situation in 
the Uni ted States. 
It may be ¢f interest thet Cannon ia reported to be a 
graduate of Kansaga University ani to have been admitted to 
the bar, although never practicing. 
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In 6 report from our Cleveland, Ohio office, dated 
April 24th, 1923, it is etated that Cannon, ss Chairman | 
of the Workers’ Party of Ameri os, eddreased an open me etd ng: 
on April 23rd, 1925, at Cleveland; in which ho represent~ 
ad that he wae delivering @ personal messege from the 
Pourth International Congress. ab Mowe ow whieh WES held 
in tho suamar of 1922, - Ho detailed the developments of 
the Communist Party in France, Germany, Italy, Norway, 
aha Ozecho-Slovakis, explaining why it ia negessary to 
have centralized control froa Hescow, and a0 forth. 

He also impreeaed upon the delegates from Amorica that 
the Central Executive Committee should control the pole 
. fees of the Workers" Party of Ametiiea as well as other 


| x Communist Parties of the world, There was Qirculated. 
! Ss at this meeting a booklet entitled "Burns! and Daugh- 


erty's Attack upon Labor ani Tiborty", published by the 
Labor Defense Council, 166 West Washington Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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REPORT MADE AT: | 


Kansas City, }io. 


REPORT MADE BY: 


Oscar Schmitz 


DATE WHEN MADE: _- | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


ee 50,'22, Jan. 30,'22.) _ 


fo¢ xe 
fe De 


TITLE AND CHARACTER,/OF CASE: 


: re: - 
U. S. vs. JAMES P. CANNON y :Violation Section 37, 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


a Kansas City, Missouri. 
Reference is made to previous reports in this 
sonneetlens Both CANNON and — BAKER were indiced by the Federal 
Grand Jury at Kansas City; Missouri, during. the nation wide Coal Strike, 
being eearend with radical activities from Kansas City, Missouri, into 
| the coal fields at Pittsburg, Kansas. | | 
On the eara inst. a ‘demirver to the indictment. 
in this case was ‘sustained end CANNOW and BAKER. released. 
JAMES P. CANNON | is: now Chairman of the 
WORKERS PARTY and in the past. his aceteitres have been in the East. 
He made a speech at 207 EK. 14th Street, Kansas City, Missourt, on - 
the 29 th inst, -this meeting being covered by an Agent of this office. 
(See Agent Donald E. Long's report in re:J AMES P. CANNON, (National 
Chairman)” THE WORKER'S PARTY, made Jan. 3O, 1922, in this connection. 
Closed at ansas city. 
te | ok Fey” 
Reed by’ 
FEB 2~-1922 


Van. J. burns. 


pe seers rae, 


. sour ASE. 
ab sere nesOu COM . 
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ana\,CHARLES BAKER. 7 :Penal Code. : _ : 
~ wT S : j aan - 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) oer) 
(N.Y. ile No. ‘Rt472-R) 


ructions from Special Agent in Charge Edward J. Breman. ( i 
DaTe WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH Mager REPORT MADE BY:. ae 
5/25/22 | .,5 heb /2e” Joseph G. Tucker. Bi, 
: arvases. ee mars > 
roe ; ue ey 


He informed me that Dixon is unknown to him, but that he would 
make guarded inquiries concerning this man's identity and report at the 
earliest oppdrtunity. From records at hand in this office and information 
received from P= _ Ub it would appeat that the man known as "Cook" is | 
identical with James Pp. Cannon who has\been active in radical labor cir-' 
cles for a number of years and has more recently been connected with the 
Communistic movement in this country. Canno is presumably en route to 
Russia at this time, having sailed as a passenger on the 5S. S. "Latvia, "| 
May 10th, ostensibly as a member of a unit of thd Kuzbas Colony which 
sailed on that date. As Cannon is supposed to retum to this country 
within a few months, it is an oper question whether or not he has gone t9 
Russia in the interests of the Kuzbas movement or the Communist Party, 
‘lthough it seems much more likely that his trip is in the interests of 
the Party. | | 


N 5 1922 
Any information regarding his aalaay (Ve Bark gic} » may be 


reported to the Party in this country will, no doubt, be _legr> er a : 
‘ feats FS aH —-, ~.CORD 
and reported to this office. G1 


REFERENCE: . | Copies OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED 7 shington 1.3) New York . ) “OGL 
GER-5/ 24 /22-°1-17335-14 eR 
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Best possible image. . 5 ieee 


\ BE 
ae, 


way 21, 1922, 


Ure ried Hos ton, 
Rede rok Hass, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Near Gir = 


Reference is made to sy sommunieation of “ay 24th 
end your reply of Jans 7th oonserning oma COOK and one DIXON 


According to information just receive: £--~ 
stats Repartmant , oe ‘WANNUN has been meneloned in cata 
received from Ottawa, Gunada, as "“LLeld avrvector" of the 
Labour film service. He is also reparte’ to bé he editor 
of the "Soiler ." ; 


Aco ording to the Steio " jrtment, an intercepted 
Letter from Noecor to a Canadian 4] ut onigt suggested 
that Cannon repreeents the sed Ja -rnaticosl of Lebour Uniensa 
in the United States, but Charles &. feott, in aeveral letters, | 
ene of then of recent date, meats aed one joseph vixen ag 
holding this vosition. | 


it 1s therefore dep & thal you ace overy 
possible effort to secure for’ iofoymation upon the aliages 
used by Gannon, and partionl: éhatier or not ha aud Dixon 
are identical. a 


Divectore 


4573 ri 
= avpagts OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS To , 
ATHE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 


CENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


: : J : : 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE UL 1 7 1999 
WASHINGTON - . DIVISION,” : 


gr 


In reply refer to «July 13, 1922, 
U2 a ; ae : 


| oar Mr. Burns : 


Information has recently been received from |. 
Ottawa to the effect that onetdJ. P. Cannon has. been 
mentioned as "field director" of the Labour Film 
Service. He has algo been reported tobe the 
editor of the "Toilér." 2, 


An intercepted Setter eis Moscow to a Canadian 
revolutionist suggests that Cannon represents the 
Red International of Labour Unions* in the Unites 
peateee 


But Charles E Wks in severed letters, one | 
“of them of recent date, méntions one JosepiMDixon as 
HOG Og the last named position. ; 


I should appreciate your advising me whether 
Cannon and Dixon are identical. 


| 195, 
vege ?¢ 1d 


: : ¢ 
William J. Burns, Esquire, Ade 


. Director, Bureau of Investigation, Ce aa ae 
Department of Justiée. _ ea 
eae Lae rio et 


f a | Rin» - ; 2 
. ; : : ui? J, ee , ‘ 
hus ey | a “Sides 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


. / JOURNAL MEMORANDUM a 
| aan age, FPGAS TIED SETAE 


Date... JRIF-14,.1923. 0 oiics Batta, Montana, So 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: ty! ae 


JAMES P. CANNON - Lecturer — | Sorkers Party of America 

Origin of Case Agent, DeHlsDio kason, Butte, Monte eee Date 7 BP 23 

Local Office No. See et Bureau No. STATE mivashsy Other Office No. 4948 
heed to Special Agent De He Dickason. 3. eee aes Date 1-9-23 of: 
Reassigned to Special i eee ee ee a Ree ee te Nii cist ates wecdtow tee Ss 
Reassigned to Special Agent... eouatnoee De i Seka 
a. STATUS OF. CASE an 
Referred to U.S. Attorney Saal tehh Seeks eases Eas erred geal Dettiaed er: Sane oes oe 
U.S. Comm. Warrants Issued - giaida? ete oeaaes _ A a re faunas 
, Preliminary TSAR caress ce cinhet alah Shere satan Ms acide. er 8:1: Rens ee eee ee Cee 
. Continued Hearings eer ere, Tree weer : ooteeeiede Bees ee LD :\ : See nee ae er eee 
. Presented to Grand Pe i eng he NOt nese cnr ha 1): ae meen SRR ne an PPE 
Indictment FS Ae Mose las yaoi tht ca hus aie! ce fe Se TORREY i opts cccettst sees 
dieuiehinent and Plea me ots seueae: Se DRO hoe Sth este fs 
met for TR a gente DEER Renee et 
" = Verdicts fo... thoes Dad eatin teens Se es Diaitecccc fenceeaeaste ae ee ts 
{ Remarks: Concluded 7-14-23 Space Abt es ad ies Pearse blah Blatter bE oe, Chen he ie on 


: 3 : NOTE.—This form is to be! pewriter or ink, 
| GOT ERNMENT FRINTING GFFICE ne % a? ae ca “heey, vet 
ee) ons a . 


UW ee te OE, see eto eee wen ee Ee ae ed Soy oh AI 
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61-682 . 


tir. Bed Brennen, 
Box £43, City Hall Station, 


“4 


pear Oixr «. 


Reference if “iede bo my communication of 
May 24th conmeming one ne ani one DAF OH 


‘According to intarvation just received from 
the jtate department, J.PUANNON bas been mentioned in data 
regeived fron Ottawa, Canada, as "field directox" of the 

shour iMim gervice. lie is also reported to be the editor 
Of jthe SOTLER, - 
ie ; Aasovding to the State Department, an interdepted 
/ether from tloscow to a Canadian revolutionist suggested — 

a ‘that Gesnon represents. the 98 International of sbor Unions 
meets the tigited States, bat. Charles 3, Goott, im several letters, 
| (stm. of than of recent Gate, mentioned one Joseph Dixon as 


| RolGing thig posi tLoite | 


a j “4 


Ib is therefore desirsd Ghat you wake every 


if LA ponsitbhe effort to seonre fucther information upon the aliases 


ae 


2 aee4 by Gannon, and pextiouLarLy. whether or not he and Dixon 


jo \ere identical. — - 


I fa 
Tp 
, 
4 : 
/ ea 
} a 
> \ 
- ‘ FY 
s a + 
Ee 
AY _. 2 
i / ade 
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GPR. Joly vl, Lek. 
61-682. _ 


“Mrs dB Rooney, | | 
Box 466, _ se 
Chicaso, Fils. 


Neer fire | _ os : 4 


aefevence ie made to inyt odmmanioutson oF 
Yay 24th conoernin: ope GOOK and ime | oTKON B. 


_gocording to intormatien flat yagaived fron 
‘ns Shate Lepartment, J.P .C anion hag heel. neagkionsd in date 

roel ved. from Ottawa, Canada, ae "field directar’ of the — 
Taboar tbe Gervice.s il ie alse isp te be tha editor 
of the "Todier.™ 


Scedrding §o the. stati Dep sabi nt, aft Pascecea 
jetter from Hoscow to @ Canadian fey ole ta at su gees ted 
that Gagnon represents the Red International of Labour Unions 
ain the United States, tat Charles Ba Beott, in Baveral istters, 
one of Shem of recent date , neath ona ofe ane Dixon as 
holding thie position. 


it 18 therefore aseired that y nin ke every 
poaeible effort to secure further ormetion upoo the aliases 
used by (oanan, aad partionlerly inet her of not he and Dixon 
are identisals 


Ho bl Nag t < 7 
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Best possible image. 


7 _ GAR Re 
(81-6826 


Brs UebeHurley, | 
state Department, 
Washington, 


dear x, Burley - 


Gite reference to your comupisation of $he 
13th inetant requesting information as to whether or not 
CANNON and DIXUN are sdenticnL, J~ desire te oall your 
attention to a copy a & report ef agent vuoKer, at 

- New York City, for May ahth, whieh wae forwarded to your 
office under date of June let, 192%, in ra = ONE COOK AND 
ONG DEW + OOMMIUNL, 2 ACTIVE LIS « 

ings receiving the above repdért of Agent 
mekor, ft have been eadeavoring to secure farthex informa< 

Sion upon the aliases veed by CAIION, bot to date I have 
mot with no résults. , : | 
mg GLeveland office of this Gureae sent ia 

ga conflicting report upon this matter, and aside fyom these 
two xeports, other fiaid offices of the Barsan have b een 
unable ta secure any intorustica upon this subject. 


tiie 800K BR further information 1a y cceived, 
¥wAL dé shad to forward the axe tO yore 


Yours very, truly, 


7 

4y fo, 

Yb F te 
: Hiractote 3 


| fie waa : 
: F SSE TT, pa mene en 


i : ° . 
; = : . Wwhre . 
: ] : : ST 
é i 
A}, oh , 


, ; 
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OFFICE OF fs ( . TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8160 
SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE. ~ Nae : tS "POST OFFICE BOX 241 
” ; gt ; Ciry HALL STATION 
- 4539 ! Department of Justice 
Bureau of Investigation — | GeneRal gs TELLIGENCE 
f a op | 
15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR | iy ; 
New York, N. Y. ( : aap § 1922 . 
July 25th, 1922. 
Director, 


Bureau of Investigat on, 
Department of Poe Sy: 
Washington, D. : 


fo! CANNON ALIAS COOK & 


Oh bee Sy RE 
be ee {PH DIXON, 
Ue 1 8 Gommunist Activities, N.Y. File No. 
o  R=172,- 


Dear Sir: 


Replying to your letter of the 2lst instant, initialed 


FIED 


GPR/JR, 61-682, which states that J.P. Cannon has been mentioned 


NCORT 


Se in data received from OttOWa, Canada, as Field Director of the 
Se ae, Film Service, and is also reported to be Editor. of "The 
Cee 
& see rps, you are informed that "The Toiler" has not been issued 
ae Sat | . 
Pa - gince the formation of The Workers' Party of America and was 
Bos : 
ad 
=p 


| supplanted by "The Worker," which is the official organ of ‘the 
latter party. | - 


The editors of "The Worker" are J.Louis HEngdahl and 


William F, Dunn an informs me that Cannon, 


(whose Party narfie is Cook) was never editor of "The Toiler; "9//, 


oe. 
also that Dixon and Cannon are two distinct pall Cannon © vo) 


<p 


- Bead ay 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D)_ ‘SUL Z8I922 —_. 
/ tie. Baron, | 
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_ Union International. 


IGT-WED —}.. 


Director | 


With reg4rd to Dixon, I am informed by the 


that the former is from Chicago and is 


closely associated with the Red Mrade Union Internation +, to- 


gether with Foster. "Dixon" is also said to be Earl/R. Browder, 
oe article by whom aivensaon wae 16.0of the July number of "The 
Labor. Herald - Canadian Number,” which is published in Chicago 
month Ly by The Trade Union Educational League, of which William 

2. Poster is ine hast. Foster also has a story in the same issue 


On page 12. I am transmitting with this letter a copy of the 


publication referred to. : : = \ 


It might be aadea that The Trade Union anes osene 


League is thought to be the eat expression of the Red Trade 


ne 
N¢ . 


mAOLOe - 


NW 51370 Docld:34261532 Page 17 


. . ‘ ‘ : . a r > 
ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO ss . y 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE ‘ : 5 Oe 
WASHINGTON, D. C. c ¢ of 


SENERAL INTE 
DEPARTMENT OF STAT GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


WASHINGTON Os fet : 


DIVisiow 
ee ee 


duly 27, 1922. 


py 0b 


Dear Mr. Burns: 


Information has been received through the Embassy 


at Berlin from the office of the Secret Police Section 

6f the Foreign. sb ae to the effect that at the beernatus _ 

of June 1922 one “Oeor took part in the preliminary 

i / \ _feeting of the Executive Committee of the Third Inter- 
Acne in Moscow as representative for North America. 

He has also. been elected to the International Geuindsaton 

which is to make Preparations for the Fourth Congress of 


al acre toned PRIOR Trl eyes See? 


the Communist. International ee take, place in November. -_ 


nasal rn let 


This is undoubtedly ‘the. same individual upon whom 


we have. hed correspondence in the past. ff =f 


William J. Burns, Bequire, 


Director, Bureau of Investigat ry te Te Burne . 
| Department of “ustice, - . 
. . geeeaine ton: D.C. AUG 1 0 1922 


ee 59 81 1KS 4 Lyf eps FINS 
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4 x 
Ma ‘ 
= 
ee / : 
453 p 


GPR.IRs 


~ 460- IE FIAFNG tty - eo 


MPs Us elurley, . 


Stato Depastnent, 


Wadhineton. 


eat lReliurley ~ 
| Vath uoference to you? aormmaleatton off 
the 27th ultino, relative to one COUK, I desire to 
| 4bform you that the real gane of thie individual, As, 
| dAiss CANNON, who is knowns to be $n ego ow at the ‘meaent 
tims | - | 


My 


¥ would appreciate any informetion which \- 
you way be able to proguye upon this individual. “ae 


os | | Yours very ixuly, 


\ 
t a 

4 \ i 

i! { \. 

ree 

z aa, i an 

\ Ucg Ht 

{ ’ . u : 


\ 
* 
o 
& 


'Do~. 
yy, Wp 
; Up “ke %, 
Ne “Ane 
2 - on ‘Gs, e 


Alpi d 
August 2, 19220 ~ 


Wi eve WSs 


ome 


, 100 TE GIPEK a 


‘Director, Bureau of Investigation, 


RECORDED ’ 
Department of Justice, Se 
Washington, D. C. SH yy 
' Dear Sir:- Attention, Mr. Hoover-2 — . Ui 
SS . bs 


ape - Reference is had to your letteyof July 21, 1922, 
initialed GFR-JR #61-682, commenting on your communication 
of May 24th and my reply of June 7th, coneerning oné COOK 
and one DIXON. —i( a ae és 


In the second paragraph of your letter of July Zlst 
you state that you are just informed that Je P.CCANNON has — : 
been mentioned in data received from Ottawa, as "field direstor" A hg < 
of the Labor Film Service. You state that he is also reported ~ mes 
as editor of the "Worker". ; 


This matter was again taken up with confidential sources 
- of information and from one: such source I was informed that J. Pe 
GANNON of the "Worker", New York City, is the same CANNON who has 
been offered a job as field director of The Labor: Film Service in 
Canada. Furthermore, this informant states that if CANNON accepts 
. the position just mentioned one Je LOUISXENGDAHL will succeed - CANNON 
ee Oe, on the editerial staff of the "Woryer"s Informant further states” 


| 
. Reg that CANNON is not the only representative of the Red International : | 
' 
i 


in America:, others being DUNN, LORE, SOLUDZKY, SALTZMAN, OIGIN, KATTER- 
| FELD, and others. | ae id oe 
ae ‘ : : > 

\ 


From another confidential source Agent is advised that there ; 
iz - are in fact two J. Pe CANNONS in radical circles. One is JAMES P/ CANNON I 
- . _ National Chairman of the Workers Party and he is in no way connecfed with 
J a the other J. P. CANNON. This informant states that JAMES P SWCANNON i 
| is now in Soviet Russia, as a representative of the COMMUNIST PARTY OF H 
AMERICA, and is believed to be active in the. Red frade Union Internationale -; 
iz . being originally an Ie W. We This informant further states that the | 
second J. Pe GANNON is JOHN P.-CANNON, a Socialist and Trade Unionist, ~ | 

formerly of New York City, and while there was connected with The Labor 
Film Service. -He states that while JOHN P. CANNON was in New York 


q “=. Spt wake y, Ae : abs at . af 
| NW51370 Docld:34261532 Page 20 = ss , Pare 


a ; . fe 
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“Director, Buream of Investigations B/ 2/22 


City JAMES P. GANNON was in the West. He states that JOHN P. CANNON 
is now Field Director of The Labor Film Service in Canada. ; 


It will be noted that there is a conflict | of, opinion between . 
these two informants, and this office is at a loss” to ‘know which, if either, 
of these informants is correct. 


The information given,’ however, is passed on to you for whatever — 
it ‘may be worth. ; 


Yours very pte . e ae Ee my 


(be. MORTO 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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| Best possible image. ad 


ay 


iSBR 
oe OFR. OR. a 
a AUS Ma auguat 9,198, aa 
foo- ISIAIL-KF | - sO 
Mee Tahmuxley, | _ 
State Depay tme nv, 
WER) He wom.s | 
Neer ty Hurley - 
. | “4th farther reference to previous core 
TeBponide toe with trig offlee eongerning one C007, ait one 
DEVON, 7 desive to call your attention to ‘the grelceed 
aepy of a ocomunicetion fro uy Cleveland, thio, offise 
on this mbjest. | : 
Whe infor:atiog gontainot in ‘x. Morton's | 
Letter may be of little wasistence in view of 448 ¢ on. 
fliating nature. | : 
Yours very tule, ne Ss 
go Fhe 
“go? ra we Hg 
or pe tox 


Q 
“os ee 
wget . a 
4 fel : 
uo fous 
aa ait 
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Test ac ons received Phi Special Agent in Charge Letherman,. Ay Fh 


This cage: sitet cell “at Boston. Journal to pee: ‘ade at Originating yo pees 
3 Ctrice—th Py ; 
pare WHEN MADE: 


2/24/1925. 


REPORT MADE AT: — 
Fos lw 
Boston, Mass. 


PERIOD FOR WHICH REPORT MADE BY: 


2416-23/1923 


: ; “FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


GO JaMBS P. CANNON, : New York City. | alleged Communist. 


_ wana HD s/-6.4¢ cll (Bostdn file No. 199/30) 
At Boston, Mass,; Abb INFORMATION CONTAL 


AERELG £5 UNCLASSIF — 
pate % is fe Oe cela. ! . 
Informant, while at a meeting of the Majority Seeeine of 


the C. P. of A., 60 Eoper ses Square, Boston, Mass 4, Was advised that 
to 


JAMES P. CANNON,. organizer of the GC. P. of A. and & delegate/the In- 


he 


_ ternational Congress at Russia, hes just returied to ‘the United States 
from Rubeies This statement was made by comrade J.\F. MULLEN, of 
Boston, acting chairman of the meeting, who also stated that the C.E.C. 
of the Communist party is to make arrangements with CANNON to address 
mass meetings in this district on behalf of Soviet Rusbia, in order 
that the workers may not be misled by the cept init papers of the 


United States in reference to the true condition of Russia. He alsa 


re ee ne an eet : 
¢ 7 2 Pris Bataan to gi Sb ih wa 


stated that CANNON'S campaign in this district will ba in reference 
to organization work on behelf of the Workers Party of America and wil 
start on or about March 4th, next, the first meeting provably occurring , 


at Lyno, Masse, 6n that oe These meetings will ootesr ‘e@ until March 


10th, when CANNON may go to ‘philadelphia and later return to complete 


After comple ting his tour in this section, 


| | MH --, LPH ITE PE 
he will then go tothe western part of = 


his tour of New England. ~ 


WMAR\ 2 7 1925 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ° 


MULLEN. GENERAL INTE eae ; | 
ZZEUE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ‘ 
gps aes MAP ? 1923 ROUTED TO: {7 | 
| Divi MOOVER | | 
UA ee " TIRSH THG'PON-2z- NEW YORK CDIY | 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 2 7—1169 
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SE x tae Ge Ty = 8 ee ee 
2EPORT MADE AT: DATE ¥ 7 PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT Nv 

| sy 

| New York, N. ¥. Feb. 27519235 | Feb. 27, 1925 GeOen _-acFTe _ ee a3 
[TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: : 


RE: PWORKSRS PRTY OF AMBP ICA: | oh 
NJ.P CANON & K-, RADZIVANOVICH - Tours. 7 A 


Res 


Facts pgveLoreffe wy Yo rk . Ne. Ye . HAR i A: 


J.P.CANNON, who has returned alter spending six months in 


Russia, will tour the United States lecturing on “Present Day Russia 


His itinerary is as iolows: March 4, Lynn, Mass., Laster Aid Ass'n. 


Hall, 34 Andrews St. 3 PMs Marek 5, Peabod y, Mass. Levin Hall, 10 


ox the Communist International, admissi on by 


| 

| Peabody Sq- 7 PM; Mareb, Lanesville ,Mass; Mar.6, Peabody,Mass. Lec- 
1 

| ture on 4th Congress 


ticket only. Mar. 10, Phila. Pa., Tabor Lyceum, Charles & Walnut sts 


, ‘Mar. 14, Bridgeport, Conn; Mar.15, Hartiord, Conn; Mar.16, Spring- 
rield, Mess; Mar.17,Worcester, Mass ; Mar.18, two lectures, Boston, 
Mass; Mar. 19, Gardner, Mass; Mare 20, Fitchburg, Mass, Mar.23,Cunic y, 
Mass; Mar.24, Fall River, Mass; Mar.25, Lawrence , Mass. tvo lectures; 


i! 
Mar. 29,Providence, R.I. 4.S$.A-Hall, Westminster St. 8 PM; Mar.d0, 


New York Central Opera House. 
RADZIVANOVICH will speak on the "Labor Movement oi america 
and the Needs o2 the Russian Colony." He has already visited 


several cities am will continue his tour as 1ollows; Kenosha,Wis. 


Mer. 3; Milwaukee, Wis. Mar.4th; Racine, Wis.Mar. 5th; Grand Rep ids, 


| iich.Mar.8th; Flint, Mar.9; Detroit Mar.11,.— al ale eal 
C7 ~EF- Ram ae 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
PoP bie pe OB —} i fA. e922 
7 7 . mA, > Fate G ee A, a4 

10h 4 BS fol fltio DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


HERETS 13 Y SLASSIBIED P el 
| | vare_¢{d {40 Bi Ap. inlet Bl Wel 
COPIES OF TH $ REPORT FURNISHED TO: va = 
Wash. £; Boston 1; Phila 1; Harttordl; Prwvidence 1; Spring- 
1ield 1: Milwaukee 1; Grand hevids 1: Detroit 1; Pittsbur 
Cleve. 1; New York @eee™™m™m ge 7—1160 


BOLT, Re 


Agen 


Pittsburg, Mar. 135; Brie, Mar. 15th. 


ROUTED TO: 


wIIOVER 


REFERBNCE: 


i. ‘i 
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eee pa BO ee 


_| ago. returned from a ene stay in Rus Slae Announcement was made in 


Attention - Mr Hoeaes oe 7 ae ae | 40207-1 eee 
Case originated at a sua FR 2S ee 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


2 
REPORT MADE BY: 


2 Ee 4 3 EI : 
peer ct =. AT ys Vv 7 pare WH NO MADE 
Sprinefield, li 
TITLE AND CHARACTER oF CASE: : : 1 : > . 
"JAMES P. CANNON ; Alleged Communist 
Chairman, Workers Party of America, J a 
Speakers: Committee 


PPER 


ores oii ATE z08 chi aa 


-FACTS DEVELOPED: 


At es Mass. 


Party of . Ameria meting, to the effect tat the agitation “committes of 


| the, Workers Barty of America, nas been notified by Ce Bee Ruthenberg, - 
chair jaan toe: the SxeCH Wye committee, Workers Party of America, Room 
405, 799 Broadway, New York city, that arrangements have’ been fadectes 
Subject to speak in various towns and cities in New agents Arrenge- 
ments are being made to secure a hall-at: Palmer's | 


Confiaential Sneommeud SeoteG that Sub ject had about four months’ 


Ruthenberg" s letter to the effect ‘that Sub ject would speak on "The 


Fourth Congress ‘of the Rus sian International”, “Central Burope", ‘and 


"Phe Russia of. Today". 
‘Subject is to speak at the , folowing places: 


Fitchburg, Tuesday, March 20th, Sai ma Hall. 2. 
Quincy, March 22 ,25, Finnish Hall. ae 
Revere, March ath, Labor EyCeu eS og 

. Lawrence, March e5th, A.T.W Hall ; » Se 
West Concord, Ne H. ,March 26th, Finnish Hall’ a 
Providence, R.I. March eoth, Ae Ooh + HEL Bo nog wore pues 


Cannon is to ne accompanied by a 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Russian speaker, name not knovm to ae vier Pye 
7 Mee tee lOZs 


vir. caak 


informant, “but uns states that the Busatan DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI 


has recently graduated from the: Rand ROUTED TO: ere 

aes ee - HOOVER | eee 

REFERENCE: COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO ; _ : an : 
> Fe EW TORK é. SPFLD 1 


t a Vi BCE 2 
cay 2; Ses a 3 PRO D are es wo eoee AD PROP 


- 7 j 355 . ; Xv _ eee , 7 o ; ; 
_ dames P,. Cannon ; C ren. 27,1928 A4U.* tter fe 


a : . che os Sa , 3% ne y ots An Sa 
*s 01 of Social Science, and by a woman, who is to Speak in the Finnish - ae 


—w 


language and Who. it is ‘understood represents the Kar jalan Trading Coupany, 


with headquat poke. at. len York city. on en : y 


At the We P.A. meeting this date cards were passed around ‘bearing 


el eat oediinel 


_ the name “Olga Kaivola" (tranglated Prom #inaisn reading) "Zar jalan 
‘Trading Corporation, 4015--8th Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. Accomodations 


| 

| for 300 expericnced electrical, brids e; structural iron worker's 5 concrete 

cons truct ion’ SRE TMCRTE “and.men having knowledge of manufactur ing optical 

[ supplies. id ‘e ~~ eo a _ _ mt ae s 7 

Hen “able: to speak Russian, Finnish , Gemén or POTish~requested. sree 

; meet. Representative Delegate 1 Kai vole for speciel information. At 

’ Springfield, M. Koski; ‘Fitchburg, John Hill; “Gardner; Mat ti ‘Tai tonnen; 

7 Adem’ John Sua “Westfield, Arvid Nymen; Palmer, Hi12d Yoitaao; Athol , 

| and besees, “Pulkkinen; oreéater, Alok Shava and: Tima Xontunen." va 
Information. tre. also received to the ettect that Maissi Hei kkine) a _ 


a 
of New York ‘City WIa.8 arranging committees in the eastern part of - 


Massachusetts, and that with e@ Finn from Boston and another ‘from Monson, 
ie’. , names not known to informant, a. meeting was to pe ne 1a ‘sunday, 
‘March 4th, Peabody Masse, at which time this committee -wowld be nemed. 
7 UNDEVELOPED LEADS | | 
“copies of this sepowt forwarded to Boston, Providence and Hew 
York offices of the Bureau. | | 


Case CONTINUED. | 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 


JOURNAL MEMORANDUM 


Date... Feb. 28 , 1923 Office . Springfield linge, 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: . wee ~. 
JANES P. CANNON, Chai rman, “side ad Communist 
Worzers Party of America, Spanitene Committee —_ 


A 
Origin of Case __fonTiden tial Information Date.._Peb.27,1923 
\ z et, . . 
Local Office Nis: 4-207 -1 ph edi Bureau No. i fe kd. Other Office eee ee ee 
Assigned to Special Agentdn Che sAslePottor poh Bedace ats’ Date... Pebe27, 1925 
be 
STATUS OF CASE i 
_ | , 
Referred to U.S. Attorney _. 22-22 e ee eee . 
So U.S. Comm. Warrants Tes ls Sscecactos et aver xc te te ee Nn Datteie.co kee es ee SR mM 
| { : (Name of commissioner.) ‘ 
_ 4 Benner Pee SR ootethd we ed seas ao usta ater thda genase ig DANS cca Bola Sees ten Sorc ne. 
Continued Hearings --.._...-.--.-..--2.01 2-2. oe PEE oe ee aE ee os MG a laela ss eet Aas Benes: 
\ ji ; - e 
| ik Presented to Grand Jury .-_.2._.--------.------2 eee eee DR Gand aa) han oot nae els 
{ 4 
. Indictment Returned ____.-. 02. o eee eee mune ADC iat ieee eens oth aT elt foe's 
| f. ; ; PP 
, f Arraignment and Plea _........-....- no-no nnn ene DRG ae ana ee iy Set 
Set’ for Trial Bodie Sit Bal ABS a ee SI: TEA eee cos ee APT el DD MGs use Ce ek 
(Name of judge, court, and place.) 
ATOUIG VeRO eG a Soa it le eat Scat de th hee ee Ed oS | DS. 1: Eon ne ee 
i TRON AU RS iets here Sh a cetatac a | Bete cea ae es Reet oto? hae tn In cn ce fo weecn te Mines dy gaieel 
De gg Sh oa al pete ee th at et, 
j ai 
i 
Y 
PS Rpt ee meee thee a Bata sac ade ate RAS aN tS elect se oa le Soe De | Be 
a = : . NOTE.—This form is to-be filled in Py typewritcr or ink, : 71256 | 


L | eommnrermecres Gb2 (Ff hed 
to ee ESeKE z cae 
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eIns truetions received from Special Agent in Charge Lethermen. “as 
2nis gase originateat Boston. Jeurnal to br made at Originating © ae 
Office ONLY. ae 


REPOR- WADE BY 2s 
2 ji 7 ot 


DAW WHEN MADE: 


Mar.14/25. 


: 4 
i _ REPORT MADE AT: 


es sere 
Boston, Mags. 


oO JAMES P. CANNON, New York CYty. a Communist 


National Chairmen, : 3 Activities 
Workers Part of America. : 
| " gag stopeph 


Pa a ei ALL I RHATTO co o 
a v bi eee . bey 


pate_9/F BY Sp - 2 sce f hp 
On March 4, 1924 ‘Informant atterfied a mass mee ting hela in 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


War e4-5/1923, 


tasters Heli, Lynn, Mass, at which meeting FAMTES P. CANNON, Naticnall- 

Chairman of the Workers ‘Party. of America who hag just returned fr'om ie 

Soviet Russ ia, was the wine iel speakey. 
I j | Announcement was made at thé meeting that Mr. Cannon was a 3 

recent observer of the economic polidy of Soviet Russia and of the 

Steps taken by that country to builg on the Communist system of pro- 

duction. Mr. Cannon, i qaeaaeten. had also observed conditions in 

‘the Red vite and the activities gf the Fourth World Congress. 


Mr. Cannon stated that he desired to inform the American work- Le 


ers that Soviet Russia had may internal political troubles, as well as 


med: 


tho Se of an economic nature,/but that that goverment had systematically 2 


fought these troubles on the battle fields of Russia against the armies 
) of WEEDB © « and Kolchak, a¢ well as having fought the Mensheviki organ- 
ized and aided by the capitalist governments of the world, claiming tha 


an economic erisis had /been Ss an Rus $ ia by the capitalist powers 


; of the world. Cannon/continued,MAR 27 1825 bad BSE PETS UREN dan 
ee Wap iD! Tin | 
ne oe, 
American workers, ireluding myself, HAR 2 0 199 
| 2. 

had learned of Rusgia only through the agar 19 19093 —~ 28109 


‘DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


capitalist press And through their, 
: : , “| Route TO:, 


conceptions of gonditions existing in 


HOOVER 
REFERENCE: . COPIEY OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: WAS pe 2 W.Y. C ivy ¥-23 BOSTON 2s | 
; i | . ty ) 
E /O @— SS. SQ 2 — Oe a 
; GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE | . ~=T169 
fi, FOTA(b) (7) - (D) 
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as 


abe, . - 8/14/1923. 


Russia; but after six months of persoual investigation in Russia he 


had a different opinion. He Stated that Soviet Russia, under control 


of the Communist leaders, had overcome politicel and economical dif- 
ficulties and that the crisis as practically over, beceuse the Red army 
under the control of the icin anes Party of Russia, is well organized, 
the farmers and peasants are work ing in the interest of Soviet Russia, 
and the Red frade Union Internetional is controlled by party leaders 
whomare working hand in hand with the government to build up its econ- 
omic policy. 

After a study of conditions in Russia, past and present, the 
speaker has come to the eonclusion that that the Soviet form of govern- te 
ment hag been firmly established in Russia and is there to stay. 
Russia, neuenee, the speaker said, is looking to the workers oi the 

' world to come to its assistance and support the economic policy in 
Russia, and for this reason is in need of materials of industry for 
building and agricultural purgesess He also stated that Russia oust. 
be freed from the so-called blockade enforced upon her by the bour- 
geoisie countries of the world. It therefore behooved the workers of. 
America, as well ag the workers of other capitalistic countries,not 


only to organize to help the Communist Govern aot of Russia, but to 


organize powerfully in their respective countries to control the 
affairs in their own countries so that the workers may be in a position 
to establish an internat ional working and ruling class to co-operate 


with Soviet Russia. 


The speaker stated this was the first address he had made in 


7—1169 
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America to stand by Soviet Russia 


An admission of thir ty Cc 


persons were present. 


On idarch Sth Informant attended a similar mass meeting held 


at Levin Hell, Peabédy, Mass., also addre\ssed by comrade CANNON, his 


subject being "Russia Today". 


At this meeting the admission price was also thirty cents. 


His address here was, in fact, Similar to that delivered on March 4th 
at Lynn, Mass., referred to above. About 85 persons were present. 


It appears to be the intent ion of con adé CANEKON inhis tour 


ions in Soviet Russia 


to inform the workers of the country about condi 


and at the same time to:agitate the organization of the Workers Party 
and a political labor party und er control of the Communist Party of 


Americad.e 


At these meetings, in addition to charging \for admission, 


which were to 


the names end addresses of persons present were secure 


be sent to the Workers Party to form a list for use in p opaganda pur- 


CLOSED. 
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“File Hartford => «This case “oristanted at ew Veue = 


© lgtes & Sta Seth vournat to be made at originating office only. 
In sacttwds received com Svecial Agent in charg ite Doma —Bage 


REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Hartford, Conn, 3/16/23 | 3/14-k5 /23 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 
RE@J.P. CANNON aE Radical Metting = Alleged Russian 
° Communist speaker. 
ed assif ication 


__.... Limited 27 
FACTS DEVELOPED: —AuL INFORMATION CONTAINED) Revi onducted 
A? BRIDGEPORT and HERE) NCLASSIFIED See TanSerial 
zarmrorp: DATES 20 WM BY sececktt = Farha’ 


Report of Agent GEORGE Je STARR, New York City, 


WILLEAM S, LOUGHRAN | - 


Office of the Bureau under date of February 27th, 1925, entitled RE: 
WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA, J.P. CANNON and K KADZIVANOVICH - Tours, | 
New York File #R- 122-D informed that de Feu aioion who had returned after 
Spending six months in Russia would tour the UYnited States lecturing 

. on "PRESENT DAY RUSSIA". His itinerary called for ay engagement at. 
‘Bridgeport on March 14th, and Hartford on March 15th. RADVIZANOVICH 
was not schedu@ed to speak in the Connecticut District. Pes 


. Agent interviewed Sergeant James Coughlin, who has 


Bridgeport, on the evening of March 14th, and Learned that no permit 


for any meeting whatsoever had been issued by the police departnent for 


this date. An examination of the files regarding the meetings was 


ement. Agent got in touch with Lieutenant Be Hazelton of ae 
PR 


Precinct, located on the Bast Side of Bridgeport, where the 


bo. NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


charge of the issuing of permits for meetings etc.at Police headquarters 


made by Agent and nothing of value could be learned regarding this engag-- 


Russian 1923 


QOVESNHENT FREITING OFFIC: 


SIO~ KSF2f aT Ut 
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element reside, and he also Stated that, 
they had no information regarding any | one Tee" 
. MAL me 
meeting in their District on this date, 
. . , DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
‘Accompanied by Sergeant John Brown and a nes 
ZR Re 
| Officer #, LANGHAM, of the 2nd Precinct, ‘“oOY™ AS | 
REFERENCE: .. COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: © BS nae & for ea 
MR. HOOVER. 3-WasShington, 1-H, Y. 1-Hartford. PORN ro Ad Weierts 3 


File Hartford . ES 
#l4-168° Oo 3/14%15/23 | is Page 2 | 


“RE: dsPs CANNON. is ALLEGED RUSSIAN JOMMUNIST 


Agent made_a tour of all the halls located on the East side of 


Sridgeport, where meetings are frequently held. This included 
Bohemian National Hall, 506 Hallett St.,. Sokol Hall, 525 Hallett Stee. 


the Russian lechnical Headquarters, 712 Hallett St; Rakoczy Hall, 


Hallett St; and others. There were no meetings of any character being 
held at anyof the abowe places and the police reported they have kept 
a close surveillance on the activities of the RUSSIAN element in this 
section and they have issued instructions to the Secretaries and 
officers of the different clubs to make application to the police before 
holding any meeting of any kind. . 
Agent covered Socialist Headquarters, 306 Fairfield Ave., 


and learned that no meeting was being held theres Agent also learned 


that there was no meetings being held in the West und Section of Br ided 
porte | i 2 ~ 


AT HARTFORD, March 15th, 1923. 
Agent learned that subject is scheduled to speak at 


LABOR BDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE. HALL on Wind@or Avenue, Hartford, Conn., on| 


the evening of March 15th, 1923, and covered Sam@s There were 82 


persons in attendance and admission of 25 cents a person was charged, 


and a collection was taken up during the meeting amounting to about 


7.50. No literature was distributed. . Subject confined his 
remarks entirely to a story of his trip through Russia, and did not 
make any statement derogatory to the United States Go vernment. He 
stated that his visit made him realize the strength and faith of the 


RUSSIAN WORKERS in the revolution, also he informed that the govern- 


ment of Russia controls all of the railroads, the basic industries 
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oe ea co nah se ae fe Hag 
File-Hartford #§#.§ ™: _3/14-15 /23 . ae Page 3 y 
| 14-168 ; 
RE: J.F. CANNON ALLEGED RUSSIAN COMMUNIST 


j and. that the school system built by the Proletariat is wonderful. 


He stated that 70%. of the RUSSIAN Peasants are illiterate and that 


great efforts are being made by. the government to have the masses obtain 


an education. He mentioned about the Red Army, saying that there are 


es five million men under control of the government of high morale. Strikes 
are not impossible he informed under the Soviet Government, but the 
| COMMUNIST PARTY tries to avoid them by cogpromising with the trades unions, =.” 
He stated he attended the FIFTH ALL RUSSIAN. CONGRESS, when 1,000 ae 
delggates from all over ee ea Gas aeceent..? nha which was held in a 
MOSCOW, . and ZINOVEV who is close to LENINE and TROTZKY made a report = 
on the soakvevens of the government at the present time. He mentioned 
the phrase that the RUSSIAN LEADERS. have in vogue entitled"MAKE READY 
FOR PEACE, but BE READY FOR WAR". The speaker said that RUSSIA under 
the present regime could not stand alone, and that the leaders in the | | 7 
SOVIET REGIME are counting on revolutions sacine place in the BUROPBAN 7 
COUNTRIES, such as Germany and Hrance. He said that members of the 
| ‘PROLETARIAT are in these countries at present on tours with the object 
| of working with the radical leaders of those countries. 

| The speaker also mentioned that at the FIFTH ALL 
RUSSIAN CONGRESS, General aa of the RED ARMY was given the floor 
for a few minutes muRie and remarked to those present "TELL US WHAT 
YOU WANT US TO DO and we will do ity The speaker also said the RED 
ARMY also protects the trade unions , Whenever any friction arises regerd- 


ing strikes eta. The remarks of the speaker were not taken very enthus- | 


iastically by the audience and he was heckled by a few of the RUSSIANS 


! - in attendance. One of the questions asked of the speaker was as folldws:- 


71168 


NW 51370 Docld:34261532 Page 33° 


Fdle Hartford 


é cao | > : apes a oe ae 4 ee 
_ 44-168 - — 8 /14s38/23 - Page 4 ? Co 
RE: JsP. CANNON | ALLEGED RUSSIAN COMMUNIST a 


"WILL YOU ADMIT THAT THE PRESENT FORM OF GOVERNWENT IN RUSSIA 
WILL NOT BE ABLE T0 HOLD OUT UNLSSS THERE ARE REVOLUTIONS IN OTHER 


COUNTRIES"? ome The speaker answered "The Soviet Government has its 
back against the wall,it is entrenching itself so as to be able to 
| withstand any onslaughts Aesnbaioairy and otherwise and has given 

a little ground to the so-called capitalists who have leased concessions 

in Russ iad The Russian Government will not.be able to stand alone 


for many years unless outside aid is furnished by the Proletariat. 


of other countries. Private Cavital has come beck in Russia to a small 

extent but the Russian officials have full control of the situation." 
The speaker also remarked thatthe reason the government 

is allowing private capitalists back into Russia is for the vurvose 

of starting the factories on a large scale, ‘The governnent always 

controls the majority of the stock am ete in any of these industries, 


The speaker made no remarks about his itinerary and 


a 
f 


only asked for questions from the audience. He is described as. 
follows:- : 


Age about 34, height 5 ft 3", well built, smooth face, dark 
hair, parted very low on left side, wavy fashion, wears glasses 
with gold rims and gold side,bands, sandy complexion. 


The meeting scheduled for Bridgeport and Hartford were 
the only me ones mentioned in the itinerary of subject in this 
District. 


CASB CONCLUDED in the CONNECTICUT DISTRICT. 
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“~[nstructions, received“ ~om Spec ial- Agent in Charge. Letherman. le foals 
_This case originated a Boston. li. Journal to’ ‘e made at Originates ss 


we 


DATE WHEN MADE: | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


5/24/1925, 3/18/1923. 


REPORT MADE AT: . REPORT MADE BY: 


Boston, Mass. - 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


CHAMES P. CANNON +: Workers Party of Americ 


-Communist 
Activities. 


ys 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


, (Boston file No. 199/33) 


At Boston, Mass.: asREiN Yj ay S, 


On the 18th instant Infor: 


ant attended a mass meeting at 


' Paine Memorial Hall, 9 Appleton stfeet, Boston, Masse, under the 


auspices of the WORKERS PARTY OF 
fs 
CANNON, National Chairman of/that party, was the speaker. 


AMBRIGA, at which meeting JAMES P.- 


His subject was Russia Today". Owing to attenc ing 


it was late when dutovinant arvived, and 


another meeting at Roxbuyy 


the entire address of /CANNON was not heard, but it was Similar i 


mn, Mass., on the fourth instent, which Informant 


thet delivered at L 


attended, and whig CANNON stated was his first meeting on his tour 


After his return from Russia. 


of the country 


fcauiionit agtauke pid: wes taken. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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OOVERNMENT FRINTING OFFICE 7—1169 


Case originated at BUS LON: Journal to be made_ at Originating Office 


JNLY: Instructions(” eeived trom Special Agent — ‘a Charge Letherman, 


REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MACE: REPORT MADE BY: 
BOSTON, MASS. MAR .28,1923| MAR.2£6, 1923 JOHN J, O'BRIEN: 
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: & : 


if : : 
- ee ay oe ee ae ae ee “James P. Cannon, Speaker at Mass Meeting, — 
: | WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA - held in W.Concord,N. H. - Comunis t Matter. 


nat, ee mee ene bl a ee : 
aa ee 


. Bodh SaneacS ee aLt, TNPORUATION- CORTAESED 
FACTS DEVELOPED: 41 Wiest ( CONCORD, NH. HEREIN IS URSLASSIPL = : 


pate 6/9 vg 


| Based on information received by Special ° Agent West, 


| charge of the General ‘Intelligence Section of this office, to the effect. 


cipal speaker would be JAMES ', CANHON, Chairmen of this Party, and ae 


that a meeting was to be held in the finnish Hall, West Concord, N. H., Bla 
{ rem STNO s ero . hy 
under the ‘auspices of thé, Workers Party of America, at which the prin- 

| ares ak -" ae me : 

| 


| whose subject was to be "RUSSIA OF TODAY", Agent proceeded to Concord, 


t 


| N. He, and advised City Marshal George A. S. Kimball of the proposed ee 


mee ting. | 
City Marshal Kimbell detailed Sergt. C. FP. Wallace of the ae 

\- 

{ 


local police, in civilian clothes, to accompany Agent in covering meet- 


ing. The hall is located on Knight Strest, West Concord, and is known 
as Finnish Hall. At 8 p.m the meeting opened; there were fifty-five 
(55) people present, including seven (7) women. 


During his talk, CANHON mentioned tie fact that he had 


\ 
met and talked with frotzky and Lenine whom he referred to as the two | 
leading men in the world today. Admission of 25¢ was charged; no Lit- | 
| 
( 
H 


erature was distributed. Meeting adjourned at 00 nor wnirs inf rHese spaced yy “i 


¢ hy 
ie - £9 memoft aeconpep “924 
9:30 pm. Camon was the only speaker ofa et ee ~ 
z : BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ayes 
A notice of the proposed rue ee le ae | 
e : News Se fF ame J ; 
mee ting was p) ublished in the "Cone ord DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
"Daily Monitor" of March 26th, which act eat | 
ane s filed with this report. CLOS HD CY 
aD GENERAL INTELLIGE W3 
a. f REFERENCE: COPIES OF. THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 5 ENCE A 
a yay, este BY- JEK ! 
| |  |wTDe 199/33] WASHINGTON 3: BOSOM? jeff Ape = 1093 ee EK 
1 aes | 
: bese dorifty/orrice— 7—1169 
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TEB:GA APR Be 


April 2, 1923. megane 


swe i: | APT 2, Ni : 

| Sepa , a | ietiscs oe tis a i. 
scoot jo MEMORANDUM IN_ RBs gC, canon an nied ae: 
ze" a are Me ie rie ©. 

Ge here is listed the name JAMES P.. CANNON, es well 7h ' 


as JOSEPH P. CANNON, but they appear to be the same indi- 


vidual. 


Cannon is stated to be an American, born in Kanses, bor 
of English-Irish descent. He is stated to have been a menber 
of the I. W. Ws, as well as of the Communist Labor Party. 

In 1919, during the coal strike, a radical paper under 


La Oe een ten een eens, 
———_, 


the name of "The Workers World" was published in Kansas City, 


Missouri, sub ject being the editor, and because of the articles 
| 

in this paper he was indicted for conspiracy to obstruct the pro- ct 

duction of bituminous coal. Later a demurrer to this indictment. 

| | | 


was sustained. i ! 


1920, where the Communist Labor Party and Communist Party combined 


| 
t 
Subject was a delegate to the Convention in Chicago in| : 
forming the United Communist Party. He was reported to have been | 
a member of the Central Hxecutive Committee of the United beset. 
Party, and to be an associate editor of "The Toiler". He was 


district organizer at St. Louis for the United Communist ites y of 


America. 
| Following subject's sttendance at the Chior 


‘he made nis Tepery, from which the’ following is aaa al 


i =? 
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IN RE: J. P. CANNON ee 4 +e 4/2/28. 


"In regard to mass action there can be 
no question as to whether the Commuhist 
Party is a legal organization or an illegal . 
organization, because we advocate the over- 
throw of the Government through armed up-. 
rising, and therefore we have to continue 
to stay an underground organization until , 
wewring the power from the capitalist class". 


Cannon has been reported to be a member of the Advis-- 
ory Committee of the Friends of Soviet Russias also to be & oS 
. . member of the Advisory Committee of the American-Russian Feder- 
ated Relief Committee. Subject was a member of the sie ooumiesee 
on Program, Manifesto and Resolutions, at the Convention in New i 
York City in December, 1921, at which the Workers Party was formed. Le 
| Cannon is listed in the "Uj Elore"” as President of the a 
Central Executive Committee of the Workers Party, and is elsewhere 
reported under the title of National Chairman of the Workers Party. | 
Subject left the United States on May 10, 1922 as a 
passenger on the S. S. "LATVIA", en route to Russia. The Party. 
name of this subject is Cooke This is interesting in view of the 
fact that in June, 1922, one Cook took part as a representative | 
for North America in the preliminary meeting of the Executive Come 
mittee of the 3rd International at Moscow, and was also elected to | 
the International Commission to make preparations for the 4th | | 
Congress of the Communist International, to take place in November, |! 
1922, . 


| 
After a stay of a number of months in Russia, Cannon 
has returned to the United States and is now making a tour of this 

| 


country as a speaker for the Workers Party. The Sub ject of his 
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IN RE: J. P. CANNON ~ Sear 4/2/23 


speeches id, "The truth about the Russia of 1922 as he saw 
it". Cannon's speeches deal particularly with economic 
conditions in Russia and the Trade Union movement there, he 


Claiming that the Unions are in reality the very backbone of 


Russia today; that they have the protection of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment at all times. and are much more effective in Russia 
"than they are in the United States, 8s me 
Early in 1922 sub ject was reported to be a representa- i e 
tive in this country of the Red Trade Union International. . 
In "The Worker"<for February 17, 1923 kot tietel organ | 
of the Workers Party) Cannon is reported as saying, <2 
| "Dhe Soviet Government will not build industry 
upon. the misery of the workers, or permit foreign 
capital to do so". 
In Cannon's canine duside his present tour he is re- 
ported to have confined himself to a discussion of conditions in 
Russia, without speaking upon the situation in the United States. 
Sub ject's name, as appearing in the Uj Hlore, is given 
as JAMES P. CANNON, aq this is probably the correct name. 
cee | In closing it may be mentioned that Cannon is reported 


to be a “graduate of Kansas University and to have been admitted 


' to the bar, though never practicing. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
JOURNAL MEMORANDUM 
jo. Date. March 30,1923. Office BOS ton, Massachusetts. 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 7 7 
p | James P, Cannon, Speaker at Mass Meeting 


WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA 


held in W. Concord,N.#, - Communist Matter. 


Origin of Case STOGH LAO OMD La tine eee Date... Mar. 24,.'1923,. os 
he 
Local Office No. 199/33 Med stata Bureau No. bl~- G€4.. Other Office No. __-...-2.0----2---- | 
3 Assigned to Special Agent.........John J._0 )' Brien Sse Date..Mar. 24, 1923. 
Reassigned to Special Agent-____--.-.---- ede besa teeth a duead AS RA oo aihes at DDC pace taste eet et eo 
cee 
| Reassigned to Special Agent.:_.__.....---------------------------------------- 2+ WOO Gea eat ais aoe ae cee a ae as 


| | Referred to U. S. Attorney --.-----.--.--2------------- PePREAEL CeO mS Datetce NM ceceted eA ee es Py | af 
| | U.S. Comm. Warrants Issued ___.....-2-------------- eee nneneeee Date. ee ee a ee eee eS < 
: . (Name of commissioner.) oe Oe 
Preliminary PRGA co octet tenth sedation a Sesh a A eg a Dates srk hes ea eh 
Continued Hearings -_____.-.---2-----2 2-2 nnn ee ee Date: t-c.c0s: 22222225 etsteete oc ten d 
Presented to Grand ONG ect Efe ca teak ctlan soe Nate acm es eis 4 3), > eee eee OR Ee See On Ere ERE Sores 
[ Indictment Pe ginune ds ett Sete kt tse at cee ADE gee naa en 
Arraignment and Plea ee eae a Te ee DSt6s cute heh tet oats 1 
: Set for Trial______. a ee 5 Bid: ae ee eR Ae et ne . 
! 
i | 
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Department of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


hiy dear My. Harleys 


7 _ In coiplianse with talophonta request made. 
. by Hisa Wateon of vous office for information in OUP : 
7 ; pessession aonserning - Pe Canon, I em enclosing - x ae 
: | . | herewith & Gopy of a memorandum upon Lhis oubjeot. 
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REPORT MADE AT: REPORT MADE By: 


DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


Cleveland, Ohio | _4/10/*23 4/10/23 Je Vo RYAN 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 
e 


fide Pe CANNON ~ Chairman, Workers Party of America. 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


eee Clevelam File No. 9510 


| CLEVEIAND, OHIO. 
Confidential information seveale the fact that - J. P. 
CANNON, chairman of THE WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA, who retumed from Russia 


recently, after & six months'study of Russian conditions, is making 8 four or 


‘five months'tour of the country to tell the worlars, about the life of their 
Russian comrades. CANNON will spsak on "Russia Today" and "The Fourth 


Congress of the Commmnist Internationale" 


In the following meetings thus far arranged ,he will 


speak on “Russia Today" unless otherwise indicated; 
Pittsburg, Pa., Sun., Apl. 15, 2:30 P. Me, Labor Lyceum 
Monessen, Pas, Mon., Apl. 16, 8 Po Me, Fimish Hall, 525 6th Ste 
Youngstown, O« Tuee, Aple 17, 8 Po Mo Ukrainian Hall, 525 W. Rayen Ave. 
Cleveland, Oo, Sun, Aple 22, 2:30 P. Me Moose Hall.. 
Cleveland, 0., Kon., Apl. 23, 8 Pe. Me. hall to be announced later. 
Ee. Pittsburg, Pae, Tuee, Aple 24, 7:30. Pe Me Workers Home, Cor. 


Electric and North Avenues, May » i 
lew Castle, Pas, Wed., Apl, 25, 8 Ps Me hall to be announced laters — 1929 
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REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Cleveland, Ohio 4/13/*23 4/13/°23 Je Ve RYAN 
atte AND CHARACTER OF CASE: J . 
GJ. Pe CANNON. Chairman, Workers Party of Amricas 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


Cleveland File No. 9510 


Ww 


AT CLEVELAND? OHIO; 
Reference is made to previous report by this Agent, 


dated April 10, 1923, relative to above subjeote 


Literature is be distributed at Cleveland, Ohio, by 


members of the Cleveland branch of THE WORKERS PARTY OF AM:RICA, stating that JAMES ¥. 


set tpn net AF aa A SETS OE 


CANNON, national chairman of the WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA, will speak on April 22, 1923 
at Moose Hall, located at 1000 Walnut Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. He will speak on 
' *Russia Today after five years of Labor Revolution". The cards also state that hé 
has just returned from Russia, where for seven months he was a fraternal member ‘of | 
the executive committee of the Communist International at Moscow. That hea knows 
the facts about Russian industry, the trade unions and the Red Army. That he brings 
@ special message from ths leaders of the Russian Revolution to the American ‘workers 
| On the above mentioned date this meeting will be covered 


by our Agents, and the information received will be promptly forwarded the Washing to 


Bureau offices 


att ryt cournn 
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REPORT MADE. ‘BY: 


(or to order re: Journal Mi 


| PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


cage. originated | i 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


REPORT MADE AT: 


Cleveland, Ohio 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


A. D. ‘aebapaik 


4/24/1923_ 4/23/1923 _ 


re 


JAMES Ps CANNON — Chairman = eae pees of BIGE NCE 


ALL INFORMATION Semone 


| SERBIN I Ee Se 
At Cleveland, etana, ons dame Saf 8 ee aed & 


On April 23rd, 1923, at 8:00 ee JAMES P. CANNON, 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


‘Cleveland File No.8 File No.9510_ 


Chairman of the Workers Party of America, addressed an open meeting at 
Grdina'ts Hall, No. 6025 St. Clair RecaNes There was a mixed crowd of 
men, Women and children in attendance,- not exceeding one hundred and 

fifty weevils altogether a “The crowd was well dressed and very well be- 
haved. The red flag was not displayed Peon the stage nor any other 


part of the hall.’ There was, however, a small American shield in one 


| of the posters on the Bide wall. ~. 

| JAMES P. CANNON, as principal speaker of the aveniaa, repre— 
sented that he was delivering a personal message from the Fourth Inter- 

: He 


national Congress at Moscow, which wag held in the-sumner of 1922. 


detailed the developments of the Communist Party in France, Germany, 


Italy, Norway and Czecho-Slovakia. At this International Congress 


there was aopointed an executive cea Committee of twenty=five, whos 


function is to control the policies éf the various National groups of 


This ‘Central Comms tee'p 


cre spensible 


Communist Parties in Europe « 


FILE NO. 


only to the International Congress. 


CANNON explained that centralized con+ it 


trol from Moscow is necessary so as to 


guide the National Parties through 


rae ey 


REFERENCE: 


Hoover—2 


| 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: ~ 


Director 3: 


A 


| NW 51370 Docld:34261532 Page 44_ 


Cleveland ~ O--fS FY 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIC3 


eae 


7—1159 


Avent A.D.Mehegan Cleveland File ©9510 


4/34/1933 


their struggle with the Burgeoise and Capitalistic classes. 
The failure of the Italian uprising in 1931, when the WORKERS 


seized the industrial plants, did not succeed because of the lack of 


cohesion of the Italian Communists with the leadership of the Inter- 


nationale at Moscow. The failure of this Italian movement was also 


Pa 
rr 
t 


due to thedncolusion of opportunists in the pure Communist ranks. ° The 
Fascisti movement in Italy is locked upon 28 a temporary dictatorship. 
CANNON further ated that the Commuhts te of Italy came to the Fourth 
Interneticonal Congress at Moscow, acknowledged their weaknesses and ns 
faults, and subscribed to the future leadership of the Central Exeou~- 


tive Committee. 


In France the Communistic movement is now controlled by the 
Central Executive Committee, of Moscow, following a very severe strug- N 


gle against the opportunists and social democrats who were in the rank 


of the French Party. 


The Communist Parties of Norway, Germany, and Czecho-— 


Stem 


t ; 
Slovakia have lined up with the Central Executive Committee at Mosc Ow 


et 


and acknowkedged their superior authority and mandate to dictate 
their policies. = 


The Fourth International Congress urges tne application of 


IO OE Tat wera < Sa Rag eT 


\~ ee 
the "United Front" movement to the United States in the same manner that 


the woveient ae been applied in Europe. The Central Committee of the | =. 


Internationale believes that due tc its experience and muidance by the | 
Russien leaders who have rer through all phases of the class strug— | 
| 
| 


gle and revolution and final attainment of Communistic Government, 


q 
| 
| 
} 
: 
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Agent A+D.Mehegan 4/24/1923  Oleveland File $510 


that it is the logical leader of the Communistic movement throughout ~ 
the world. At the Fourth International Congress, America was repre— 


sented,— much to the extreme interest of LENINE and other Russian 


Leaders, and they held that the United States was not ripe for revolu- 
"tionary doctrine, and it was recommended that extremely radical papers 
and manifestos be discontinued, and that there be a réduotion in the ae 
Communi stic talk anda program for more actual propaganda work among us 
the masses be substituted. 
The Paper known as "THE WORKER" was shown to. the Russian 
‘leaders at Moscow aaa they made the pointed remark that "If that kind 


of paper was legal in America, what was the character of the iliegal 


Z or under-ground newspaper." . The under-ground paper of the WORKERS | 
a Party of America was shown to LENINE, and he wrote in lead pencil on eo 


the margin of the paper: "Stop this nonsense." This is:"The COMMUNIST" 


The Russian leaders told the Americans present at the Fourth 

‘|. Internationale that their energyishould now be devoted to the or ganiza~ 

tion and support of a powerful Labor Party or Labor Union, and that tim 
a 


and propaganda be spent on the development of "Class consciousness™ 


among the Workers of America» . It was held that outside of Germany, | | 
America was the best potential field for ete growth and spread of the ; 
revolutionary doctrine, as is peculiar to the Communist Party. The 
émericans were plainly told that it was folly and waste of time to 


talk revolution and destruction,now, in a land like America where the | 


Burgeoise was powerful and wealthy: The development of America in 


: Communistic ideas at this time was paratieieay) the condition of Europe 


I 169 
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Cleveland File #9510 


in the year 1913 before the World War. Russian Leaders further recom— 


mend that study classes be organized so as to understand and develope 


the real Communistic theories as they exist in Russia today3;— further 


that THE WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA, now 20,000 strong in the United 


States, should assume the leadership and absorb all other factions so. 


as to present a united front to the Capitalistic and Burgeoise classes. 


It was impressed upon the delegates from America that the 


Central Executive Committee should control the policies of the WORKERS 


PARTY OF AMERICA ag well as other Comnunistic Parties of the World; 


The ..last part of the meeting was enlivened by an oratorial\ 


fight between the representatives of the Proletarian Party of America 


and the WORKERS PARTY, championed by JAMES P. CANNON. § The WOREERS 


“e PARTY OF AMERICA has attempted to absorb the Protetarian Party, but 


ad ‘the latter object. After five or six fiery speeches by members of 


1 the Proletarian Farty and the WORKERS PARTY, CANNON hasily adjournéd 


the meeting. It is probable that the meeting would have ended in a 


fist fight had the discussion been further prolonged. 
There was.circulated at this meeting a Booklet entitled "Burns|' 

nn 
-|.and Daugherty's Attack upon Labor and Liberty," pubbished by the Labor: 


Defense Council, #166 West Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. This Book 


let will be retained in the Cleveland Office files, as no doubt the 


Director's office is already. supplied with copies of the publication. 
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. * This’ case seaipeesicns New York,N. Y. 
% { yriginating office ONLY: Gr oe Rapids Pile No.940. 


x 4, 
REPORT MADE AT: | DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD a) "19: MACE: REPORT MADE gr 


Grand Rapids,Mich oa 10, a May 9 25 Jos.#, Bayliss. 


“RE AND CHARACTER OF CA’ 


WORKERS PARTY OF AMBRICA: 
iiied.P. CANNON & I. HADZTVANOVICH P.CANNON &- Ke RADZIVAI NOVICH - Tours 
_EWORHATION COTSINED 


! jee ote aa we : aL = 
FACTS DEVELOPED: ees : . HEREIN ISU CLASSIFL 
AT GRAND RAPIDS,MICHIGAN. ‘pare 9/9 / 705% 
mand 1 Gg 26% 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent Geo. J. Starr, 
New York File Nio.R-172-D,New York,N.Y.,dated Feb.27,19235, | 
in re: WORKERS PARTY OF. AMERICA: RE:d. b, CANNON & K. RADZ IVANOV] 


TOURS. 


Je P. CANNON, Intennational Secretary,had a meeting of the 
WORKERS PARTY, in the TRADES: and LASOR COUNCIL hall, 132 tyon § St. NeWe, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, on the evening of May 9,1923, admission by | 
ticket, costing 25¢; the meeting being eerie :30 P.M., called to. 
order by President, EDWARD KOSTEN, when announcement was made that 
FITZPATRICK, Chairman of the Chicago State Federation, would speak in 
the same hall on Sunday, May 27th, on the subject, "LABOR AND POLITICS" 
| CANNON spoke for one hour and twenty minutes, to. about 
175 men and 15 women, on the subject, "PRESENT uy oe al told of his 
recent experiences in Russia, where he attended the "Fourth Internationa 
Congress of the Workers Party, and the witty Corigress of the Aagtes 
Union; & told his hearers , max among . ‘other things, that most of the 
industries in Russia were owned and controlled by the Government; 
that all land was held by the covenant: that there were’ few owners 


DO NOT WRITE IN JHESE SPACES J } 
of private property. He~ “‘euded ‘the a noes YUN 3 4 8 Jop 


success of the Soviet Government in 


aaa ie OF INVESTIGATION 
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the operation of its industries; WE rae ae 
mentioned the Red Army, controlled by DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ROUTED TO: 


the Soviet Government; stated it had 
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JoS. EH. Bayliss May 10,1923 i Page #2. pe 
1 es i: = i é : 2 +4 = 7 E ae, 
been a hard struggle during the past five years, but that vast 


changes could be seen in 1922; that there was an increase of 50% — 
in wages, and in exports. CANNON urged the ONE BIG UNION idea, and 
compared the appearance of those who attended the last Convention 
of the WORKERS PARTY - delegates who he stated were real workers - 
to that of the Convention of the AMERICAN FEDERATION.OF LABOR, held oe 


at Atlantic City, where the delegates (he stated) were all. fat men; Roe 


well fed; wore expensive clothing and diamond stick pins. 


} CONCLUDED, 7 ’ 
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o This case originated, at New York, N. p ae i 4m Grand Rapids Pine 940 
Journai“to be made r’ originating office only: ¥. Pile R-172-D, 


REPORT MADE AT: . REPORT MADE BY: 


Grand Rapids,Mich. 


PERIOD FOR. WHICH MADE: 


DATE WHEN MADE: . 


May 10,1923 


May 9,1923. Jos. EB, Bayliss. 


HE: AND CHARACTER OF CASE 


¥WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA: 


: ERAT K. RADZIVANOVECH - Tours: 


Z 7s : Ag, INFORMATION CONTAIBED 
me See, ge GERETE-IS-UNGEASSIP EBD. 


FACTS DEVELOPED: J, (4) BY GY on 


- GRAH® RAPIDS, ‘MICHIGAN, ' gate 


gi. ¥ 
Reference is made to report of Special Agent Geo.d. Starr, 
New York File R-I72-D , New York, H.¥., dated Feb.27, 1925), 
in te: WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA: "ER: J.P,CANHON & K, RADZIY- 
NOVICH-- Tours. 


J.P, CANNON, international Secretary, had a meeting of the WORK- 
pids, Michigan, on the evening of May 9th, 1925, admission being by ticke 


ent Edw. Kosten, when announcement was made that FITZPATRICK, Chairman 


fof the Chicago State Federation, would speak in the same hall on ee 


Mey 29th. ,on the subject " LABOR & POLITICS". 

CANHON spoke for one hour and twenty. minutes to about I75 men 
and I5 women, on the subject "PRESENT DAY RUSSIANS told of his experienc 
in Russis aheze he attended the Fourth International Congress. of the 
WORKERS PARTY, and the PIFTH Congress of the TRADES UNION; told his ek 


ers, among other things, that most of the industries in Russia. were owmed| 


and controlled by the Government; that there were few owners of private 


' Iproperty. He lauded the success of the Soviet Government/in the operatio 


of its industries; mentioned the red Army, Suen: russe sences YUN. : 


controlled by the Soviet Government; CLC Bo. 


el Gi 
stated it had been a hard struggle adur- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
MAY 201920 PAW 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI 


ing the past five years, but that vast 


changes could be seen in 1922; that theteoures ro 


WoOOVER 


ERS PARTY, in the TRADES & LABOR COUNCIL HALL, 132 Lyon St.N.W.,Grand Ra- 


costing 25 cents. The moeting was called to order at 8:30 PM., by Presi- 


REFERENCE: COPIES OF THIS REPORT NISHED TO: é 
Mr .Hoover-2 | Washington,3; POR TORE SS: Grand Rapids, i, 
ZA=f2 ez / 4 
( Vv ERNMENT aes € Stee 
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Jos. E. Bayliss, - . May Io,1923. Page -2- 


had been an increase of 60% in wages and in exports. CANNON urged the | 
appearance 

ORE BIG UNION ides, and compared the/axpmximmmasx of those who attended 

the last convention of the WORKERS PARTY - delegates who he stated were 

real workers - to that of the Convention of the AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 


LABOR, held ( he said) at Atlantio City, where the delegates (ne stated ) 


were all fat men; ‘well fed; wore expensive clothing and diamond stick 
ins. 
CONCLUDED. 
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‘ Instructi, .s of Agent in Charge Joha Se 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SE.Panl ‘ Minnesota. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: a REPORT MADE BY: 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


St.Paul,Minn.— 5/21/22 5/20/23 John Mi. Keith. 
TITLE AND onanager OF CASE: New York, Ne Y. : 2 COMMU NIST RADI CAL ; Chairman 
JAMES Py “CANNON, Minneapolis, Minn. : of the. Workers Party of Ameri 


} 


« 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


At Minneapolis, Minn.: — (File #8481) 
During the week previous to May 18th,1925, the following 


red hendbills were distributed about Minneapolis: : 


"RUSSIA TODAY oar 
ONTALNED 


after five years of revo lution a INFORMATION C - 
eAR pL ae Assit 


"sft 
JAMES - Pe CANNON 


National Chairman of the Workers' 
Party of America, who has just a reer. 
returned from Russia. 1 GERERAL INTELLIGENCE 


At Richmond Hall 
225 South 5th St. MAY 2 5 1923 
‘Friday May 18th, | DEVESLON 
; 8: 00 P.M. . SSE ER me 
: inte on: 25 cents which includes 


20 weeks subgcription to THE WORK Ry, 
a six page workers' paper." 
Agent was furnished with a copy of the above by Agent in 
Charge Johannes and instructed to attend the meeting in question. 


At 8 P.M. on May rae 1925, at the Richmond Hall, as above 


’ DO NOT WRITE IN ryeée SPACES 
indicated, in Minneapoli Ss, this meetin jam ee 2) REC@RPED 


whic h was held und er the auspic es of : BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


the. Workers! Party of America, was . MAY &@ S123 FM JUN = 0 ly23 | 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


called to order by a man whose name 
i ROUTED TO: 


\Agent understands to'be MINOR, but the = "oo? = Kyu" | 
ae COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED To: TO } 1 


\ ee a Director (3) New 
Og 2) feo | 


ee a ane ERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


~ 
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rere ee 
‘i , be 
: ay 4, : 


. John M. Keith, - oun 


given name could not be ascertained. He asserted that he was the 


~ ’ 
district organizer at Minneapolis for the Workers' Party of Americay 


and went on to state in detail that the Workers" Party of America:.is 
nothing more nor less than the Communist Party of America under another 
name. : MINOR made an appeal for new members, urging all those in 
favor of the forcible overthrow of the "capitalistic" eovernment in the 
United States to enlist at once into the ranks of the Workers Party of 
America. . | | 

After this first plea, while waiting for the speaker of the 
evening to arrive, MINOR began introducing to the audience certain 
radical literature, such as the VOICE OF LABOR, a newspaper, published 
weekly at 2537 Fullerton Avenue, Yhicago. THE WORKER, the new organ - 
of the Workers' Party of America was also introduced. | 

MINOR then'introduced the May 1923 copy of the liberator, which 
contains an article entitled: "The Kaiser's Mr.Burns”. on pages 26 and 
27 of this volume, there is a full, two-paged cartoon of the Director | 
of this Bureau. MENOR was very caustic in his: remarks about che. bes 
partment of Justice Agents in general, he asserted that one of these 
spies (Department of Jus tice Agents) were probably within thé sould of 
his voice at that time----about the only truthful statement which he 
made during the whole evening according to this 4gmt's opinion. Copy 
of the Liberator, is being attached to this report for the Washington 
Office. | : ae 

MINOR then introduced he speaker of the evening, JAMES P CANNON, 


of New York, a red headed man, medium build, with the thumb of his right 


hand missing, CANNON was introduced as the National Chairman of 


7169 


| 
| 
| 


AN 


—_ 
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John M.Keith. oe 5/21/23 


Workers' Party of America, and spoke for about. two hours. on the sub ject 


of "RUSSIA TODAY". Agent .was surprised at the tone of subject's 


speech. He seemed very frank, and at least gave the impression of 


telling the truth about the Russian Situation. He described to the 


audience the beginning of the Russian Revolution, ami traced it chrono- ee 


logically down to the present time, making the bald,frank statemnut 
that Russia Today is in a very pad condition, and not even one thira 
as well off as she was before the revolution under the Czars.e 

CANNON spent a great deal of his time to @ description of the " 
"NEP" or the New Economical Policy, which has recently been instituted 


in Russia by the Poviet Rulers, a policy which of course, is well 


‘known to all familiar with developmentss in Hussia. 
While picturing Kussia foday as just beginning to climb again 
after the depression. of five years of Revolution, the Speaker urged 
- upon his eudience that the peasant in Russia today, with his dearth 
of food and clothing, was better off than the aut omobi le owning worker 
of Renta ee because the former had enough “freedom of speech’, and 
"assembly", and other communistic desiderata, to make up for his sHoree 
age of material things. | 

CANNON described to the audience the workings of the Red Amy, 
and tola of some talk which he had with one of the leaders of the 
Rea Army, whose name Agent was unable to obtain. CANNON stated that 
this Red Amy Officer told him that whenever the American Workers were 
ready to revolt that the Rea Army of Russia stood ready to come to 


their assistance (Cheers from the audience). 
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John M. Keith... _ fe. _sferfex 


CANNON, in stating his reason for going to Russia, stated to his 
audience that he was for seven months a fratemal member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Communist Int ernational at Moscow. | 

At this so-called Lecture snore were present about. 250 persons, 
most of whom appearéd to be foreigners of different prasds. the Finns 


and Germans, however, seeming to predominate. Agent attempted to 


count the number of persons in the audience who appeared to be really 
American born citizens. The best estimate which Agent could make of 


this number was about 48, and it was very interesting to note that of 


these 48 Americans, the great majority of them were past forty years of 


. age, poorly dressed and with all the appearance of the person who has 


made an effort at life and failed, and is disgusted and bitter with 


all mankind. 


"Since this subject is a resident of New York City, where the 


| headquarters forthe Workers" Party of America seems to be located, 


Agent is sending a copy of this report to the New York Office for its 


information. 


Unless there are further developments at St.Paul, this investiga- 
tion of this particular subject will be considered closed. | 


CLOSED. 
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Cleveland, Ohio 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


THIS.CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: 


Cleveland, Ohio 5/22 5/11/123 


| TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


JAMES P. CANNON - National Chairman, 


"23 


mericae 


JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE BY: 


Je Ve. RYAN 


Activities at Toledo, 


Ohio = May ll, 19236 


MAR FORE OY ne (ch 


aLL INY aaron one 
HERE LS Lo 4 Sey oe ; 


wee 4 [40 93 B-Tmecdete 


At Toledo, Ohio; 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


Cleveland, File No. 9694. 


On May 11, 1923, the film, "Russi4 Through the 


Shadows", was shown at the Auditorium Theater at Toledo, Ohio. A little over 


six hundred (600) tickets were sold, and in addition to that, an amount of over 


$200.00 was secured. 


THE WORKERS PARTY leaders who handled the affair 


or the Friends of Soviet Russia, were very much concerned for the reason that they 


feared the public would not patronize the Theater, and leave them in debt. They 


claimed, however, that they were more than $300.00 aheade 
The picture itself, according to those present, did 


not seem much out of the ordinary. The address apparently did not met with 


approval, although the speaker was very guarded in what he said, apparently realizing 


that he had to keep within the law or have trouble. 


JAMES P. CANNON was scheduled to address the meete! 


exe was an 
SE SPACES 


ing after the show, but from the information we have, he saw that t 


DBO NOT WRITE IN T 


unfriendly sent iment and that the spectators 


were not in sympathy with the Communist 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


movereut, and he, there¥pon, refused to address . 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


the meetings He later visited the headqu 


- ; 
ROUTED TO: FILE ‘a. 


ters of the WORKERS PARTY, and there claimed a — 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: Wash ington By : 


¥ # 


REFERENCE: 


Mr. Hoover= 


7 ne ¥ oe / e Sane 
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Cleveland File Noe 9694 
#2 


Agent de Ve Ryan 


In re; JAMES P. CANNON~ National Chairman, Workers Party of America. 
Activities at Toledo, Ohio, May 11, 19235 


that Eugene Debs, Upton Sinclair and Scott Neariég would be under the WORKERS' PARTY 
A v 
flag within the year. He left Toledo the same night without disclosing his 


destination. 
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JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


i REPORT MADE AT: | DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 
y J cf oo ba 
sas Cit ; 


TITLE AND CHARAGJER OF CASE: : a 7 = 
JAMES P.~ CANNON sant: HORTLE Hadical Meeting. 
ats yer ei ares 2 ELE m 
gqpRsth bY } 


ATS, “hb 
i parece “aan 4 i 10226. Attention Mre Hoove ames. 
| At Franklin,Kansas. 


With reference to telegram from Agent in Charge 
| EBERSTEIN, dated June 14,1923, requested Agent to attend Red meeting 
| Sunday June 17,1923, at 2 PM Frenklin,Ks, reading: | 


"If possible arragge have Miller attend Red meeting 
Franklin Kansas Sunday two PM." 


Agent on this date June 17,1923 attended Red Meet~ 
ing at Franklin,Kansas and JAMES P. CANNON gave a speech on conditions 
in Russia as he saw them while on his 7 months stay in Russiae 


JAMES P. CANNON made the following speech to an 


| audience of 800 people at Frenklin Ks, at 3:15 Pele Sunday 6/17/23. 


"The workers can only gain freedom thru battle, some people 
have suffered more than you, but now they rule the countrye 


Labor should have a political party of their own, when I tell 
you somesomething about Soviet Russia, and what the workers 
there have accomplished, some of you who are discouraged will 
talke hold the story of the Russian Revolution will never grow 
old because each year adds something new, during the first 
five years of the Revolution Soviet Russia went thru the 
shadows but now we can s ee a brbghter day Po not write In THese spaces 


Commander Lenine in his speech to 

Congress International since his aoneAuier Geena” 
recent illness said, Russia is no ; 

living in peace under the Red Flag. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Before the Revolution the street 
car system belonged to Russian ROUTER TO: ail 


‘ 
{ REFERENCE: CORIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED "3 


jMerpee 2N Y, & Denver, 2 Chicago 
LE i= ea tae GO eS 
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thing belongs to the Workers and there has been much political. improve- 


there are more closely associated with their production. In Russia 


America for the faster you work the-faster you lose your jobe 


‘and the Capitalists, but in regent labor troubles it has leamed to the 


am! 


LoEeMILLER June 17,1923 26 
Capitalists and Russia was the field of exploitation. But now every 


ment in Russia, one actual revolut ion is worlth a thousand theories 
the revolution plans didn't fit. the theories, but the Revolution 

was staged and a very practicaly people and were the. pioneers 

of the revolution of that country and have made mistakes but will 
never make the mistake of allowing a country to be run by the Capital- 


ists again, that is a mistake of this and others countries make. | ple 


The landlord system has been done away with. The Russian peasants get 
they make but. 10% which is the tax. The state ownes the big mines 
and industries, but privately owned enterprises are allowed to exist 
much the same as in America. 


The big Russian problem of today is the heavy industries. Last year . 
all state appropriations were cut, even the schools to help the 

big industries, the state controls all ‘basic industries and there 
is no danger of smaller capitalists becoming @ menace because the 
Workers control the Govt and there is no danger of the workers 
losing the Govt because only the ..workers have the right to vote 
When you gp into business over there you lose your citizenship. 


If the smaller industries get too large the Government can take care 
of that, a heavier tax will stop their growth, or it might call out 
the troops or get an injunctions You can do lots of things when you 
have the Govt on your side, they took out an injunction against the 
Capitalist fuve years ago and that was enough. 


Strikes are discourages because they stop production and the workers 


more production means more wages, they adopted a slogan there "More 
production More wages" but I couldn't recommend that slogan for 


The Russian Govt is one of labor; it is a dictatorship for the workers 
The American Govt is supposed to be fair, representing the workers 


Capitalists so far in fact, that it has fallen over and it is not 
yet straightened up. . 


The Communist party has its roots deep into labor, 98% are Communists, 
fhe trade Union. They report the Red Ammy there as protection, it 
theams something to be a soldier in Russia. There is a brotherly 
spirit between the Trade Unions and Red Army in Russia that exists in. 


no other countrys 


& General in the Red Army appeared in the labor convention and was 
given a tumultuous receiption, quite a contract to Gen sWood when he 
visited the steel strikers at Penn. The Red Army is a new factor 
in inductrial Europe,’ wer consuls cannot meet to divide the world 


without first considering ite 
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Lo MILLER | June 17,1923 tee ets igs 


/ In Petrograd the Red Army paraded carrying Banye.rs and singing the 


Internationalse They have military strength. Itsa fine sight to see 
the Reds marching along as. they passed us they. shouted "Long live 
the Internationals and we shouted back "long live the Red Army." 


There is not an army on the European continent that can stand up to 
the Red army. The personnel has been reduced to 600,000 but that is 
only the frame work of 5,000,000 trained men. It has been turned 
into 2 great school so that every man can read. and writes A soldier 


in Russia is respected in peace and in ware — 


They do not terroize him when he marches off to battle and then 
run him up the back alley. In every Red fleet there is a nucleus 
communism. Stores that are sent to this country by reporters about 


conditions in America sre not ture. Reporters cook up stories as 
they are told by America what they say is not true. 


Comrade Trotsky keeps his men well informed on international affairs. 
During the railroad strike and strike last year I was in Russia 

and every day men came to my hotel and invited me to address meetings 
to tell them about the big strikes and the times the American workers 
were going to strike like they did five years agoe 


The Russian Revolution is in the heart of ever rebel worker in the 
world, it is in America it is in this room, Soviet Russie is not a 
country, but a Movement and when the workers of Europe and America 
join the movement, it will be the end of capitalism. . 
We hope to group all labor organizations under one head for the 
next election. When Wilson was in it was controlled by the Capitalists 
and when Harding came in it was the same way. 

} < 

Agent's opinion of this meeting is thab he believes 

this man CANNON is trying to get the different members of the Reds to 
try and over throw our Govt. When asked a question as to whether 


he thinks Russia will go on strike again, he stated that he could not: 


| advise as to that question, but stated that he hoped that it would 


strike 
Undeveloped Leads; For information of Denver office, JAMES P. CANNON 
will speak there about June 20,1923, — | 


Chicago,I1ll1l, CANNON will speak June 26,1923--N.Y.City, Cannon lives 
on West llth st, Greenwich Village, near 9th Ave, will give lecturer 
Liberty Hall 65 st,dJune 30,1923. . ee 8 
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y DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


JOURNAL MEMORANDUM: 


dune 17,1923 Office : Keneas. Cityp iesourt 


TITLE AND. CHARACTER OF CASE: 
JaMES P.CANNON sy . ‘Radical Meeting 
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. ~ (Name ol judge, couri, and place.) : 

Certara isc i ce ale Na cet elie cle Soe te sels anaes Ditteo 2, 2238 hs 

i 
i Remarks: _____---._4 Closed Kel MO soon Scet eStr ees ace el tere hi nendeDL bidiga ts boda cael 
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{ * a€tention Mr. HoowersB. - RLOL Originated Denver. pis 


DATE i .cN MADE: 


6-20-23. 


REPORT Ma, = BY: : : : 7 


Edgar Cathcart. Mil. od es 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


6-19-2356 


o - 
REPORT MADE AT: +f am 
: 4S 3d, 


Denver, Coloradoe 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


X Fifth Year of ‘the Russian 


x a ‘ 
JAMES P. CANNON, Communist Lectmrer. Revolutioue 


MATION CONTATHED 
Me NG LASSEREED 
ard BY Sb Leese 
ws sp-b ae 


Upon infiruetions from Agent in Charge McAfee, Agent covered 


FACTS DEVELOPED: ; | ; ALL IN?! 


TERETN 
At Denver, Gélorado:: : # DATE 


a lecture delivered at 8.30 o'clock on the night of June 19th, 1923 


tet eS ae Se 


at the Grace Methodist Community Church, 13th and Bannock Streets -this 


city, by’;the above named subject. 


| 

| 

| 

r . 

| Tere were about 250 persons present, 15 of whom were women 
| 


| and although there was a number of American Legion members present there] 


was no heckling or interuption of the speaker. 

The Reverend George F. Lackland, pastor, presided as Chairman 
and presented the speaker, Mr. JAMES P. CANNON. ‘There was an admission 
charged and copies of the lecture were sold. Agent purchased @ copy eS 

‘| which covered the lecture delivered at Grace church and this copy or 
booklet is attached to copies of this report being sent the Bureau 


| | office at Washington instead of repeating the lecture in this report. 
the only applause given was when he referred to the red 


DO NOT WRITE AN THESE SPACES 


up & back alley when he comes home etgur 6S qggkas t. —— on page 


| 
soldier as not being heroized when marched off to battle and chased 
16 and first paragraph on page 17). 


; ps eine Se gl __ RECORDED 
Mr. Cannon kept within the e 2a 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Lek WER, nL hi fetiecs A - , 
law but his sympathies are plainly JUN 2 hi (O75 


DEPARTMENT OF susrick 


with the Soviet Government of Kussia. 


eas 
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FACTS DEVELOPED: as eRETH LT UNG GASs ; : 
‘| At Los Angeles, Cal. 1 slag eis Angeles File 181/153 
MAR 996 f-badl 


"LOS ANGELES 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


is why Peruvian, Bolivian and Mexican delegates refused to attend the 


_ that goviet Russia, in the next tnres years, will have 10,000 Red 


= ; . y f . a 
street, Plainsville, Pa., to president of til“ t ros ly MeSH 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT r JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


DATE 773 / 33 eof eo | 


REPORT MADE, BY: 


A. A. HOPKINS/N 


REPORT MADE AT: 


eee 


JAMES 29 ANNON - National Chairman, - COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES. 
workers party of America bof 
meres ETON OONTALEED . pe : : 
ALL Tt? LP LED Attention Mir. Hoover -#2 


JAMES P. CANON, 


ational Chairman of the Workers Party, spoke 


gundsf and Monday at Blanchard Hall, collected 9475.00 for the so-calle 


Free Speech Fight, and left for San Francisco. He speaks in Oakland 


at Machinists Hall, llth: and Clay)Streets, this evening. Tnen he 


X ( . 
jumps to lacomse \ WILLIAM Z. f#OSTER is to be the next Communist speaker 
. 


in Bos Angeles. POSTER is scheduled to appear in this city in the lagt 


part of August. ‘CANNON spoke Sunday on the Pan~American Conference a, 


santiago, Chile. He said america is hated by all the Republics of 


Central and South america for its imperialistic Monroe Doctrime. That 


conference. Monday, he spoke of the 4th Communist Congress, declaring 


airplanes carrying propaganda throughout Europe and some in America. 


CANNON joyfully told the audience of the Communist victory in 


United Mine 


Mees 


the Pennsylvania anthracite coal fields. "District one, 


en SRE ARE 


UTP 
~bDO Nor w “WRITE IN THESE S 


Workers of America, have elected 


Mapa 


RINALDO CAPPELLINI of 14 Chamberlain 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


that district. 27,000 votes cast were . 


ROUTED TO: 


for CAPALLINI and me for BRENNAN." 00" 
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A. A. HOPKINS LOS ANGELES - 7/3/23 | Page...2 


IN RE: -JAMES P. CANNON - Communist Activities. 


CAPPELLINI is’a Red and was coached by the Trades Union Educational 


League. CANNON claims that this is the biggest blow against the 


Steel Trust. 


}- 
i 
I: 
r. 


ry 
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Attention of Mr. Hoover-3 | LM 
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jTHIS-CASE ORIGINATED AT Seattle ’ Wash ing ton JOURNAINTO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


|} REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADES8 
Seattle, Wash July 9,'23 | July 6&7 Conf.Inf> 
TITLE AND CHARAGFER OF CASE: 


JAMES P. CANNON, Agitator for W.P. : Communist Activities 


A Maier 7S SO? mace 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


AT SEATVLE , WASHINGTON: - 


Seattle ile No. 15942-5-G¢ 


According to Informant's opinion, the two mass 
meetings held at the local Labor Temple on the evenings of July 
6 and 7 and whish were addressed by subject, were not much of a 


success. 


The proceeds from these tw lectures will be used 
for propaganda, and Informant is advised that $300 was realized. 


Continued. 
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Bureau-3 
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: ATTENTION MR. "OOVER 


or CASE ORIGINATED AT Butte ; Montana ° JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Butte, Montana. | 71423 | 7/9-14/23 De He Dickason 
JAMES P, CANNON ~ Lecturer. : Workers Party of America 


FACTS DEVELOPED: + we o. 
: : He 


ae #24 File 4948 
At Butte, Montana. . ; 
| | Pursuant to advertisement in the BUTTE 
BULLETIN dated July 6th but not issued until July 9th, : JAMES 
PB CANNON, National Chairman Workers Party of America, spoke here 
July 11, 1923. ‘he attendance was between 45 and 50 persons cy the 
collection did not exceed $15.00. The meeting was considered ‘a 
failure, BP 
The following dodger, printed by the BUTTE 
BULLETIN, 101 South Idaho Street, was circulated which, with the ‘ad= 
' vertisement in the BULLETIN, was the entire advertisement the 


speaker received: = ve 


18 _ 
onth& rae 
aon Or S . 
pou ee 13 wep . yi iP f Re a, , 
gent ut q G 7725 Ae ps ASN j 
oath 7 iS Sr tg 
wane fe 4 4 
‘ : nA & 
FILE 5 r 
7S were Sop 
BUREAU OF NVESTIGATION 
Rhode ers paws? 
xu is $6, ee Ee 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE y, 
ROUTED TO: FILE is oe , 
M9-189 2) Hook 30) eeEES GAY JF 
REFERENCE: COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: ; ia 


| Butte ee »“Portland oo 


mee a | | SS ie 


oe ee . : ? 


D. He. Dickason Yo 4-23, - 2. 


"RUSSIA TODAY ~~ Fee 
After 5 Years of Labor © ae 
~~ Revolution 
~ “Hear Jas. FP. Cannon’ 
National Chairman Workers Party of America 


After Spending Seven Months -in Russia Knows 
The Truth About Russian Industry, Trade Unions 
. _ And The ‘Red Arny 


AT 

j carpenters’ Hnion Hall | 

West Granite Ste Third Floor ge 
a 


Wednesday, dere 11, 1923 
alle Paes 
ADMISSION -25 6 a 
“Which Includes a 20 Week re re to The 
Worker = a Six-Page Workers Paper.". 


There was no commend in the local papers. 2 


Unless fur ther information be received or. re= De 


\- 
quest be ‘made, this matter will be considered at this time he 


Closed. 
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Attention Mr, Hoover 


\ 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT: 


Portland, Ore. 


OATE WHEN MADE: 


7/14/23 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


7 [Sah [23 


REPORT MADE BY: 


P E Marrinan 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


} JAMES P. CANNON National Chairman COMMUNIST. 
WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA 
FACTS DEVELOPED: WAR Rs 159g SP-le Ag hH 
, ALL Terran “ame ARED 
At Portland: AEST N File #955903 
pATs 4/4 Go” Smee Oh, Mee Oe. 
With reference to this agent's report dated 


June 11, 1923, entitled JAMES A. CANNON. 

On the night of July 3 the above named subject, alleged to 
have been a delegate from the United States to the Third International 
at Moscow, Russia, and who states that he spent seven months in Russia, 


| engaged in investigating conditions of the Soviet Government, delivered 


an address to an audience of approximately 300 persons in the Audis 
torium of the Portland Women's Club Building at 448 Taylor Street. ‘The 
audience was almost 100 per cent foreign. There was a small sprinkling 
of negroes in the audiencee. Outside of the speaker, not a word of pure 
English was spoken in the hall during the entire evening. An admission 
fee of 25 cents was charged, and later a collection was taken up from 
which $55. was secured. 

Subject (the speaker) confined himself to the subject of the 


Russian Revolution, the Soviet Government and present, ogndhtdens in 


Russia and its relation to conditions | reno. ; ee ara Ghee 


through out the world. He sarcasticall BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4Ug 7 10» 
789 


flaunted the fact that the Soviet 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Government had repudiated the foreign ‘medrese: 1 FILE 
igpte 


\ 


obligations of the old government —and--'- LL 
REFERENCE: COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 
i yids <4 Poof mae “A 
vi VOTES 6 Oe 
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- OM an economic basis, and inferred that when the time comes, these 


ists and denied to workers. When a worker saves a.few rubles and be~ 


orders and we will carry them out! 


had confiscated foreign property; stating further that the Communist 
program had not yet been carried out in its entirety in Russia and as 
a means’to that end it was necessary to make certain concessions to 


foreign capitalists until the country became more firmly established 


foreign concessions will be confiscated by the Soviet Government. 

He carefull avoided direct advocacy of aaa revolution in 
the United Staise: but advocated International Revolution of the work- 
ene aedinst Capitalism, stating that the Russian Revolution was only ea 
step in the world revolution. 


Stating further:- "The present Communist Government of 


Russia is far superior to the Capitalist Government of the United seed, 


"Those who control the economic situation in Russia are also: 
in control of the political situation and use their political power to 
suppress capitalism, as the political power of other countries is used 
to suppress workers, | 

"The right to vote in Russia is limited to the workers and 


denied to others, just as, in other countries, it -is limited to capital+ 


comes a business man (a cockroach capitalist) he loses his citizen- 
Ship. | . 

"T attended all the sessions of the Thira International, 
I was present when General Budensky was called before the Convention. 


General Budensky is not an orator. Coming before the Convention, he 


stood at attention, saluted, and said to the Convention ‘Give us your 
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"The Red soldier is the soldier of the worker, and for the | 


first time “in the history of the world the workers of Russia have a 


’ Workers Army. Their.soldiers are respected in war and peace. — When you 


contrast this with the. soldier of other countries who are heroes during 


war, but during peace you find them going up our back alley looking 
for a handout. ; . i 

"Every man in the Red Army is a Communist Propagendist and 
the greatest aid that America can extend to Russia is to organize the - 
workers slong the same linese All revolutions are destructive, must be 
from their very nature, but the ultimate goal is worth the temporary 
misery that is caused. 

“Wages have not yet reached the pre-war level in Russia, but 
the Government owns the land and the homes, and only a small rental is 
charged so that in the main the worker is aS well off as when he re~ ls 
- celved the war-time wage. | . | 
| "The Soviet Government practices Capitalism as a temporary 
expedient until the country is on a firmer economic Basis. © 

"Again, the Government owns all land ana colteote rent and 
taxes from ‘the peasants thatoccupy the land. 

| Serer factory that does not pay is smt down and the workers 
shifted ie. other employment. . 2k 

"Russia welcomed BILL HAYWOOD as a refugee from a capital~ 
istic easement: 7 - : 

"None of the strikes that have occurred inthe United States 


have been real strikes. They are mere attempts. The Russian Revolu- 


tion was a real strike. om 


7160 © 
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' nomic pressure and political control by the workers as the best means 


‘fish purposes in destroying capitalism and establishing Communism. 


"Some people and organizations (IWW) call themselves Revolu- 
tionists and assert their demands for direct action but that is as far 
as it goes, and I want to point to the real ravolutiouses;< those who 
made the sacrifice together, until today they present to the world a 
Government controlled by the workers, for the workers.. The peasantry 
of Russia, and those persons and organizations that desire revolution 
and direct adtion, should join the Big Strike." 

The speaker was just a little more conservative than the 
average speaker and in this respect was somewhat of a disappointment 
to his audience. His speech was a departure from the usual radical 


Speech in at least one respect. He advocated the combined use of 6COm 


of accomplishing their ends. He frankly stated that the workers should 


gain and hold control of the government and use it for their own sel- 


The present program of the Communist Party is to unite all 
radical elements in the United States in the proposed "Parmer ~ Labor" 
Party and make an effort to gain political attention in this manner. — 

This speaker again addressed an audience on July 4 at Rohsé's 
Park that was scantily attended and from re port agent would trelieve that 


his address was similar to-the add@ress made on the night of July 3. 


Matter OPEN. 
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_ ‘THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Spokane ’ Wash. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT-.ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


Spokane, Wash. 7/16/23 ae | a paises 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


@ JAMES P. CANNON | Organizer American Branch 
. of the Russian Communists. 


x 


oe #1287 
At Spokane, Wn: . 
The following article has come to the notice of this office, 


which was printed in the Spokane Press on the above date:- 


"BOLSHEVIKI PUT PENS TO CARDS 
Now Full-Fledged Members of "Workers' Party" 


Fifty Spokane bolshevists signed up as members of the 
workers' party, American branch of the Russian communists, 
at Turner hall Tuesday night. 
This followed a speech by James P. Cannon, just returned 
from Russia, who predicted that Germany will go: bolshevik 
“eventually and that Germany and Russia will then dominate 
urope. 
When that time comes Russia, now ‘unrecognized by the 
other nations of the world, may refuse to recognize the 
capitalists' governments," Cannon opined. " 
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April 30, 1941 


! 
a e 
4 y 


JAMES J. CANNON, ALIAS JAwES J. COOK 


The following information has been obtained from, A” 
an outside unknown source dated at New York, New York, 

March 28, 1941, and is being made a part of the Bureau's 

files for any attention that might be deemed appropriate 

in the future. 


The alias used by James J. Cannon, who was at 
one time a leader of the Communist Party and was National 
Secretary of the#fiternational Labor Defense, has always 

been James J. Cook. ,.When Cannon was expelled from the 

~ Communist Party in 1939) he joined the Trotskyite faction 
and started publishing "The4iilitant" with the assistance 
‘ of Bertramfolfe. ; 


Cannon is said to be a good newspaperman and 
for a number of years has been secretly on the payroll 
of the United Press and the Scripps—Howard group. This 
fact is not generally known and should not be made public. 
t is said that Cannon is the one who gives the Seripps- 


N oward newspapers the inside stories on Communist affairs. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice © ae 


Lol, New York Building ee 


Saint Paul, Minnesota 


i 
August 14, 191 ua 
i} is 


4100-1685 


Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: JAMES P. CANNON 
INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 


CONPIDHVTIAL 


There is being enclosed herewith memorandum con- 


nee fats 
cme ee 
% iat athae S : . 


Dear Sir: 


taining data for consideration in connection with the custodial 


detention records as to the above named subject. 


CANNON is the recognized leader of the Socialist 
Workers Party in the United States, with headquarters at 116 
University Place, New York City. He was indicted on July 15, 
1941 at St. Paul, Minnesota, charged with conspiracy to over- 
throw the United States Government by force, and according to 
the records in the office of the United States District Court 
Clerk, St. Paul, Minnesota, he was released on $2,500. bond in 
New York City July 25, 1941, probably after arrest by the 
United States Marshal, New York City. He is to appear for 
arraignment at Minneapolis on August 11, 191. 


The information contained in the attached memor- 
andum is not the subject of a separate investigation as to 
JAMES P. CANNON, but consists of data extracted f..m the above 
file which is entitled, "JAMES P. CANNON, et al.. Socialist 
Workers Party, w.a.; Internal Security (R), St. saul File 
#100-12)i6, wherein New York is the office of origin. No 
separate file has previously been opened as to this subject 
but one is now being opened in the St. Paul Office to record 
the data submitted herewith, and will thereafter be closed 
as further information concerning CANNON will be reported in 
hal, case wherein prosecution has been instituted 

ON CONTAINED) RNAI 159 


IFIED Very truly yours, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIE 


, ON 8. W. HARDY U.S. DEPARWMENT OPUUSTA 
“einai A Special Agent in Charge & ar “4s, 
c/e E.J.Connelley, N.Y. | <> . eae | 


Mes fae 


ALL INFORMATION. CONTAINED 
HEREI ib iol 
JAMES P. sot 20 PAB a cud 


COMMUNIST 


116 University Place (Business) 
New York City, N«Y. (7/21/41) 
Ss JAMES P. CANNON is the recognized head of the Trotskyite 
oF ty Communist movement in the United States under the name of the 


Socialist Workers Party. He has been frequently referred to 
as the dictator of the Party in the United States. His resi- 
ence address is not available at the present time. He is 

p> believed to be a citizen although he has spent some time ‘in 
Russia. CANNON is between 50 and 55 years of age. 


“ CANNON is the leader in the United States of the Trotskyites. - 
“CANNON has been heard to say at one time in New York City in 


connection with some trouble he was having.at some women's 


Ny > _ jail_or reformatory, "The first thing we do when we take over 


' the Government Government, we are going + ; to take take that + jail apart." 
* ( JAMES, BARTLET’ BARTLETT, T, 2026 Knox J Avenue, nue, North, . Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota. Page 23, Summary report of Special Agent R. T. Noonan, 
g. 23 St. Paul, dated June 26, 19/1, St. Paul file #100-12L6 . ) 


JAMES CANNON appeared on one or ins occasions and spoke at 


Socialist Workers 's Party meetings in Minneapolis, Minne sota 
1. 1o828-3° ‘telling of the “Party ‘program, | wand at one time made the remark 
6 _30- that he had travelled ° "to Fi "France. "fourteen times + “(Mrsv"VIOLET 
4 .  nemenpmmmnemenin ne nabean cir’ tee ae thr hE — 


Oe 


WILLIAMS ,_ 1220 LaSalle “Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Page 
30, Summary Report of Special Agent R. T. Noonan, St. Paul, 


Dated June 26, 1941, St. Paul file #100-12),6.) 


At one time at a Socialist Workers Part meeting, CANNON 
set a quota of $2,500 to be raised to help the Socialist 
Workers Party overthrow the French Government. (GEORGE 
O'BRIEN, 1 iz Aldrich Avenue, North, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Page 61, Summary Report of Special Agent R. T. Noonan, St. 
Paul, dated June 26, 1941, St. Paul File #100-12)6.) 


“CANNON has published a pamphlet known as "Leon Trotsky Memorial 
Address," and bears the further title, "To the Memory of the 
Old Man." This was a speech delivered August 28,°1940 at a 
Trotsky memorial meeting in New York City by JAMES CANNON. In 
this pamphlet, in referring to whether or not the disciples of 


of the Fourth International,.he writes, "Without the slightest 


Qndl> Trotsky would be able to carry out his testament to a victory 
YA 


| ‘gy hesitation, we give an affirmative answer to this question." 


On Page 3 of this pamphlet is also the following, "The mighty 
ideas of Trotsky are our program and our banner." Also on 

- Page 3 is this statement, "In a letter to me, he once wrote 
(referring to Trotsky) that we work with the most correct and 
powerful ideas in the world with inadequate numerical forces 
and material means." 
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| On Page 6 of this pamphlet is the following, "His deeds’ are 

4 incorporated in the greatest revolution in the history of 

mankind- - - - - he not only made a revolution, he wrote its 
history and explained the basic laws which govern all revolu- 
tions. In his history of the Russian revolution, he gave us a 
guide for the making of a new revolution, or rather, his 

8 extending throughout the world a revolution that began in 

October, 1917." Additional data appears to the effect that 

Trotsky was only following out the ideas of Marx and Engels. | 

The following is expressed on Page 7, “Indeed, our movement | 


in the United States took shape and grew up on his ideas with- 
out his physical presence." On Page 11 of the pamphlet is 
the following, "A delegation of party leaders made a visit to 

Mexico, which turned out to be our last visit - - -- - we 

collected money in this country to fortify the house at the 

: cost of thousands of dollars. All our members and sympathizers 2 
responded with great sacrifice. - - - - - (On Page 12) At the 
hour Comrade Trotsky was finally struck down, I was returning 
by train from a special journey to Minneapolis. I had gone 
there for the purpose of arranging for new and especially 
qualified comrades to go down and strengthen the guard at 
Coycacane - - - = - The old man is dead. Even then we didn't 
permit ourselves to stop for weeping; we plunged immediately 
into the work to defend his memory and carry out his testament. 
ee oe - (Page 15) But ours is not the grief of prostitution, 
the grief that saps the will. It is tempered by rage and 
hatred and determination. We shall transmute it into fighting ? 
energy to carry on the old man's fight in a manner worthy of } 
his disciples like good soldiers of Trotsky's army - - - - - / 
with the song of confidence in Trotsky's Fourth International -/ 
the International Party that shall be the human race. / 
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CANNON, JAMES PATRICK (NATIVE BORN) COMMUNIST: \ 
with alias: JAMES P. CANNON 
JAMES COOK anche l F-te- 
REDWELL 
116 University Place jj-12-¥! 
New York City, New York 


Born in Rosedale Kansas. Father and mother born in England. Editor and 
manager of the Workers World, Kansas City, previously edited by Earl and Will 
Browder who were sent to Leavenworth. Member of the left wing of the Socialist 
Party. Stated, "The left wing believes in the overthrow of Capitalism." 
(Signed statement of James P. Cannon; 7-25-1953 0.G. 56124) 


The following information is contained in The American Labor Who's Who for 
1925¢ Ass't. exec. sec. Workers Party of America; Chairman central executive 
Committee since organization 1921; political committee since organization in 
1921. Born February 11, 1890, Kansas City, Kansas. Father a foundry worker. 
Public high school, Kansas City; Kansas City Law College. R.R. Worker; hotel 
worker; agitator; labor organizer; lecturer; editor. Member Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employees International Alliance and Bartenders International League 
of America.’ Central executive committee Communist Party 1920 till merge with 
Workers Party. Represented ‘Workers Party on executive committee of Communist 
International 1922. Author: The Fifth Year of the Russian Revolution, 


(The American Labor Who's Who, 1925, published by the Hanford 


Saar 
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In 1919 District Secretary for the Communist Labor Party for the territory 
embracing Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska. (Special Agent C.E. Argabright; 
11-22-19; 0.G. 56124) 


In 1919 charged with conspiracy to violate the Lever Act and committed to 


jail in default of $15000 bend. (Bureau Division Superintendent Bagley; 12-1819; 
0.G. 56124) 


Has sister by the name of Mrs. Agnes Clarke, Rosedale, Kansas who received 
radical literature for him inl920 during the Coal Strike in Kansas. 
(Signed statement of Mrs. Agnes Clarke, Rosedale, Kansas; 4-29-20; 0.G. 56124) 


As member of I.W.W. addressed a meeting at the I.W.W. Hali., New York City on 
August 8, 1921 and asked the I.W.W. to show their spirit by being true, class 
conscious revolutionists, by working with all their might for the overthrow of 
the Capitalist governments here and all over the world, (Confidential informant 
Mmmm New York City; 8-13-21; 186701-136~4) 


Party name Redwell in 1921. (Confidential Informant [J of the New York 
City Field Division; 9-23-21; 202600-549~64) 


oe In a speech at Parkview Palace, New York City in 1921 stated that the Workers 


NW 57370 Dochd:34261532 Page 78 


23n 


League was out to make or try to make a secure Soviet Republic in America. 
(Confidential Informant JM, New York City; 11-4-21; 61-173-26) 


Elected chairman of the Workers' Party December 8, 1921 at Convention in 
New York City. (Special Agent J.G. Tucker; 11-8-21; 61-23-48) 


In a secret meeting held at Irish American Labor League Hall, 250 West 25th St., 
New York City on November 18, 1921 explained that the Communist Party had gone 
underground because the Capitalist class and the Govérnment was trying to clean 
it out and stated the Communist should be in every fight of the workers and 

at all time lead the masses which could not be done if the Party was under- 
ground. (Confidential Informant J, New York City; 11-18-21; 61-179-12) 


Represented American Labor Alliance in the organization of the Workers' Party 
of America in New York City in December of 1921. (Francis Ralston Welsh, 109-111 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Penn.; 11-21-21; 61~105-15) 


As member of the American Labor Alliance active in organizing the Workers 
Party of America. (L.A. Stringham, Natural Metal Trades Ass'n., N.Y.C.; 
12-1-21; 61-167-13) 
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Chairman of the Workers Party Joint Convention at Philadelphia on December 
15, 1921 as representative of the American Labor Alliance. (Minutes of the Workers 
Party Joint Convention (copy in file); 12-15-21; 61-167-128) 


Addressed convention of American Labor Alliance at Labor Temple, 243 East 

84th Street, New York City, in 1921, stating that the convention was called to 
unify all revolutionary elements. (Confidential Informant J 12-24-21; 
61-826-X16) 


At a meeting January 29, 1922 at Mercantile Hall, Kansas City, Missouri, stated 
that the purpose of the Workers' Party was to unite the radical elements in the 
U.S. into one great party; that they must work within the trade unions; and 
that when they have power and strength they will strike as they struck in 
Russia. Also praised Russia and spoke concerning the struggle of the 
Capitalist against the working man and declared Communism was their only 
alternative, else the destruction of civilization. (Special Agent Donald 


E. Long; 1-30-22; 61-682-1) 


Indicted by the Federal Grand Jury at Kansas City, Missouri, during the 

nation wide Coal strike in 1922, being charged with radical activities in 
the coal fields at Pittsburg, Kansas. On January 23, 1922 a demurrer to the { 
oe indictment was sustained and Cannon was released. (S.A. Oscar Schmitz; 1-30-22; f 

, 61-€82-2) 
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As chairman of the Workers' Party of America, urged all locals and branches of 
the party to hold May Day demonstrations on May 1, 1922. (Mimeographed 

letter in file; 3-16-22; 61-818-149) 


Member of the Advisory Committee of the Friends of Soviet Russia. (Pamphlet in 
file entitled "The Russian Famine"; 4-23-22; 61-1574-1) 


Active in the I.W.W. until the formation of the Communist Party. Was 

elected to the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party and active 
in its underground movement. Was later elected Chairman of the Workers! 
Party. Party name, James Cook, (Confidential Informant ggg, New York City; 
5-15-22; 61-443-201) 


On June 13, 1922 at the 4th Congress of the 31d International, Moscow, 
Russia was elected as an alternate to the presidium of the enlarged Committee 


of the Communist International. Under the alias, Cook was elected to a committee 
to elaborate the program of the Communist International. (S.A. Jacob 
Spolansky; 7-10-41; 61-16-99) 


In charge of all industrial work of the Communist Party. (Confidential 
Informant BB, New York City; 7-22-22; 61-167-992) 


SS : / 
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In June 1922 under the alias of Cook tock part in the preliminary meeting 

of the Executive Committee of the Third International in Moscow as representative 
for North America. Was also elected to the International Commission which 

was to make preparations for the Fourth Congress of the Communist International. 
(Office of the Secret Police Section of the Foreign Office, American Embassy, 
Berlin, Germany; 7-27-22; 61-682-8 ) 


Member of the Praesidium of the Commintern and of the Red Trade International. 
(Letter of C.L. Wheat, exec. sec'y Communist Party of America; 8-11-22; 
61-37-34) 


Member of the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party. (Confidential 
Informant BE, New York Office; 11-11-22; 61-817-476) 


Member of executive Committee of Friends of Soviet Russia. (Letterhead of 
Friends of Soviet Russia, photostatic copy in file; 11-28-22; 61-3726-4) 


At 2nd Annual Convention of the Workers' Party held on December 24, 1922 at 


the Labor Temple, East 84th Street, New York City was elected to the 
Central Executive Committee. (S.A. Joseph G. Tucker; 12-30-22; 61-23-204) 


Under letterhead of Workers! Party, James. P. Cannon, National Chairman, a f 
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letter was sent to all Party branches stating that the Party now had a 
Communist program and announcing the distribution of a million copies of this 
program. (Mimeographed letter of Workers! Party signed by C. Ruthenberg, 
executive secretary (letter in file); 1-8-23; 61-10528-3x) 


At Lasters Hall, Lynn, Massachusetts, March 4, 1923, stated Russia must 

be freed from the so-called blockade enforced upon her by the bourgeosie 
countries of the world and that it therefore behooved the workers of America, 
aswell as the workers of other capitalistic countries, not only to organize to 
help the Communist Government of Russia, but to organize powerfully in their 
respective countries to control the affairs in their own countries so thab 

the workers may be in a position to establish an international working and 
ruling class to cooperate with Soviet Russia. Also urged the workers of America 
to stand by Soviet Russia and for the prineiples of Communism. (Confidential 


Informant JJ of the Boston Field Division; 3-4-23; 61-682-15) 


Under letternead of Workers! Party of America, James P, Cannon, National 
Chairman, all distinct organizers, federation secretaries, City entre. 
Committees and Party branches were urged to hold a United Front May Day 
Demonstration on May 1, 1923. (Photostatic cbpy of letter of Workers! Party 


of America; 3-14-23; 61-3726-4) 
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In a speech at Paine Memorial Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, on March 18, 1923, 
described his recent visit to Russia and stated: ‘'.....We were also told to 
say to the representatives of the Proletariat of the various countries when we 
returned home, that the Red Army are your brothers and that you can depend 
upon the Red Army at the proper time to fight with you against the capitalist 
class." Then with his face all smiles stated: "I wish to call your 

attention to something which we a!l noticed and spoke of, Upon the hundreds of 
gun carriages that passed by we saw the letters U.S.A." (Special Agent 

Charles A. Bancroft; 3-18-23; 61-167-1706) 


On March 23, 1923 a petition was filed with the Attorney General requesting 

the prosecution of Cannon and others under Section 5, Criminal Code of 1910, 

Cannon was charged with being Chairman of the Communist Workers! Party of America 
and as having spent six months in Russia as delegate to the Communist International. 


(Special Agent John T. Flournoy ; 3-23-23; 61-45-59) 


On March 27 and 28, 1923 at Worcester, Massachusetts, addressed mass meetings 

under the auspices of Friends of Soviet Russia, praising Soviet Russia, 

condemning capitalists of this country, and advising that the energetic organisation 
of Workers' Party be continued, Stated that after a tour of New York, Yenn., 

and Ohio he expected to return to Russia for six months. (SA AdrianL. Potter; 


4~2-23; 61-120-77X) 
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Addressed meeting held by the Workers! Party of America at Liberty Hall, 

. Washington, D.C., April 4, 1923. Discussed a visit to Russia in June of 1922 
stating he conferred with Lenin and Trotsky. Praised Russia and stated the 
Soviet Government would welcome the recognition of other governments until such 
time as it could obtain the recognition of the "proletariat of the world", 
which time was not very far distant as every government had within it a certain 
element working from an end which would bring this result throughout the world 
in a very few years. (Special Agent J.T. Flournoy, 4-4-23, 61-3762-1X2) 


In a speech at the Labor Lyceum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on April 15, 1923, 


stated: "I don't want to say that the workers of this country will revolt, but 
it is coming. No one can say what's in the air. You know we can't say what 

we like to say in this country, and I want to obey the laws." (Special Agent 
H.dJ. Lenon from a confidential source; 4-15-23; 61-167-1754) 


In a speech on April 23, 1923 at Grdina's Hall, Cleveland, Ohio discussed the 
Communist set-up in Russia and stated that the Russian leaders told the 
Americans present at the Fourth International that their energy should be 
devoted to the organization and support of a powerful Labor Party or Labor 
Union, and that time and propaganda be spent onthe development of class con- 
sciousness among the workers of America. (Special Agent A.D. Mehegan; 4-23-23; 


SG ert 
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In a speech at Carmen's Auditorium Chicago, Illinois on May 1, 1923 as Chairman 
of the Central Executive Committee of the Workers' Party of America and member 


of the Executive Committee of the Communist Party, urged every trade unionist 
to get behind William Z. Foster. (S.A. W.W. Stewart; 5-1-23; 61-3551-25) 


_In speech at Richmond Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota, May 11, 1923, stated he 
was for seven months a fraternal member of the Executive Committee of the 
Communist International at Moscow. (Special Agent John M. Keith; 5-11-23; 
61~682-23) , 


Author of pamphlet entitled "Russia Today-1923" issued by the Workers' Party. 


(Special Agent Joseph G. Tucker; 5-12-23; 61-23-228) 


In speech at Franklin, Kansas, June 17. 1923, stated the Russian Revolution is 
in the heart of every rebel worker in the world; it is in America. Stated 
that Soviet Russia is not a country but a movement and when the workers of 
Europe and America join the movement, it will be the end of Oapitalism. 
(Special Agent L.E. Miller; 6-17-23; 61-682-27) 


In speech on July 3, 1923 at Portland, Oregon, advocated international 

revolution of the workers against Capitalism, stating that the Russian Revolution 
< was only a step in the world revolution. Also stated "The present Communist 
~ Government of Russia is far superior to the Capitalistic government of the 
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United States." (Special Agent P.E. Marrinan; 7-3-23; 61-682-32) 


In a meeting at Los Angeles in July of 1923 spoke of the 4 th Communist Congress 
and declared that Soviet Russia in three years would have 10,000 planes carrying 
propaganda throughcut Europe and some in America. Joyfully told the audience 

of the Communist victory in a Pennsylvania anthracite coal field election. 
(Special Agent A.A. Hopkins; 7-3-23; 61-682-28) 


With Robert Minor requested seating at the Industrial Workers of the World 
Convention at Chicago, Illinois, November 12, 1923 as a delegate of the Red 
International of Labor Unions. Also requested the Convention to elect a 
delegate to the next convention of the Red International at Moscow. (Letter 
signed by Cannon and Minor as reprinted in the Minutes of the I.W.W. Convention 
at Chicago, Illinois; 11-12-23 (Minutes in file); 11-13-23; 61-1225-74 p.8) 


Upon being denied seating at Industrial Workers of World @onvention at Chicago, 
Illinois, November 12. 1923 a cablegram was dispatched from the Executive 

Bureau of the Red International at Moscow authorizing Cannon and Minor to 

speak in behalf of the International. (Letter signed by Cannon and Minor as 
reprinted in the Minutes of the I.W.W. Convention at Chicago, Illinois, 11-]2-23 
(Minutes in file); 11-15-23; 61-1225-74 p.32) 
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In a speech before the Industrial Workers of the World Convention at Chicago, 
Illinois, November 12, 1923, referred to the organizing ofa Communist Party 
and toHavirgit and the I.W.W. fight the Syndicalist laws in the U.S. Also 
invited a debate of Communist Activities with the I.W.W. and requested that 
the I.W.W. send delegates to the Red International to be held in Moscow. 
(Special Agent Kahn; 11-15-23; 61-1225-70 p.3) 


National Chairman of the Workers' Party of America in 1923. (Letterhead of 
Workers! Party of America; 12-1-23; 61~5047-48) 


Elected to Central Executive Committee of Workers' Party in 1924. (Booklet 

"The Second Year of the Workers! Party of America", published by Literature Dep't 
of the Workers! Party of America, 1009 N. State Street, Chicago, Illinois; 
1-2-24; 61-7559-10138) 


In a speech at Richmond Falls, Minneapolis, Minnesota on February 3, 1924 stated 
the Communist Party must become a militant organization and that each worker 
should prepare himself, join the Workers' Party, bore from within, and when the 
time comes take up arms and fight and destroy for the purpose of ultimately 
obtaining his desires. (Special Agent John M. Keith; 2-3-24; 61-4937-9) 


With William Z. Foster and other members of the Central Executive Committee 4 
KS the Workers! Party of America requested the Executive Committee of the a 


NW 57370 Dochd:34261532 Page 88 


a 


Communist International to recall a John Pepper. (Copy of letter in file; 
3-27-24; 61-330-178) 


In a speech at the North Side Turner Hall, Chicago, {llinois on April 13, 1924 
stated that he wished that every Communist would endeavor to get as many members 
as possible to join the ranks, and in a short time they would be able to 
overthrow this Capitalist country--the United States Government. (Special 

Agent Earl E. Titus; 4-13-24; 61~3963-30) 


A member of a Committee of four consisting of Jay Lovestone, Charles E. 


Ruthenberg, and William Z. Foster appointed in 1924 by the Communist 

International to supervise the rreparation of a platform for all Party work. 
(Confidential source of Confidential Informant [J of New York City Field Division; 
6-16-24; 61-818-567) 


Yember of a committee to assist Earl Browder in putting out the "Workers! 
Monthly", publication of the Workers' Party. (Special Agent Joseph G. Tucker; 
10-31-24; 61-23-308 ) 


Candidate for governor of New York in 1924 on the-Workers! Party ticket. 
(Special Agent Joseph G. Tucker; 11-30-24; 61~23-309) 
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Active in the miners! strike in the coal regions of the U.S. in April 1922. 
Known as the "paymaster" of the Communists during the strike. Head of the 
Workers! Party of America at that time and member of the inner circle of both 
the Workers and Communist parties. Departed at this time for-conference with 
Lenin in Russia. (Booklet entitled "Attempt by Communists-to Seize the 
American Labor Movement", prepared by the United Mine Workers (copy in file); 
1924; 61-7562-531X) 


Executive Secretary of the International Labor Defense in 1925. (Letterhead 
of International Labor Defénse; 9-9-25; 61-7347-27 p.2) 


In a meeting of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party on January 4, 1926 

a motion was made "that Comrades Bedacht and Cannon be elected as representatives 
of the C.E.C. to appear before the Convention of the American question and 

that they be American delegates to the E.C.C.I." (Minutes of the Political 
Bureau of the C.P.; 1-4~26; 39-915~866 p.7) 


Secretary for organizational work in the U.S. military services for the 
Workers! Party. (Confidential Informant MBB of New York City Field Division; 
7-26-26; 61-818-703) - ; 
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In a speech at Ford Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, January 20, 1927 in 
commemoration of the third anniversary of the death of Lenin, held under the .. 
auspices of the Workers Party of America, stated:. "If there are not a hundred 
thousand Communists now, there will be very soon. Lenin is alive in the New York 
labor movement; Oh yes, Lenin is alive in sleepy old Boston though you may not 
know it. Lenin's life should be held up as a model tothe world. It was Lenin 
who was the guide of Sacco and Vanzetti. When you see the best spirits of our 
labor movement imprisoned, then you see who are following Lenin. Lenin belonged 
to the revolutionary socialist movement."....... "The capitalist world is led by 
Mr. Coolidge and the United States. Against them is Leninism and Soviet Russia 
and this is the struggle today."......"Function of the U.S. Government is to 
beat down the working class. This movement in industry in the United States 

does not belong to us yet. The Federation of Labor is a slave pen. The workers 
lead miserable, unhappy and uneducated lives. The newspapers are only machines 
for the capitalists. The military forces, the jails and the judges are all in 


the interest of the employers class. In this struggle is Lenin in Russia; op- 
posed to him is Coolidge in the U.S.A. Coolidge and Wall Street would enslave 
the workers of millions of peoples for years to come. That is America's aim led 
by Mr. Coolidge. In Russia the aim of the other-world force is to organize 
working classes of the world with uprisings and revolutions all over the world- 
in China, in Mexico, and in India. The aim is to overturn the present system 
and get control."....."Communists are the spark which will illuminate the flame 
men will lighten up all the workers in America."..... 


: 7 
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"But we have a task near at home; our comrades arein prison, our comrades 

Sacco and Vanzetti. Tbey are in prison for our cause. Don't forget that. I 

do not mean to tear down the prisons. That would be premature. They will be 
useful for us to use in the revolution. We will put the bourgeois in them and 
turn the tables."......"We are working today in China; we are working today with 
the British coal miners; we are working today in,Soviet Russia; we are working 
today.everywhere. Our time will come; America will topple. Our work will bear 
fruit. We, on this third anniversary of Lenin's death, take up his teachings. 
Today belongs to capitalism; tomorrow belongs to us." (Commissioner H.A. Jung, 


National Clay Products'Industries Association, Chicago, Illinois; 1-28-27; 
63.~12299-2) 


Spoke at Ford Hall, Boston Massachusetts, January 20, 1927 praising Lenin 

and stated that the Communists are the spark which will illuminate the flame © 
which will lighten up all the workers in’ America and that their time will come. 
and America will topple. .(Mrs. Mary S. Killiam; Boston, Massachusetts; 1-21-27; 
61-4937-39) i 


Reported that the World Congress of the Mopr was to be held March 18, 1927, and 
that he had been instructed by cable to attend. (Minutes of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party; 2-24-27; 39-915-866 p.11) 


Presence at the Comintern Executive in 1927 was desired by Moscow. Considered 
~ “as one of five persons in U.S. who were sufficiently alive and responsible to 


‘oi —— 
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make their attendance worth while. (A. Kich, State Department; 5-19-27; 
61-167-2530) 


Elected to the Polbureauof the Communist Party in 1927. (Minutes of the 
Central Executive Committee; 9-8-27; 39-915-866 p.23) 


Executive Secretary of the International Labor Defense in 1927. (International 
kabor Defense letter in file; 10-21227; 61-2608-134) 


Signature appears on an "Agreement for the carrying out of the resolution on 

the American question adopted by the Presidium" which bears the seal of the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International. (Copy of the above agreement; 
39-915-866 p.25) 


Member of opposition group objecting to the Stalinization of the Communist Party 


and the departure from the line of Lenin. (The Militant, publication of the 
Opposition Group in the Workers! Party of America; 2-15-29; 61-5927-19) 


Chairman of the Workers! Party in 1929. (Records of Central Mercantile Bank, 
#1 East lth Street, New York City; 7-28-29; 61-167-1005) 


; At the fifth convention of the Workers! Party, September 1-6, 1927, elected ~ / 
te the Central Executive Committee. | (American Labor Year Book, 1929, 
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published by the Rand School of Social Science, N.Y¥.€., page 167 F.B.1. Library) 


Following is an excerpt from the below named source: "Shortly after his return 
from the Moscow Congress in 1928, James P. Cannon, a prominent member of the 
minority.on the Central Executive Committee, began preparation to organize an 
open movement in support of Trotsky and against the administration of tha 
Communist International. He was summarily expelled from the Party on October 
27, together with ttwo other members of the Committee, Martin Abern, former sec- 
retary of the Young Workers' League, and Max Schachtman, editor of the Labor 
Defender. (American Labor Year Book, 1929, page 168; F.B.1. Library.) 


Outstanding leader of the Communist League of America in 1929. (American 
Labor Year Book, 1930, page 133, F.B.I. Library) 


Expelled from Communist Party. Was one of the founders and principal leaders 
of the Party. On being expelled founded the Communist League of America. 
(Fortune Magazine, September 1934; ; 61-7559-236X) 


Leader of the Spartacus Club, a Trotskyite group, Youngstown, Ohio. (J.M. 
Woltz, 362 Lora Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio; 1-16-36; 61-79~393) 


Member of the State Executive Committee of the Socialist Party in California. 
oe Times, clipping in file; 8-12-37; 61-7559-1616) 
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/ Chairman of a meeting held on August 13, 1927 at Irving Plaza, New York City to 
protest the lynching of Andres Nin by Stalinist Agents in Spain. (Special 
Agent George J. Starr; 8-13-37; 61-7559-1616) 


Lecturer on "The American Trade Union Movement" at the Marxist School held at 
116 JPniversity Place, New York City in October, 1937. (Marxist School 
Announcement, copy in file; October 1937; 61-7558-126X9) 


Candidate for Mayor of New York City in 1937 on the Socialist Party (left wing) 
ticket. (Campaign circular in file; October, 1937; 61-7558-126X9 ) 


Editor of the late "Labor Action". (Socialist Call; 1-138; 61-7550-662) 


Member of the American Fiand for Political Prisoners and Refugees. (Letterhead; 


6-27-38; 61-7559-2904X) 


On the editorial staff of the Socialist Appeal. (Circular of the Socialist 
Appeal contained in file; December 1938; 61-7559-3462X5 ) 


Member of the National Campaign Committee for the Right of Asylum. (Interna- 
tional Solidarity, published by the American Fund for Political Prisoners and 
: Refugees, copy in file, March 1939; 61-7559-3646X3) (Letterhead of National 


; “S\. campaign Committee for the Right of Asylum, letter in file; 3-8-39; 61-7559-3646%3) / 
re 
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On October 27, 1928 was expelled from the Communist Party for apreadi ne Trotsky's 
doctrines instead of Stalin's. Then helped form the Communist League of 


America which in 1934 became known as the Workers! Party of the U.S. and in 1937 
adopted the name of the Socialist Workers Party of which Cannon is National 
Chairman. Was a co-worker with Earl Browder in the Kansas City labor movement 
from 1914. Stated that if Russia were attacked by the United States, the 
Socialist Workers! Party would be.for Russia. (Geoffrey T. Hellman in "The New 
Yorker" for 11-16-39 (article in file); 61-7559-6861X) 


Leader of Socialist Workers! Party. (Benjamin Stalberg in the N.Y. Herald Tribune; 
11-30-39; 100-17826-657) 


National Secretary of the Socialist Workers' Party. (Circular in file issued 
by the Socialist Workers! Party; 12-20-39; 61-7559-6039X1) 


National Secretary of the Socialist Workers! Party and owner of stock in the 
Fourth International Magazine published by this Party. (Application for . 
second class permit, Post Office Department, Washington, D.C.; 5-17-40; 61-10153-1) 


Active in campaign to raise funds for defense of Trotsky in Mexico. (Telegram 
-sent by J.P. Cannon; 5-24-40; 65-15465-2 


‘A solicitor for the Trotsky Defense Fund. (Mimeographed letter and léaflet of rs 


- 


. 


’ 
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the Trotsky Defense Fund contained in file; 5-28-40; 61-7559-9519) 


Has brother named Phil Cannon in Tulsa, Oklahoms. (Margaret P. Enlow, 915 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas; 6-6-0; 75-15149-1) 


Editor of the "New Militant" in 1935. Editor in 1936 of the Pacific Coast Socialist 
paper, "Labor Action", National Secretary of the Socialist Workers! Party in . 

1939 and active in the American revolutionary movement. In 1939 at Socialist 
Workers' Party Convention spoke in favor of unconditional defense of U.S.S.R. 
against imperialism. In 1940 member of the editorial board of the "Fourth 
International", published by the National Committee of the Socialist Workers’ 

Party. (Confidential Informant [of the San Francisco Field Division; 

6-4-1; 65-15465-5) 


At the memorial services held for Leon Trotsky at the Hotel Diplomat, New York 
City, August 28, 1940 commented on the State Department's refusal to admit 

the body to the U.S. and stated; '"We shall nourish that grievance close to our 
hearts and in good time will take our revenge." (Clipping in file from the 
N.Y. Herald Tribune; 8-29-1940; 75-29162 A) 


In 1927 was a director of the Daily Worker Publishing Company, Chicago, Ill. 
(Corporation Dep't.; Secretary of State's Office; Springfield, Illinois; 
a ROMO: 39-915-351) 


x a 
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Now recognized as head of the Fourth International, (C.O. Cornell, secretary 
to Leon Trotsky and member of Socialist Workers' Party; 11-30-40; 100-4419-22) 


When expelled from the Communist Party in 1939, he joined the Trotskyite 
faction and started publishing "The Militant” with the assistance of 
Bertram Wolfe. (Confidential Informant JJ Pittsburgh; 3-28-41; 61-10528-32X) 


Sole national officer of the*Socialist Workers' Party with title of National 
Secretary. (Albert Goldman; 6-25-41; 61-10528¢82) 


Author ‘of a book entitled "Leon Trotsky." (Special Agent J.W. Mobray; 
6-27-41; 61-10528-77 p.5) 


On July 15, 1941 at St. Paul, Minnésota, indicted with 28 others on charges 
of conspiracy to destroy by force the Government of the United States and - 
conspiracy with intent to interfere with, impair, and influence the loyalty, 
morale and discipline of the military and naval forces of the U.S. by 
advising, counselling, urging and causing insubordination, disloyalty, 
mutiny and refusal of duty. (Special Agent R.T. Noonan; 7-15-41; 

- 61-10528-77) 


. Was indicted on July 15, 1941 at St. Paul, Minnesota, and was released 
on #2500 bond in New York City July 25, 1941. (U.S. District Court Clerk's f 
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records, Saint Paul, Minnesota; 6-25-41; 61-10528-94) 


Has been heard to say at one time in New York City in connection with some 
trouble he was having at some women's jail or reformatory, "The first thing 
we do when we take over the Government, we are going to take that jail apart." 
(James Bartlett, 2926 Knox Avenue, North, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 4-25-h1; 
61-1052-30 p. 18) 


James Cannon appeared on one or two occasions and spoke at Socialist Workers 
Party meetings in Minneapolis, Minnesota telling of the Party program, and 
at one time made the remark that he had travelled to France fourteen times. 
(Mrs. Violet Williams, 1220 LaSalle Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 5-6-41; 
61-10528-44 p.10) 


At one time at a Socialist Workers Party meeting, Cannon set a quota of 

$2,500 to be raised to help the Socialist Yorkers Party overthrow the French 
Government. (George O'Brien, 1316 Addriich Avenue, North, Minneapolis, Minn- 
esota; June 1941; 61-10528-50 p.61) 


Cannon has published a pamphlet known as "Leon Trotsky Memorial Address," 
and bears the further title, "To the Memory of theOld Man." This was a speech / 
delivered August 28, 1940 at aTrotsky memorial meeting in New York City / 
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by James Cannons In this pamphlet, in referring to whether or not the disciples 
of Trotsky would be.able to carry out his testament to a victory of the 
Fourth International, he writes, "Without the slightest hesitation, 
we give an affirmative answer to this question. " On Page 3 of this pamphlet 
is also the following, "Thé mighty ideas of Trotsky are our program and our 
banner.'' Also on Page 3 is this statement, "In a letter to me, he once 
wrate (referring to Trotsky) that we work with the most correct and 
powerful ideas in the world with inadequate numerical forces and material 
means." On Page 6 of this pamphlet is the following, "His deeds are 
incorperated in the greatest revolution in the history of mankind----~he not 
only made a revolution, he wrote its history and explained the basic laws 
which govern all revolutions. In his history of the Russian revolution, 
he gave us a guide for the making of a new revolution, or rather, his extending 
throughtout the world a revolution t hat began in October, 1917." 
Additional data appears to the effect that Trotsky was only following out the 
ideas of Marx and Engels. The following is expressed on Page 7, "Indeed, 
our movement in the United States took shape and grew up on his ideas with- 
out his: physical presence." ‘On Page 11 of the pamphlet is the following, 
"{ delegation of party leaders made a visit to Mexico, which turned out to 
be their last visit-----we collected money in this country to fortify 
the house at the cost of thousands of dollars. All our members and sympathizers 
responded with great sacrifice. (On Page 12) At the hour Comrade 

/ 
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Trotsky was finally struck down, I was returning by train from a spe¢tial 
journey to Minneapolis. I had gone there for the purpose of arranging 

for new and especially qualified comrades to go down and strengthen the guard 
at Coycacan, --- The old man is dead. Even thenwe didn't permit 
ourselves to stop for weeping; we plunged immediately into the work 

to defend his memory and carry out his ttestament. (Page 15) But 

ours is not the grief of prostYtation, the grief that saps the will. It is 
tempered by rage and hatred and determination. We shall transmte it into 
fighting energy to carry on the old man's fight in a manner worthy of his 
disciples like good soldiers of Trotsky's army-—-~-with the song of 
confidence in Trotsky's Fourth International- the International Party 

that shall be the human race.” (From above pamphlet; 61-10528-94) Cag 
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‘ Ae ae aliases; Internal Security (R). © ~ oe 


3 


CO, Under date of August li, 1941 letter was sent. to the Bureau ~- 
S £ Fo) {le and a copy to the New York office containing information. - a 
: " concerning CANNON and a custodial detention memorandum. was 


GOPIES OF THIS et ay i : 
Bureau ee 
ae New York ay Bo “\b PIES DESTR 


pe, i Ly JuL_6 1960 yh 


an a DY IAL | oa i — fe 


100-1685 


also submitted, setting forth by witnesses the information available as 
to him. It is presumed that custodial detention card was forwarded to 
the New York office, which at the time this le tter was submitted wastthe 
office of origin in the above case. 


This letter and custodial detention memorandum was prepared subsequent to 
the presentation of evidence to the Grand Jury concerning CANNON and others 
and contained practically all of the available information against him. 
During the trial of the case in October and November, 19),1, at Minneapolis 
Minnesota, CANNON took the stand and admitted during a long period of tes- 
timony that he was the head of the Socialist Workers' Party in the United 
States and that it was a revolutionary body but claimed they advocated 
revolution only by peaceful means. 


All of the available information having been previously submitted in this 
file, except the conviction and sentence which is herein reported, this 
case is being closed. 


- CLOSED - 
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ECM iM ED 


St. Paul, Minnesota 


hes dames P. Cannon 
Internal Security ~- R 
Custodial Detention 


Dear Sir: 


entitled matter. 


is at liberty pending an appeal. 


of the subject's appeal are definitely known. 


Very truly yours, 


Mr. Tolson 

}Mr. E.A, Tamm. 
Mr. Clegg : 
Mr. Glavin . a 
| Mr. Ladd ‘ 
Mr. Nichols oi 


Director 


ofOMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
"MAILED 3° 


x Jaw 291942 PM. 
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Reference is mude to the report of Special Agent 8, Tf. 
Noonan dated June 5, 1942, at St. Paul, ‘“innesota, in the above 
The report reflects the instant case to be in 
a Closed status, although it states that the subject presently 


It is the Bureau's desire that the instant case be re= 
Opened and placed in a pending inactive status until the results 


John ‘“dgar Hoover 


wi, 2) aa. June 27, 1942 
pete [EG 21-3 
6 ake oD + 
C0 ag 3 ST neg 
aa? 11996 LAC 
Special Agent in Charge MAR 4 


HRimef 


$ 


Boag Cn’ 


“July 23, 1942 


CONFIYENTIAL 


Special Agent in Charge G8 
New York, New York 


oe a . 
RE: JAMES PATRICK CANON, WITH ALTASES 
INTERNAL SECURITY 


Dear Sir: 
There is enclosed herewith a photostatic 
copy of a custodial detention card relating to 


James Patrick Cannon, with aliases 
116 University Place 
New York, New York 


for appropriate and expeditious attention in 
_ accordance with existing Bureau instructions. 


Very truly yours, 


oo eee 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director Yehs 7: 
Enclosure 6 og: Bites Ray CEE — . 
ee Oe a H- 
yo, ta- (SP ALE 


4 


3 
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June 30, 1942 
HRimof 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAWRENCE M. C. SMITH 


CHIEF, SPECIAL WAR POLICIES UNIT 
Ie ae Pepe ee en, ic Gee 


Peek fe? 


There is transmitted herewith, a. dossier showing 
the information presently available we files of this 


-Bureau with respect to James Patrickt ynnon, with aliases 
whose address is . 116 University Place, New York, Wew York. 


It is recommended that this individual be 
considered for custodial detention in view of the existing 
emergency. The information contained on the attached dossier 
constitutes the basis for appropriate consideration in this 
regard. 


It should be understood, of course, 
information may be received from time to time 
that already available in the Bureau's files, 
data are received they will be made available 


that additional 
supplementing 
and as such 

to you so that 


the dossier in your possession may be supplemented thereby. 
It will be greatly appreciated if you will advise 
this Bureau at your earliest convenience as to the decision 
reached in this case, 
dr. Tolgson . 
: -: Very truly yours 
ir. B.A. Tamm_ . ne 
dr, Clegg Jsd 
ar. Glavin AA i . Te i 
fr. Ladd . oe se 
fr. Niehols SOWA TAGATIGRS Shu bas ps of - 2 
fr. Rosen - j ee neh nce Y IEF Whe - 
cn . a 4 Giana te es : John Edgar i 
pets Same y, =e ial i mane a4 ft Director ! ‘ 
fr. Carson i, I te JUN 30 (942 PEL. ‘ Bs We | a go DPE ieee eee eee 
. ry tye 
fr. Coffey = Enclosure werariastiot | © / ea 
fr, Hendon eae ; FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVEsTG : / 4 
ir, Kramer % WS. Ae aoe fae < 
Ir. McGuire arenes Cw 
. |r. Quinn Tamm__ ' : INO 
fr. Nease Zz ye: 
Hts Gandy oe _ t _ - aay 
: we 
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Z Bureau of Invuestis 


United States Department of Justice 
404 New York Building 
St. Paul, Jinn. 
July 27, 1942 


100-1685 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: JAMES p, CANNON : 
f INTERNAL SECURITY R 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated J ; 
Bureau file 61-10528, wherein the Bureau requests that this case 
be re-opened and placed ina pending inactive status until the 
results of the subject's appeal are definitely known. 


_ The attention of the Bureau was called to the fact that in 
rere oe P. vANNON, otal Xocialist Workers Party, with 
ali a th International" wheréin the 5v. raul Office was 
the office of origin, there were 18 subjects convicted including CANNON 
and an appeal was taken by all of these convicted persons to their 
attorneys. The above file has been kept open to report the disposition 


of the appeal as to all of these convicted persons. Many of the separate 
cases maintained on these individuals have been previously closed. 


It would, therefore, not appear to be necessary to keep this 
case or any of the 18 separate files open when all of these persons are 
carried in the same case wherein they were convicted and therefore this 
case will again be placed in a closed status unless instructions are 
received to the eontrary. 


Very truly yours, 


C. i. STHIN 
Special Agent in Charge 


‘ 


RIN:ip COPIES DESTROYED. 
153: JUL 6 1960 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO 
“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL" 


P peer | DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


DEH-TGG 
& AUG «4 19842 
(j MEMORANDUM FOR WR. J. EDGAR HOOVER ; 
‘\ DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Ls tts 


O 
Re: James Patrick Cannon 
116 University Place, 
New York City | 


Classification: A~2 


Set out above is the tentative dangerousness | 
classification of the above-named individual concern— 
ing whom information has been previously submitted to 
this Unit by the Bureau. 


“nis case has been referred to the Criminal Division 
for possible prosecution or such other action as they 
deem avpropriate. If further investigation is desired, 

a request will be made by the Yriminal Division. 


we NO hoa'ce 


ALL FBI iKFORK 
HEREIN I UNGLA ONTANED . Lawrence M. C. Smith 
med : Chief, Special War Policies Unit 


DATE 2/,0/%¢ By spa Se War oes \FG 


Vea 1892-14 ~ b 
| ee 


{ 


ee Aue 5 1019 


a ll 
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100-159214 -6% 
RWBsVEW 

‘Date: January 13, 1943 

To: 


SAC, New York 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: ey JAMES P. CANNON 
INTERNAL SECUsITY -& 
CUSTODIAL DETEN TLON 


In, connection with your investigation of ths above 
‘named individual, 1 wish to call your attention to the following 
information which has been received from the Office of Naval Intelli- 
gence, bearing the date of September 4, 1943: i 


- oy, A censorship report reveals thet SUBJECT rem 
ceived a cable from one EDVARD GRANT, Norkers International 
League, London, England, in wpich GRANT issued greetings 
of Socialist Workers Party of England to the Swe of America. 
GRANT stated in part: ‘Te pledge our wholehearted solidarity 
‘to our American comrades recently persecuted by reactionary 
Anerican imperialism. Te are confident thst our American 
Comrades will emerge strengthened and lead the workers of 
America to the victorious Socialist revolution’. In the 
cable to the SUBJECT, GRAKT also sent greetings to RATALIA 
(wife of Leon TROTSKY) and a pledge to carry on the work 
of Trotsky until the victory of the 4th International. 
ORANT stated further that the growth and power of the 
Socialist Party was evidenced by the vicious attack against 
Mr. Teleon Trotakyism by the Cepitalist class in Britain.” 


oe Wee ee | Any estos is onli pn yrofez id@v - 


Mr. Clegs 


Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd_. | . a) 
Mr. Nichols a Sip, 
Mr. Rosen “ panne Ses r LD yp 
Mr. Tracy G NI ~ nO apa ape 
cS J COMMUNICATIONS “BEG HON | ‘D. 
pis & 


| wt 
Mi nit Med 3% a> 
1 ( ' 


Mr. Carson ¢ 
2Y 
Mr. Goffey . ot 


Mr. Hebden, as \ ca aiiae 92 
Me eS ie ap ve SAN AS 48 3. By y | 
Mr. Kramers Og £8 j oa ©. / My ~~ CN At 
ks ante omcas r, FEWEWAL OUREAU UF IN‘ SriG/TIUN ye 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ Us 8. DEPARTHENT Ge aUSTICE | J 
Mr. Neass a SON AM ails ig SPURS 5 EEE V t 


7 i i J 
Mies Gandy Jt ! . 


a 
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Pa : rs 


} Z pu 
¢ . C. "Stes 
} 
5 al abet ; ; . 
r) CANNON, | Janes 9s ts ONT | 
116 University Place, New York City \ 


Ref: Various cards, same Subject, 


Reference cards reveal that SUBJECT is National leader 
of the Socialist Workers Party, political arm of 
Trotskyite movement; that he was convicted with 17 
other members for conspiring to advocate the overthrow 
of the Government by force and violence at Minneapolis, 
\seensorship report reyeals that SUBJECT received a 
cable from one EDWARD‘ GRANT, ‘Workers International 
League, London, England,.in which GRANT issued greet- 
ings of Wi Socialist Workers Party of England to 
the. SWP of America. GRANT stated in part: "We 
pledge our wholehearted solidarity to our American 


CANNON, James (Cont'd) GONELDENTIAG , ONT 


comrades recently persecuted by reactionary American 
imperialism. We are confident that our American 
Comrades will emerge strengthened and lead the worke 
ers of America to the victorious Socialist revolution". 


‘ NATALIA (wife of Leon TROTSKY) and a pledge to carry 
on the work of Trotsky until the vietory of the 4th 
International. GRANT stated further that the growth 
and power of the Socialist Party was evidenced by 
the vicious attack against Trotskyism by the Capital- | 
ist class in Britain’ Fel cognizant. | 

eo ae : 
ND=3, FBI, MIS September 4, 1942 B-7=CP ccd 


4 


KVORVED fa /e 
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In the gable to the SUBJECT, GRANT also sent greetings to . 


(ine 


(eer ei OK 
Wx ~ 9 INDEXED 4 


——_,_beral Bureau-of Investig 07 
United States Pepartment of Justice 
'  .New York, New York . 


’ KMB: MMR 7 "es ee ies 
(100-4013 . | | 
Director | a . aa evo RAO CORTE 


eg ARETE 


a 
Re: JAMES P. CANNON, ET AL; 
A SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY with aliases: 
Trotskyites, Fourth Internaticnal; . 
a INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 
Dear Sirs . oo a 
Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Kenneth M.7 ~ 
Bierly in the above-captioned matter dated December 4, 1942, in a 
‘which on page 17 there appears information to the effect that 
_ two Agents of this office interviewed JAMES P. CANNON, National 
- Secretary for the Socialist Workers .Party at the party headquarters, 
116 University Place, New York. City on November 4, 19426 


The results. of this interview were set ovt in instant re- 
port regarding the information as obtained by these two Agents. 
Inasmich as copies of instant report were being designated for ONI_ 
and G-2, and in view of the fact. that considerable piblicity -has 
occurred in the Socialist Workers Party publication, "The Militant" 
in regard to two Acents interviewing JAMES P. CANNON,. it was felt 
that in instant report that the names of the two Agents, namely, 
Special Agents William BD. Dunne and A. Fletcher Spiers wr. of 
this office, be deleted from instant - report. : 

For the fivther information of the Bureau, Special Agents. 
A. Fletcher Spigner, Jr. and William D, Dunne interviewed’ JAMES P, 
CANNCN in relation to the case entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Wreck 
of Pennsylvania Railroad Train No. 316 near Baden, Pennsylvania, 
March 16, 1942; SABOTAGE", New York file No. 98 243. _ Incidental 
te the interview regarding the Pennsylvania railroad train ‘wreck, 
Agents Dunne and Spigner were able to. obtain valuable and detailed 
information regarding JAMES P. CANNCN of the Socialist Workers pasty 


7 Very truly yours cache 
COPIES DESTROYED Ce,  oporer 02 ASI ANF -/0 
15a Ju § 0 P, B. FOXWORTH PY ot ; ae i 


rf i 
Assistant Director 


; 7 
i CH 


. “en ¥* 7 : - oe 
ie of Investigation . bo . ae YG Gi Bt ZF fire plete . S 
ashington, D. Cc. . pare A /teee-" p-6 ; sae 
, “ia Ff : os . : 
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87 Mr. Toison’ 7)! 
Mr. B.A. Tamm__ 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
y +.. QIRECTOR 


werenAs Se Mr. Clegg 
cra Hederal Bureau of Investigation aacertes 
Mr. Ladd 
United States Acpartment af Justice ane chois 
AWIGAUOAsen 
AMI (PERN ER enny pag inaton, a. C. Revi sisted Tracy 
ie fe Ne “Delenee lp. 1942 Seo To tig. Carson 
- eae K Mr. Coffey 
ae outed : ~ eae Fo 411 “\Mr. Hendon 
BY. SsPp-? j if a Ney Mr. Kramer 
~“MEMORANDUI gees Tess HE Mr. McGuire 
aS ee CM Harbo 
RE: OPEN LETTER TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
---- By James_ Pe. Cannon, National Tele. Room 
ers Party Mr. Nease 
bine iat he lah Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 


Reference is made to your request to be a d concerning 
the details of an article appearing in a newspaper entitled "The 
Militant" in which a letter written by James P. Cannon to the Attorney General 
was published under the title "Is the FBI Concocting a Frame-Up Against the SWP." 
You ask further to be advised why the article was not brought to your attention 
from within the Bureau at the time of its publication. 


For your information the interview referred to by Mr. Cannon in his 
letter to the Attorney General was conducted by Bureau Agents in connection with 
the case entitled "Unknown Subjects, Wreck of Pennsylvania Railroad Train No. 316, 
Baden, Pennsylvania, March 16, 1941, Sabotage." You may recall that the train 
immediately preceding the wrecked train carried a number of Russian engineers 
later ascertained to be members of the Amtorg Trading Corporation. Due to the 
suspicions of various informants of the Bureau, it was felt advisable to inter- 
view Mr. Cannon and one Max Shachtman, National Secretary of the Workers Party, 
in connection with instant case because it was believed that the perpetrators 
may have been attempting to wreck the train carrying the Russian engineers. 
Among the groups which were felt to be most bitter against the "Red" Russians 
was the Trotskyite group of which both Shachtman and Cannon are members. 


Special Agents E. F. Emrich and 4. Fletcher Spigner of the New York 
Field Office interviewed Max Shachtman on November 3 and Special Agents Spigner 
da William D. Dunne interviewed James P. Cannon on November 4, 1942. Both 
_ yShachtman and Cannon denied any knowledge concerning the wreck and further denied 
“on knowing anyone who might be suspected of wrecking the train. 


A memorandum to all "Comrades" dated November 7, 1942, was prepared by 
Max,Shachtman in which he set forth his version of the interview by Special Agent 
Spigner. In this memorandum Shachtman hinted strongly that there was a frame-up 

‘- against the Trotskyites in connection with the wreck and he further hinted that 
their enemies, the Stalinists, were behind the FBI inquiry. James P. Cannon pre= 
pared a letter for the Attorney General dated November 18, 1942, based upon the 

interview by Bureau Agents. The original of this letter was referred to 


i 
uP 


60 TAN 19,310! wel os COPIES ns apc VED 
QRAKrun 21374 
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Memo for the Director -~2- 


the Bureau by Mr. Biddle. and a copy of the same letter was inserted by Cannon 
in the November 21st issuell of "The Militant." LA 


Concerning your question why the article was not brought to your at- 
tention from within the Bureau at the time of its publication, please be advised 
that a memorandum was prepared for the Attorney General on November 27, 1942, 
when it was learned that a copy of Cannon's letter dated November 18, had been 
inserted in'"The Militant." This memorandum advised the Attorney General of the 
basis for the interview referred to by Cannon and further advised him that a 
copy of the letter had been inserted in "The Militant." There is attached hereto 
a copy of the memorandum sent to the Attorney General, the original of which 
was routed to you for your signature, along with photostatic copies of the bo 

November 21 issue of "The Militant." This memorandum cleared the Bureau on yy Ure 
November 30, 1942. 


Respectfully, 


: a 
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ae eee fe pvus c UVRUASSIAED 
AE eeswet | sho me 


- MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


You will recall that you recently referred a letter you had received on 


November 18, 1942, from James P. Cannon, National Secretary of the Socialist 
Workers Party, to this Bureau. To refresh your memory, this letter is being quoted; 


"November 18, 1942 
"yy. Francis Biddle 
Attorney-General of the United States 
Washington, G. C. 


pear Sirs 


-", few days ago two agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
appeared at my office at the headquarters of the Socialist Workers Party, 
116 University Place, Hew York City, and inquired of me whether I had had 
anything to do with a train wreck that occurred about a year and a half 
ago. ‘They also expreseed their intention to question other leaders and 
members of the party on the same subject. 


‘what is the meaning of this fantastic inquisition? How could the 
F.8.I. ever arrive at a theory that we, membors of a workers political 


_ party with openly declared political aims, could be interested in wreck- 


4ng trains? All our writinge show clearly that we are opposed to 
individual violence and sabotage. : 


"It appears that in the train directly following or preceding the 
one that was wrecked there was a car carrying engineers and officiale 
of the Soviet Union. . 


"Jt is possible that an agent of the 1.B.I., completely unacquainted 


‘ with what our movement stands for, assumed that the Trotskyists, being 


enemies of the Stalinists, might have recourse to violence and sabotage. 

But it is also possible that, when Stalin became friendly with Washington 

and London, the G.P.U. became fricndly with the F.B.I., and that the 

G.P.U. has suggested to the F.B.I. the concoction of a typical Stalinist 
frame-up against the Troteskyists. 


See Se Se Se, ee a ee eS ae . z - 4 
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Mencrandun for the ; 
Attorney General - oe 


"In either case, I want to protest at being subjected to questions 
which imply that Trotskyists resort to sabotage and violence against 
individuals. fhe American workers, and all decent citisens, must recoil 
with horror from the implication that the federal government is going into 
the business of imputing fantastic crimes of violence and sabotage to 
political opponents and critics, and of framing up such charges against 
then, when the real purpose is political persecution. 


"Gur political ideas can be read in all our papers and pamphlets 
openly published and distributed. Any attempt to attribute ideas and 
practices to us outside of those that are openly advocated by us must 
be publicly called by its right name: a prelude to a frame-up. 


Yery truly yours, 
/s/ i P, Canrion 


' dames P. Cannon, National Secretary 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY* 


You may be interested to know that this letter was quoted verbatim in 
the November 21st, 1942 issue of "The Hilitant,® a newspaper published in the 
‘interests of the working people. This letter appeared under the caption, "Is. 
The FBI Concocting a Frame-Up Against the SNP." 


For your information the interview referred to by Mr. Cannon was con- 
ducted by Bureau Agents in connection with the case entitled "Unknown Subjects, 
Wreck of the Pennsylvania Railroad Train Ko. 316 at Baden, Pennsylvania, March 16, 
1941, Sabotage." You may recall that the train immediately preceding the wrecked train 
carried a number of Russian engineers later ascertainedto be nembers cf the amtorg 
Trading Corporation. Dune to the suspicions of various informants of this Bureau, 
it was folt advisable to interview fg. Cannon and one Max Shachtman, National 
Secretary of the Workerp Party, in cormection with inatant case because it was felt 
that the perpetrators may have been attempting to wreck the train carrying the 
Russian engineers. Among the groups who were felt to be mest bitter against the 
"Red" Russians was the Trotskyite group of which both Shachtman and Cannon are 
Said to be members. 


ir. Cannon's reaction to the inierview is clear from his letter and it 
may interest you to know that Shachtmants attitude was very sinilar to that of 
Mr. Cannon. fr. Shachtman has written a memorandum to be read te all of the 
"comrades" of his organization in which he uses similar phraseology to that used 
by Cannon. 
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Hemorandum for the 
Attorney General ~3-~- 


} 


if 
ox 


Due to the attitude taken by Mr. Cannon in thie matter and due to the 
tenor of his letter, this Bureau is making no acknowledgment thereto. The 
original of Mr. Cannon's letter is being retained for the Bureau -files and will 
not be returned to you unless you advise that you desire its return. 


Respectfully, 


_John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENER«u 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


July 16, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR 
HUGH B. COX, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENBRAL 
AND c 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ° 


I refer to Mr. L. M. C. Smith's memorandum to ime dated June 28, 
1943, which reviews the history, development, and meaning of the Special 
Case work and of the danger classifications that were made as a part of 
that work. 


After full re-consideration of these individual danger classifica- 
tions, I am satisfied that they serve no useful purpose. The detention 
of alien enemies is being dealt with under the procedures established 
by the Alien Enemy Control Unit. The Special Case procedure has been 
found to be valueless and is not used in that connection. There is no 
statutory authorization or other present justification for keeping a 
"custodial detention" list of citizens. The Department fulfills its 
proper functions by investigating the activities of persons who may have 
violated the law. It is not aided in this work by classifying persons 
as to dangerousness. 


Apart from these general considerations, it is now clear to me that 
this classification system is inherently unreliable. The evidence used 
for the purpose of making the classifications was inadequate; the stand- 
ards applied to the evidence for the purpose of making the classifica- 
tions were defective; and finally, the notion that it is possible to 
make a valid determination as to how dangerous a person is in the ab- 
stract and without reference to time, environment, and other relevant 
circumstances, is impractical, unwise, and dangerous. 


For the foregoing reasons I am satisified that the adoption of this 


* classification system was a mistake that should be rectified for the 


future. Accordingly, I direct that the classifications heretofore made 
should not be regarded as classifications of dangerousness or as a 


AO ~ 5° Pf 
? 
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determination of fact in any sense. In the future, they should 
not be used for any purpose whatsoever. Questions raised as to 
the status or activities of a particular person should be dis- 
posed of by consideration of all available information, but 
without reference to any classification heretofore made. 


A copy of this memorandum should be placed in the file 
of each person who has hitherto been given a classification. In 
addition, each card upon which a classification appears should be 
stamped with the following language: 


"THIS CLASSIFICATION IS UNRELIABLE. IT IS 
HEREBY CANCELLED, AND SHOULD NOT BE USED 

AS A DETERMINATION OF DANGEROUSNESS OR OF 
ANY OTHER FACT. (SEE MEMORANDUM OF JULY 16, 
1943 FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO HUGH B. 
COX AND J. EDGAR HOOVER) ." 


a Re er Ot Ans Gia hacoy 


Attorney General ; ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION): 


SAE ST. PAUL: w | | — rie’no. 100-1216 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


‘| REPORT MADE AT ; DATE WHEN MADE. : PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY pe 
. WHICH M. 13 3 ae 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 11-9-12 Re T. NOONAN, SA \ 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


. JAMES P, CANNON, otal “socIALIst WORKERS! PARTY, INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


WAS TROTSKY 1TESEZ FOURTH INTERNATIONAL _ | CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
Seapfour } aes 
Appeal in this case argued before U. 8S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Ste. Louis, Missouri, November.5, 1942. Decision not expected be- 
fore January. 193. 


. roe? | ees | ls 
| an _ Report of Special Agent R. T. NOONAN, St. Paul, dated May 13, 1942, 
DETAILS: =—S—-—s AT._-: ST.PAUL, MINNESOTA: | 
aN 7 us. Attorney, VICTOR E. ANDERSON, advised that this dane was argued 


by himself and Assistant to Attorney General, HENRY SCHWEINHAUT, of 
the Department, at St. Louis, Missouri on November 5,192. It is ae 
not expected that a decision will be handed down much before the en 
first of January 1943. — Rapa moet NG ‘ 

‘ : {- ' 


canoe A Q_Rhersiianac ° Do WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
ronwanoes; WY XX) ASP are Nor 
. JX . 7 v ~ = ’ % 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
vee ; , 
f 
CE Bureau a r 
1 a USA, St. U : - * ’ : . a s i 
2 - Sti Paul is, i | 


=~ : Shee OQ 
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE = 1841-—O - 281888 


| NW 51370 Docid:34261532 Page 120 
i 


100-1246 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
ST. PAUL FIZLD DIVISION: 
AT ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA: 


Will keep in touch with U. S. Attorney so that the decision of the Circuit 
Court of Appeals when received may be appropriately reported. 


tT 
\S 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 NEW YORK, WN. Y. . 100-1246. 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT . i . FILE NO. . = 


REPORT MADE AT : DATE WHEN MADE - PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


\l- ST. PAUL, MONNESOTA 9/24/43 ict ROY T, NOONAN ty 


TITLE Q CHARACTER OF CASE 
gawes PO cANNON, etal; SOCIALIST WORKERS' PARTY, tes 
was, TROTSKYITES, FOURTH INTERNATIONAL EER SECURED Se 


Se 


SYNOPSIS OF FacTs: JU, 8. Circuit Court of Appeals, St. Louis, Missouri, affirmed 
the conviction of all 18 convicted Subjects, the opinion 
? being filed at St. Louis, Missouri, 9/20/43. Defendants 
UA NS. are being ordered to surrender to-the U. S. Marshal at St. 

7 . Paul, Minnesota, but the present indications are > they will 
appeal to the U. &. Supreme Court. 


-P- 


Renee: of Special Agent ROY T. NOONAN dated at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, December 1, 1942. 


AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA: gate 


te S 


United States Attorney VICTOR BE. ANDERSON on Septembar. 22 
1943, advised that the circuit Court of Appeals at S55, eon 
Missouri, on September 20, 1943, affirmed the conviétion. of 
all eighteen convicted Subjects in this case, and that hé “had 
been notified that the opinion of the court ‘had been filed 
with the Clerk.of United States Circuit Court of Appeals; 

St.- Louis, Missouri, on n September 20, 1943.- Mr. ANDERSON" 


ew. 


O# f= /P) 


cS was rendered by Circuit Judge STONE, the other two Cirouit 
TAS) Judges concurring in the opinion. Mr. ANDERSON stated that 
“the defendants’ would be ordered to'surrender to the United 
States Marshal at St.'Paul, Minnesota, but that there are 

“al indications they may appeal this case to the United States 
Wi ae: a 

2" *) { SEAR & 


foby ity 
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Aye, wa ' wid z : 
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1--New York (Information )..° 
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St. Paul #100-1246. 7 


THE NEW YORK FIELD. DIVISION: 
A copy of this report is being submitted to the New York 
office, inasmuch as that office advised by teletype September 
22, 1943, concerning information that ALBER LDMAN, attorney 
for the S.W.P., and ROG ALDWIN, of thevAmeric Civil | 
Liberties Union, had conferred relative too teua te carey 
this—to the Supreme Court, and said teletype mentioned the 
defendants believed to reside in the New York area. 


-PENDING- 


moe 


“54 ~ 


CCMsAKR 
_ 100=159214 


9/43 U7 ogy 7 2 es 


MERDRANDUM BOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
- Res peep camica 


— 


In connection with the investigation of: ocialist Workers 
Party by this Buresu it is deemed advisable that a technical surveillance 


jbe established on the home of James P. Cannon, National Secretary of that 
S rganization, at 128 West llth Street, New York City, Apartment 71, telephone 
. . 


vr Algonquin 45215. . ; 
& 2 Noe. Cannon has: long besn recognized as one of the most outstanding 
y 


frevolutionists in this. country. Prior to the ¢reation of the Commnist Party, 
USA», Gannon was a member of the. Industrial Workers of thea orld. He wag 
~'"@ gainstrumental in the creation of the Communist Party, U.S As, and in 1921 acted 
= Glas Chairman of the then mown Central Executive Committes of that Party. 
qj-e[Subsequent to that date Ganncn attended several World Cergressesa of the 
2° [mira (Commmist) International, at which time he had considerable to say con= 
= 


“other individuals who were also members of the Party, split with the Party 
@\creating an opposition group. ‘his group in 1938, after fusing with other 


| Bee rotskyite elements ferred the Socialist Workers Farty, which Party edhores 
! tis Saree bO the teachings of leogyfrots as opposed to thoss of JosoMStalin. 
Bian . The files of this Bureau are replete with information concerning 
revolutionary activities on the part of Gannon. In the early 1920's he was 
1 indicted on several occasions for so-called radical activities. a: ee 
“Mr. Tol se ; : . = re) 7 
Me a ene Tpmm-— Of recent date information has been received reflecting that, “lL ~ 
. et 
ae ae ¢ residence of Cannen. This residence is also presently’ being used ye 
. Ne. G1 WintentR Gunne,’ former Acting labor Secretary of this group. AOS es 


w’ Ros8233-be-necessary,to obtain technical 
Mr. Tracy ‘ “5. 
Mr. Acers ¢ 


Mr. Carson 
. Mr. Harbo fay) “hi, an “Ap. 
‘Mr. Hendon. Wy 
Mr. Mumford 
Mr. Starke 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
=" DIRECTOR 


Washington, B. C. a, ; 
OR Wee SoM 
- PERSONATAND=CONFTRENTIA 


aad? AG 


esac OC eae 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Re: James P- Cannon 
, Me. 
cialist Workers. 


In’ connection with the investigation of the tiie Gea 
Party by tis Bureau it is deemed advisable that a technical surveillance _ 


be established on the home of James P. Cannon, National Secretary of that—/on nu. 


organization, at 128 West llth Street, New York City, Apartment Thy 
OSS number Algonquin 45215. ol Nh 


HI 


Cannon has long been recognized as one of the most 

revolutionists in this country. Prior to the creation of th mT 4 

| x. U.S.A., Cannon was a member of the Industrial Workers of the'World. He was 

| we instrumental in the creation of the Communist Party, U.S.A., and in 1921 acted 

' as Chairman of the then known Central Executive Committee of that Party. 

Subsequent to that date Cannon attended several World Congresses of the 

i Third (Communist) International, at which time he had considerable to say con- 

cerning Party policy in this country. In 1934 Cannon, along with several 
other individuals who were also members of the Party, split with the Party 

_ ‘creating an opposition group. This group in 1938, after fusing with other 
Trotskyite elements formed the Socialist Workers Party, which Party adheres 

bk ‘. to the teachings, of Leon Trotsky as opposed to those of Josef Stalin. 


a 


: The files of this Bureau are replete with information concerning 
@ : + revolutionary activities on the part of Cannon. [In the early 1920's he was 
indicted on several occasions for so-called radical activities. 

Of recént date information has been received reflecting that 
meetings of the Socialist Workers Party in New York City are being held at 
the residence of Cannon. This residence is also presently being used by | 
Vincent R. Dunne, former Acting Labor Secretary of this group. 


i It is felt that to completely cover the activities of this organiza- 
| tion in New York City, in which area its activities are most intense, it 
; will be necessary to obtain technical coverage of Cannon's residence. 


= recommend that -the requested surveillance be authorized. 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINETE | | 


| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF} - . Respectfully, 
|DATENAR y tse By selerc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE}--. ¢ _ 
* * £GF:MLC . ‘ITED STATES DEPARTMENT: —. - os 


| ae (10-6-43-—-} ¥) 


a peo Py apes 
— {9G a tf - /(o  ShC, NEW YORK Cry 


“trang t srieqine message to: 
v (iti BE CODED c 


TECHNICAL SURVFLLLANCE AUTHORIZED TO COVER JAMES P, CANNON, APT, 
see ATT * CONTATNED 
SEVEN ONE, ONE TWO EIGHT WEST ELEVENTH STREET, NYC, git, TH PLPMATTON FS 


HOOVER 


CLASSIFIED BY: 


DLeLASSry ON: 


G0.,¥ 4 
ay sau DECISIONS ey eouiney 


3/4/% es 
CLASSIFIED BY s7-6 2¢E ‘: 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X_S__ 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. BE. A. Tamm_, 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey. 
Mr. Glavin. 

Mr. Ladd : 

Mr. Nichols_~ vay. 

Mr. Rosen___*._, a - oy os 
Mr. Tracey 
Mr. Acers 
Mr. Carson, 
Mr. -aeeaeerT e 
Mr. Hendon Ft ae ae 
Mr. Mumford foie 
Mr. ptstke = 0 We 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ‘NEW YORK, NEW YORK NY pmeno, 100025905 KRE 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
: WHICH MADE 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 6 fa 0/11,14~16,18| 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


JAMES PATREGK CANNON ith ao 
James Cooks Redwell ,Kar sner INTERNAL SECURITY = ¢ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: “JAMES ae National Secretary of thé Wocialist _ 
: Workers Party, TROTSKYITES, was born 2/11/90, Rosedale, 
Kansas. He has been active as a member, leader or 
organizer of numerous radical organizations in the 
United States such as the International Workers of 
the World, Communist Labor Party, Workers (Communist) : 
Party of America, International Labor Defense, 
Communist League of America (Opposition), Workers 
Party, and presently the Socialist Workers Partyae 
He represented the Workers Party of America. on the: 
penecuyare Committee of the Commmist International 
in 1922 and was a delegate to the Fourth and Sixth 
F Horta Congresses of the. Communist International 
held in Moscow, Russia, CANNON and seventeen mem- 
bers of the Socialist Workers Party were convicted 
12/1/41 of seditious conspiracy, which decision was 
upheld by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals 
on 9/20/43, This case is presently being appealed 
to the United ohne tok aay Court. poscrspeacn set 


‘Report of Special “Agent R. T. NCONAN, 
dated 6/5/42, at St. Paul.. 


’ | 
DETAILS: VS This case is being reopened inasmuch as JAMES Ph && 


CANNON is considered to be a key figure in the 3 
ra Ww < ew York Field Division to report the available & 
alee “ye! information regarding him in the case file phd © 
z \ ¢ so that his activities may be kept up to d bee 
L e | 
ae eh es , 
SEP ROvED AND & sa Qar28 sprecin, RENT : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES : fae WA 
7.) 7 eae ee BBTORUL 
. COPIES OF THIS REPORT a °° ‘ ° & . 
ae «AG u , ‘Enpexen ahs 


1 Capts Re ce _MacFall, ONI BX ~64 
2 Washington Field — ae med een 754 
2. New York . ; * om te > va lar owe] SE e tye 


|S ‘Col. S. V_ Constant, qua ¥ : \\ we 30 NOY 3 1943 — 


ccna ayes -ost nat 
os e 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NY 100225905 


Confidential ormant Tl advised t JAMES P, CANNON 
resides with his wife, ROSEGKARSNER, and VINCENT NNE at 128 W, llth 
Street, New York City, Apartment No, 71, and that ha is kmown at this 
apartment house under the name of Mr. KARSNER and not under the name of 
JAMES P, CANNON. He advised that the KARSNERS receive no mail at this ; 
address and that they have quite a few visitors who come to their aparte aon 
ment during the evening hours and late into the morning, From their 
appearance and mode of dress, the Informant has been under the impression 
that they are Bolsheviks, This Informant stated, however, that these 
people have never said anything to him which would indicate that they 
actually are Bolsheviksa 


The following information, unless specifically indicated, 
has been obtained from a review of the files of the New York Office, 


JAMES P, CANNON joined’ the Socialist Party at Kansas 

City in 1908 and in 1911 joined theA{International Workers of the World. 
He took part in the organization ofa Left Wing group in Kansas City in 
1918, He was editor of the local Left Wing weekly paper, "The Workers 

World," in 1919, He was delegated to the National Left Wing Conference 
in New York City in June of 1919 and was elected a member of the Labor = 
Committee of the National Left Wing. He was foundation member of the , 

Communist Labor Party and the first district organizer for the St. Louis- 

Kansas City Districts in 1919 and 1920, 


He organized the first underground Communist groups in 

the mine field of Kansas and Southern Illinois, CANNON was elected to 

the Central Executive Committee at the first underground convention at 

Bridgman, Michigan, in May, 1920, and was re-elected at every subsequent 

convention of the Party until his expulsion in 1928, He was editor of the 

Party league paper, "Thex#edler," in 1920, He was a delegate to the Fourth 

and Sixth World Congresses of the Communist International and also to a 

number of the sessions of the Enlarged Executive Committee of the Communist i 
International, He was National Secretary of the International Labor 

Defense from its foundation in June, 1925. to October 1928, 


The American Labor "Who's Who" for 1925 had the following 
to say about CANNON: 


Assistant Executive Secretary of the Workers Party of America; 


Chairman, Central Executive Committee since August, 1921; 
Political Committee since orgenization in 1921; 


CONFIXENTIAE 
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NY 100025905 . St ape te 


Born February 11, 1890, Kansas City, K 
Father, a foundry worker, Public High 
Kansas City Law College. Member Hotel 
International Alliance and the Bartende 
of America. Central Executive Committe 
merger with Workers Partye. Represented 
Committee of Communist International, 1 
Year of the Russian Heeler ons, Penpals 


SQSe 

chool, Kansas City; 

d Restaurant Employees 

s International League 
Communist Party 1920 until 
Workers Party on Executive 
22, Author; "The Fifth 


The "Militant" issue of 1 129] 
CANNON was "“orgenizer in Akron rubber ‘strike 
Workers Strike, Superior, Duluth and Superio 
others, Indicted for conspiracy in the Peor 
1913 and was indicted by Federal Government 
the Kansas coal miners in 1919. No convicti 
arrests and short jail terms," 


on page eight states that 
in 1913, Peoria Metal 
Ore Dock Strike and many 
a Metal Workers Strike in 
or activity in strike of 
n in either case, Numerous. 


In 1919, CANNON was charged with conspiracy to violate the 
Lever Act and was committed to jail in default of $15,000 bond, 


As a member of the International Workers of the World, 
: CANNON addressed a meeting at the TW Hall, New York City, on August 8, 
1921 and asked the IW to show their spirit by being true, class-conscious 
Revolutionists, by working with all their might for the overthrow of the 
capitalist Bayer mien’ here and all over the world, \ 


nfidential Informant whose identity is know to 
the Bureau, advised that CANNON'S party name in 1921 was REDWELL, and 
that in a speech at Parkview Palace, New York City, in the same year, 
CANNON stated that the Workers League was out to make or try to make a 
secure Soviet Republic in America, 


In a -secret meeting held in théYiri sh-Amer ican Labor 
League. Hall, 250 W. 25th Street, New York City, on November 18, 1921, 
CANNON explained that thd ist Party had gone underground because 
the capitalist class and the government were trying to clean it out and 
stated that the Communists should be in every fight of the workers and 
at all times lead the masses which could not be done if the Party were 
underground, 


CANNON represented theifierican Labor Alliance in the 
organization of the Workers Party of America in New York City in 
December, 1921, 


Rte 


4 
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NY 100025905 

CONFIDENTIAL © 
: CANNON was elected Chairman of the Workers Party ata — 
convention in New York City on December 8 1921, He acted as Chairman 


of the Workers Party Joint Convention at Philadelphia on December 15, 
1921 as a representative of the American Labor. Alliancos 


He was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury at Kansas City, 
Missouri, during the nationswide coal strike in 1922, being charged with 
radical activities in the coal fields at Pittsburgh, Kansas, On 
Jamary 23, 1922, a demurrer to the indictment was suspended and CANNON 
was released, ; 


At a meeting held on January 29, 1922 at Mercantile Hall, — 


Kansas City, Missouri, he stated that the purpose of the Workers Party 
was to unite the radical elements in the United States into one great 
party; that they mst work within the trade unions; and that when they 
have power and strength, they will strike as they struck in Russia, He 
also praised Russia and spoke concerning the struggle of the capitalists 
against the working man and declared that Communism was their only 
alternative, else the destruction of civilization, 


A pemphlet entitled "The Russian Famine" indicated that 


CANNON was a member of the Advisory Committee of théyPriends of Soviet 


Russi . 


= 


In June of 1922, under the alias of COOK, CANNON took 


part in the preliminary meeting of the Executive Coumittes of tha(Third 


Anternational in Moscow as representative for North Americas He was also 
eleoted to the International Commission which was to make preparations 
for the Fourth Congress of the Commmist Internationale 


' On June 13, 1922, at the Fourth Congress of the Third — 
International, he was elected as en Alternate to the Presidium of the 
Enlarged Committee of the Commmnist Internationale Under the alias of 
COOK, he was elected to a committee to elaborate the program of the 

ist International. CANNON, at the Second Annual Convention of the 
Workers Party held on December 24, 1922 at the Labor Temple, East 84th 
Street, New York City, was elected to the Central Executive Committess © 


! A mimeographed letter of the Workers Party signed by 
C, YRUTHENBERG, Executive Secretary, dated January 8, 1923, carries the 
name of JAMES P, CANNON as National Chairman in the letterhead, This 
letter was sent to all Party branches stating that the Party now had a 
Commmist program and announced the distribution of a million copies of 


this prograile ; . 
CONFIDENTIAL. 
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NY 100225908 | CONF NTIAL 


_ ‘In @ speech at lasters tal}, Lynn, Massachusetts, on 
March 4, 1923, CANNON stated that Russia must be, freed from the so-called 
blockade enfarced upon her by the bourgeoisie countries of the world and 
that it, therefore, behooved the workers of America, as well as the 
workers of other capitalistic countries, not only to organize to help 
the Commnist Government of Russia, but to organize powerfully in their . 
respective countries to control the affairs in their om countries 
go that the workers may be in a position to establish an international 
working and ruling class to cooperate with Soviet Russiag He aleo urged 
the workers of America to stand by Sovaet Russia and the principles of 
Communi sme 


Under the letterhead of the Workers Party of America, — 
JAMES P, CANNON, National Chairman, dated March 14, 1923, all district 
organizers, federation secretaries, city central committees and party 
branches were urged to hold a united front May Day demonstration on. 
May 1, 1923. 


_ GANNON im a speech on March 18, 1923 at the Paine Memorial 
Hell, Boston» Massachusetts, described his recent visit to Russia and 
stated “,.ceelo were also told to say to the representatives of the 
proletariat of the various countries when we returned home, that the Red | 
Army are your brothers and that you can depend.upon the Red Army at 
the proper time to fight with you against the Capitalist class," He also 
stated "I wish to oall your attention to something which.we all noticed 
and spoke of Upon the hundreds of gun vee that pastes by we saw 
the letters 'U,5,A,*" 


On March 25, 1983, a@ petition was filed with the Attorney 
General requesting the prosecution of CANNON and others under Section 
Five, Criminal Code of 1910. CANNON was charged with being Chairman 
of the Commnist. Workers Party of America and as having spent six months 
in Russia as delegate to the Communist Internationale 


On March 27 and 28,5 1923 at Worcester, Unveaaatte: he 
addressed a mass meeting under the auspices of the Friends of Soviet 
Russia, in which he praised Soviet Russia, condemned capitalists of this 
country, and advised that the energetic organization of tho Workers Party 
be continued, He stated that after a tour of New York, Pennsylvania, 
end Ohio, he expected to return to Russia for six months, He addressed 
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the meeting at Liberty Hall, Washington, Do C., held by the Workers Party 
of America on April 4, 1923 and discussed his visit to Russia in June . 
of 1922 stating that he conferred with LENIN and TROTSKY. 


CANNON praised Russia and stated that the Soviet Government 
sould welocme| the recognition of other governments until such time as it 
could obtain the recognition of the "Proletariat of the World," which 
time was not very far distanced as every government had within it a certain 
element working from an end which would bring this result throughout 
the world in a very few years, 


While speaking at the Labor Lyceum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
on April 15, 1923, CANNON stated, "I don't want to say that the workers 
of. this country will revolt, but it is coming, No.one can say what is 
in the air, You know we can’t say what we would like to say in this 
eens and I want to obey the laws," 


In a speech at: Grdinats Hall, Cleveland, ohio, CANNON 
discussed the Communist setup in Russia and stated that the Russian leaders 
told the Americans present at the Fourth International (Fourth Congress?) 
that their energy should be devoted to the organization and support of a 
powerful labor party or labor union, and that time and propaganda be ~ 
spent on the development of class consciousness among the workers of 
Americas : 


' . Speaking at Carmon’s Auditorium, Chicago, Illinois, on 
May 1, 1923, CANNON, as Chairman of the Central Executive Committee of. 
the Workers Party of America and momber of the Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party, urged every Trade Unionist to get behind WILLIAM Zg\FOSTERo 


Speaking at Richmond Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
May 11, 1923, CANNON stated that he was for seven months a fraternal 
member of the Executive Conmi ttee of the Communist International at Moscowe 


In a speoch at Franklin, Kansas, on June 17, 1923, he stated 
that the ieeien Revolution is in the heart of every Rebel worker in the 
world » it's in America, He stated that Soviet Russia is not a country 
but a movement end that when the workers of Europe and America join the 
meee it will be the end of capitalists, 
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At Portland, Oregon, on July 3, 1928, CANNON advocated © es 
international revolution of the workers against capitealia, stating that rr 
the Russian Revolution was only a step in the world revolution, He also 

stated, "the present Communist Government of Russia is far superior to 

the capitalistio government of the United Statese" 


In a meeting at Los Angeles, in July of 1928, CANNON 
spoke of the Fourth Communist Congress and declared that Soviet Russia in 
three years would have 10,000 planes carrying propaganda throughout 
Burope and some in America, He joyfully told the audience of the Communist 
victory in a Pennsylvania anthracite coal field elections 


CANNON, together with nonmn Nwayor, requested seating at 
‘the Industrial Workers of the World Convention at Chicago, Illinois, on 
November 12, 1923 as a delegate of the Third International of Labor Unions. 
He also requested the convention to elect a delegate to the next convention 
of the Third International at Moscow. Upon being denied seating at this 
convention, a cable was then dispatched from the Executive Bureau of the 
Third International at Moscow authorizing CANNON end MINOR to speak in 
behalf of the Internationale @)4 


In a speech at Richmond Hall, wtiaceessliy Minnesota, CANNON 
on February 3, 1924 stated that the Commmist Party mst become a militant 
organization and that each worker should prepare himself, join the Workers 
Party, bore from within, and when the time comes take up arms and fight 
and destroy for the purpose of ultimately obtaining hia desiress 


' While speaking at the North Side Turner Hall, Chicago, 
Illinois, on April 13, 1924, CANNON stated that he wished that every 
Commnist would endeavor to get as many members as possible to join the | 
ranks and that in a short time they would be able to overthrow this 
capitalist country « the United States Governments : 


In 1924, CANNON was a,member of a committee of four, cone 
sisting of JAY STONE, CHARLES Eg) RUTHENBERG end WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, which 
committees was appointed by the Commmist International, whose purpose was 
to supervise the preparation of a platform for all Party work in all 

_ directions, such as election campaigns and economic and political work 
in general, 


JAMES P, CANNON was a candidate for Governor of the State — 
of New York in 1924 on the Workers Party ticket, 
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Confidential Informant advised,that each district 


of the Workers Party of America was to furnish a l of three names to 
_ the Central Committee of the Party for the purpogé of sending workers 


recommendations to Chicago on October 23, 1924, KRUMBEIN had stated that 

he did not know whom the Central Committee elected to send into the 

military services, stating that he only mows that CANNON and BITTELMAN oe 
constituted the "military commission" and that they will make the erpetntmentaf $7) 


On April 14, 1925, this Informant advised that CANNON, 
WILLIAM Ze FOSTER, C. Be ERG and JAY LOVESTONE are in Moscow and are 
expected back in the United States in three weeks, He stated that these 
four men constitute two delegations from the Workers Party. of America,. 
representing two trends in the Party and that they will present their viewe 
points to the Commmist Internationale FOSTER and CANNON were representing 
the sae groupe 3 

CANNON was the National Secretary of pe ero 
Labor Defense which was organized on June 28, 1925; Sunday, September 13, 
1925, was designated "Labor Defense Day" and a number of demonstrations 
were plenned, Speaking of these demonstrations, CANNON stated,"we are 
going to have these demonstrations in 100 cities from coast to coast and 
we are mobilizing a hundred of the best speakers in the labor movement to 
speak to ete: 


During the Gcavedvine of the Workers party of America in 
1925 CANNON was made a momber of the Secretariat of the Central Executive 
Committee and was also a member of the Folitical Committee which was to 
discuss the work of the Party between meetings of the Central Executive 
Committees . : 


Minutes of the Political Bureau of the Commmist Party 
reflect that in a meeting of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
held on Januery 4, 1926 a motion was made "that Comrades BEDACHT and 
CANNON be elected as representatives of the C,E,.C.* Central Executive 
Committee) to appear before the convention and that ‘they be made nade delega' 

Yr tiie B,C.C.I, (Executive Committee of the Communist Tatarna tone RR. he, 


Speaking at Ford Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, on January 20, 
1927, in commemoration of the third anniversary of the death of LENIN, 
held under the auspices of the Workers Fexty” of reer CANNON s tateds 
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) 3 eo Pes agar ete 
; . LAAT ST 
"TP there are not a hundred thousand Communists now, there will Ue wary” 800Ng 
LENIN is alive in the New York labor movement; Oh, yes, LENIN is alive in 
sleepy old Boston though you may not lnow it. LENIN'S life should be held 
up as a model. tothe world, It was LENIN who was the guide of SACCO and © 
VANZBTTIe When you see the best spirits of our labor movement imprisoned, 
then you see who. are following LENINe LENIN belonged to the revolutionary 
socialist movementeesThe capitalist world is led by Mr.e COOLIDGE and the 
United States, Against them is LENIN and Soviet Russia and this is the 
struggle todaysesefmotion of the United States Government is to beat 
down the working class, This movement in industry in the United States 
does not belong to us yet. The Federation of Labor is a slave pene The 
workers lead miserable, unhappy and uneducated lives, The newspapers are 
only machines for the capitalists. The military forces, the jails and the 
judges are all in the interest of the employer's class. In this struggle 
ie LENIN in Russia; opposed to him is COOLIDGE in the United States of 
Americas f 


SACOO and VANZETTIe ‘They are in prison for our cause, Don't forget that. 

I do not mean to tell you to tear down the prisons, That would be prematuree 
They will bo useful for us to use in the revolution, Wo will put the : 
bourgeoisie in them and turn the tableseoeeWo are working today in China; 

we are Working today with the British coal miners; we are working today 

in Soviet Russia; we are working today everywhere, Our time will come; 
America will topple. Our work will bear fruit. We, on this third annie 
versary of LENIN'S death, will take up his teachings, Today belongs to 
Capitalism; tomorrow belongs to us,” 


The minutes of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party, dated February 24, 1927, reported that the World Congress of tho 
MOFPR was to be held on March 18, 1927 and that CANNON had been instructed 
by cable to attend, His presence at the Comintern Executive meeting 
in 1927 was desired by Moscow. He was considered as one of five persons 
in the United States who was sufficiently alive and responsible to make 


his attendance worth-while,. AK ue 
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CANNON was Siesta to the Polbureau of the Communist Party 
end was Executive Seorotary of the International, Labor Defense in 1927.6 


On December 16, 1927, the dectral Exeoutlve Committee of 
the Workers (Commmnist) Party of America appointed a new "military and 
‘strategy committee" and CANNON was one of those appointed, This list 
was on its way to the Executive Committee of the Commmist International 
in Moscow for approvale( jk) WA . 


“fhe American Labor Yearbook for 1929 indicates that CANNON © 
at the Fifth Convention of the Workers Party, September 1, through 6, 1927, 
was elected to the Central Executive Committecs 


The following quote is taken from the same sources: "Shortly 
after his return from the Moscow Congress in 1928, JAMES P, CANNON, a 
prominent member of the minority on the. Central Executive Committee, 
began preparation to organize an open movement in support of TROTSKY and 
against the administration of the Communist International, He was summarily 
expelled from the Party October 27 » together with tio other members 


of the Committee MART RN, former Secretary of they¥oung. Worker s | 
Leagues end MAX% CH jo Bditor of the ‘Labor Defendant.'" \ 


The American Labor Yearbook for 1930 states that CANNON 
‘was the outstanding leader of the Commnist League of America in 1929, | 


Information was received on January 16, 1936 that CANNON | 
was a leader of the Spartacus Club, a TROTSEYITE group in Youngstown, 
Ohios 


The "New York Times® in‘an article in its August 12, 1937 
issue indicated CANNON to be a member of the State Executive Committee of 
the Socialist Party in Californias 


In October of 1937, CANNON was candidate for Mayor of New 
York City on the Socialist Party ae g) tickets 


The letterhead of thé 
end Refugees indicates CANNON to be a 
“June 2757 1938, 


ericen Fund, for Political Prisoners 


q eee 


ber of this organization on 


A leaflet announcing a LENIN Memorial, Meeting at Irving 
Plaza Hall, New York City, which was to be held on January 23, 1938 under - 
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the auspices of the local New York Socialist Workers Party, 116 University 
Place, New York City, indicates that the Socialist Workers Party was — 
recently founded in Chicago bisa it sepesr ed that JAMES Pe CANNON was the 
National Secretarye et 


The purposes of the pitey were given as fellowes (1) To 
continue the traditions of LENIN; (2) to fight against the STALINIST —~ 
usurpers of LENIN'S banner; (3) to struggle against all false friends of - 
the working class; and (4) to lead the workers in their struggle against 
the bosses, against war, Fascism and wage slavery. 


Qn April 14, 1938, an anti-war rally was hold at the 
CENTER HOTEL, New York City, under the auspices of the Sooialist Workers 
Party, the slogan of which was "Dotm with the War Makerse" CANNON 
mentioned during the course of his talk a trip which he had made to Mexico 
to: visit LEON TROTSKY, the "grant old lion," whom he praised very highlye _ 
CANNON was active in soliciting funds for the TROTSKY defense fund, . 


An avttole in the New York Herald Tribune," dated 
August 29, 1940 states that JAMES P, CANNON spoke at a TROTSKY Memorial 
Meeting on August 28, 1940, CANNON was stated to have said that all 
kinds of refugees including Marxists and Fascists have bean welcomed in 
New York Harbor but not even the dead body of the friend of the oppressed 
(TROTSKY) could be brought hereg "We shall," he said, “nourish that 
grievance close to our hearts and in good time will pale our revengee” 


On July 15, 1941, at St. Paul, Minnesota, CANNON, together 
with twentyesight others, was indicted on a charge of conspiracy to 
destroy by force the Government of the United States and conspiracy with 
intent to interfere with, impair, and influence the loyalty, morale, and 
discipline of the military and naval forces of the United States by ade 
vising, counselling, urging and causing insubordination, disloyalty, 
mutiny and refusal of duty, He was arrested in New York City on July 25, 
1941 and was released the same day on $2,500 bond, CANNON and seventeen © 
other members of the Socialist Workers Party were convicted on December l, 
1941 on the second count of the indictment charging seditious conspiracy, 
The case was peeled opt 6 United States Circuit Court of Appeals in 
St. Louis, Missouri, on September 20, 1943, this decision was upheldg ~ 
The case is presently being appealed to the United States Supreme Court, . 


On November 8, 1942, the Socialist Workers Party held a 
mass meeting at Irving Plasa, New York City, to celebrate the 25th 
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enniversary of the Russian Revolution. CANNON, in his eeeats stated 
anyone who trusts the AngloeAmerican Capitalist Imperialiam is a traitor 

to the Soviet Union. CANNON asked the members to support the revolutionary 
policies of the Social Workers Party and to carry these policies to a world 
revolution, ‘That policy, he explained, started in Russia twenty-five 

years ago and has been kept alive by such organizations as the Socialist 
Workers Party. Hoe stated that the ultimate goal of the Party is an 
achievement of a world revolution and workers all over the world would 
share in the benefits received therefr ams 


On November 4, 1942, CANNON was interviewed by Bureau | 
Agents of the New York Office at Socialist Workers Party Headquarters, 
116 University Place, New York City, in conneotion with another investie 
gation. At this time, he advised that he was born.in Rosedalo, Kansas, 
on February 11, 1890, and that he presently resides at,128 W llth Street, 
New York City, at the hame of his daughter, Mrs. WAL SS¢ CANNON 
stated he had been National Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party 
since the Party was organized on October 15, 1928 except for a short period 
of time in 1935 and 1936, during whioh period EB, STY served the Party 
as National Secretary, while he, CANNON, acted as Bditor of "The Militant," 
a Sooialist Workers Party publications 


Prior to Ootober 15, 1928, CANNON stated that he and 
the older members of the Socialist Workers Party were members of the 
Commmist Party of the United States, CANNON advised that he assisted in 
the organization of the Communist Party in the United States and served 
on its political committee until he was expelled from the ranks of the 
Commnist Party because he and his associates, who later formed a Socialist 
Workers Party, adhered to and advocated orthodox Marxism as taught by 
LEON TROTSKYs He advised that the principles and ideals of the Socialist 
Workers Party were drastically different and.in direct opposition to the 
Stalinistic principles of the Communist Party, He stated that the purpose 
and object of the Socialist Workers Party were to establish throughout 
the world a Socialistic Government which would supplant all existing 
. forms of government, CANNON stated this objeot would be achieved through 
peaceful means by resorting to organized political activity by the use of 
the peat leoturing and writing, and in short by propagandizing the 
people by/pBkteful means, 


CANNON stated that if the Party or its members cither as 
@ group or as individuals would resort to terrorisn, sabotage or assassination 
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or other measures, such action would utterly defeat the goal set by the © 

Partye He stated that the presont world war is a capitalistic war except 
_ for the war which is being waged by Russia against her foes and except 

the war which China is fighting against Japang He explained that in the © 

eyes of the Party, the wars presently being fought by Russia and China are 

peoples® wars waged against Capitalism and, therefore, these two wars 

are justified. by the Socialist Workers Party. He stated that all the 

other wars which are. presently being fought are condemed by the Socialist 

Workers .Partyo. 


& pamphlet published by the Pioneer Publishers for the 
Socialist Workers Party dated September, 1943, contains a speech delivered 
by CANNON in New York on May 30, 1943, entitled "The End of the Comintern 
end the Prospects of Labor Internationaliam," portions of which are 
hereinafter quoted, Pages eighteen and nineteen contain the following 
paragraphs s se oar 


"the Third International, which has ended now in shame and 
disgrace, has, nevertheless, left behind the richest treasures for the 


the tie. that binds the new generation. of revolutionary workers to LENIN 
and TROTSKY, to their teachings and example and beautiful memory. The 
record of the long internal struggle from 1923 to this date, the struggle 
of TROTSKY and his co#wthinkers. and deociples, belong to the proletariat 

of the world, fhe record of that struggle is the basio literature upon 
which the whole new generation, which is destined to lead the world, will 
be educated and trained, The first four Congresses of the Comintern, | 
held under LENINtS leadership, in 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922 = four Congresses 
and four years - produced documents which are the basic program of the 
movenent that we uphold todayooss 


_ “We know very well _ we don't try to conceal the fact 
. that the numbers of the Fourth International are small, But its ideas 
are correct, its program represents historical necessity, and, therefore, 
its victory is assured, Its program consciously formlates the distinotive 
demands of the workers and the peoples for menolpe con from capitalian, 
Fasoism and Waroess 


"the song which no STALIN can render obsolete and its 
chorus with the words; ‘'The International shal] be the human races! cove 
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“We deciples of MARX, LENIN and TROTSKY, we centioats of 
the Fourth International retain undimmed that vision of the future. To 
seo that vision even now, to seo it clearly through the fire and tho 
smoke of the war, is simply to be in accord with historical development 
to foresee the inevitable march of events and to prepare for them, To 
fight for this vision of the Socialist future, to hasten to realization 
is the highest privilege and the greatest happiness for a civilized man 
or woman in the world todays" 


fo emphasize the intentions of this Fourth International, 
the last paragraph of the "Manifesto of the Fourth International on the 
Dissolution of the Comintern", issued on June 12, 1943, by "The Executive 
Committes of the World Party of Socialist Revolution" (Fourth International) 
which appeared in the same pamphlet as CANNON'S speech, is being set outs 


‘Workers of all lands§ Rally to the proud and stainless 
banner of the Fourth International§ We are approaching the fifth year 
of the second imperialist world war, It is a year certain to outestrip 
all the others in human slaughter and material devastation, Before it 
closes, however, the first great battles of the proletarian revolution 
may already begin, Once again out of the vast sea of human suffering 
of war will arise the unconquerable opportunity of the International 
proleteriats, determined to ete this time the task ee with the 
Qctober revolution, 


"the aroused workers will drop like cast-off garnents 
the habits of servitude and make a new world, In struggle, the great. 
masses will find in themselves inexhaustible reservoirs of revolutionary 
fortitude and heroism, In those days, nearer at hand than any of your 
dream, the cadres of the Fourth International will speedily begin trans- 
forming into great mass parties leading tens and hundreds of millions 
in. the oonflict. Comrades and fellow.workersj Above all else, the toiling 
peoples now need the International to lead them, There is only one 
International now, the World Party of the Sooialist Revolution, the Fourth 
International, Enter its ranks and prepare with it to lead the successful 
struggle for the world revolutionj® 


A check of the records of Local Draft Board No. 17 covere 


ing his residence failed to reflect that CANNON was shoal With that 
Beere under the Selective Service Acte 
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CANNON'S description -is set out as follows: 


Ages : 
Birthplace: 
Birth Dates 
Nationality: 
Hei ghts 
Weights 
Hairs 

Eyess 
Complexion: 
Builds 
Scars: 


Occupations 


‘Residence: 


Wifes 
Police Number: 


Criminal Record t 


PENDING 


- 15 = 


53 ; 
Rosedale, Kansad’ 
February 11, 1890 


Irish 


5t gf 

185 pounds 
Gray 

Light Blue | 
Medium = 
Medium Stout 


Thumb of right hand removed 


at bases 

National Secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party, 
116 University Place, 
New York Citye 


128 We llth Street, 
Apte Nos 71, New York City 
ROS SNER 


United States Mar shel, 
Ste Paul, Minnesota, 
Noe 4900 

None knom 


ed Da 
Nr 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION’ — 

At Washington, De Lo 

Will at the Passport Division of the State Department 
obtain all pertinent information relative to the trips out of the 
United States taken by CANNON, noting that he was at the Fourth Congress 


_in Moscow on June 13, 1922 and that he was in Europe in Maroh or April, 
1925, in 1928 and in 1938, 


THE NEW YORK FISLD DIVISION: 


At New York City, New York’ 


Will attempt to locate CANNON'S Draft Board and report 
information contained therein, 


Will continue to report the activities of JAMES P, CANNONe 


@ 16-° 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
LNT SES 


TRAIN INE, 


: The Confidential Informant mentioned in the report of — 
Special Agent STANLEY J, GRABOWSK dre, New York City, dated November 6, 
1943 is as follows; 


“Street, New \York City, 


Who requested that her identity 
be kept confidential, 


~17 » 
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Form No.1 


THIS CASE eee AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK : . ; ; ' FILE NO. 100-14679 
: REPORT MADE aT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY ? 
/ WASHINGTON, De Ga: 12_20—443 11-27-43 ROY 0. ‘STUART , ROS :mer 
/ sake ee & "|; CHARACTER OF CASE , ~ : a 
‘ ¢ : es 4 
ae JAMES PATRICK CANNON, was James Cook, . INTERNAL SECURITY ~~ C. Poe 
3° | @Redwell, ae cp as 
Sere, %. . . Passport was issued to JAMES PATRICK: a 
\ Te CANNON on January 3, 1939 for a proposed 
. ou _,. trip to England to visit and travel for 
ere ih ian six months. Previous to this time pass- 


ports were issued to the subject October 8, 

1934 for a proposed trip to England and 
‘a Gf | France and on October 31, 1923 fora . 
proposed trip to Brazil and Argentina. att oe 


Ae - | 
nucgaqaRy, . Wb sic RSit | | 


§ 
ALL Thr Ris Sty 
‘ : TS 4 LESS 
Sane BORDER O16 [ad wi Sea Teene Loe 
REFERENCE: “gn , - Report of Special = ee STANLEY J. GRABOWSKI, 


¥ JR, dated November 6, 1943 at New York. 
mar aa | ee 
A | (0 


AT _ WASHINGTON, D. Co 


DETAILS : 


, who 
is known to the Bureau produéed State Department file from which it was 
determined that passport #595113 was issued to JAMES PATRICK CANNON on 
January 3, 1939 for a proposed trip to England to visit and travel for six 
months. He advised that he was born at Kansas City (Rosedale), Kansas on 
February 11, 1890; that he was residing at 5 Washington Square, “ew York City, 
where he followed the occupation of journalist; and intended to leave New York 
in the first week of January, 19396 


‘ COPIES DESTROYED, © a . | 


» Fast 


APPROVED AND / 7 SPECIAL AGENT ae <= fi | 
ERAS Chana, Ae Cld aaa ea 
eyelets | 
, ay 
x q hh <a) GO = : st 
COPIES OF THIS as ait f INDEED : 
M ) 2. eRe ' A Se 
(5) Bureau oh amp 2&9 ig WR ~ 5E 
: Aitiet, 4h avis . SS 
Pe 


4 ~ New York,(1 - a SeVe ae ae 


G-2; 1 = Capt. R.C.MacFall, ONI) Nia - | 

1. Dm Washington. Field es |) Lae ee tee 
A, COPY IN FILE Taw | 

Z OO ep SS Sk rg ees pont 8 
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On October 8, 1934 a passport was issued to the subject for 
a proposed trip to England and France to visit for two months, This passport - cae 
was renewed on May 24, 1938, valid until October 8, 1938. In 1934 CANNON . eee 
listed his permanent address as 144 Second Avenue, New York City and PAUL Vig 
FISHER, Lawyer,’ 715 West 172d Street, New York City, who had known CANNON for ace 
six years, acted as the usual identifying witness to his passport application. fe 


Previous to this time a passport was issued to the subject on. fees 
Gatober 30, 1923 for a proposed trip to Brazil and Argentina for his health 
and to travel. He advised at the time he had never resided outside the United a 
States. A Certificate of Birth Affidavit was executed by his father, JOHN, . 

SAGANNON, 1207 West Gillam Road, Kansas aaa Missouri, at this time. 
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CANNON, a member of the National and Political 
Committees of the\Socialist Workers Party, at- 
tended Plenum of the National Cogmittee at New 
York City October 29 through November 1, 19430 
Surrendered to Federal Authorities, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, December 31, 1943 to begin 16 months . 
sentence. Incarcerated Federal Correc nal Ine 
stitution, Sandstone, Minnesota. GEORGE/WOVACK, 
Secretary of€ivil Rights Defense Committee, in 
letter to NATALIANTROTSKY, quotes subject as say 
ing that all prisoners are studying and utilizing 
the opportunity te make themselves more effective 
agents of the Revolutionary Movenent when they are 
frees Subject registered Local Draft Board #16, 


_ New York City. Stop Notice placeds 


«a C oe: 


Report of Special Agent STANLEY J. GRABOWSKI, JR. 
dated November 6, 1943 at New York, New Yorke 


pt New York Cityo 


' 
Subject 1s considered a key figure-in the SOCIAL= 


ce 
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Subject on December 31, 1943 surrendered to the Federgl . 
Authorities at Mimeapolis, Minnesota to begin a 16 month sentence under 
conviction on December 8, 1941 for violation of the Smith Act. He was 
subsequently incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institution at Sand= 
stone, Minnesota. ia ? 


A lettér written by CANNON at the Institution addressed 
to Local Board #16, New York City, refleoted that he would apply for parole 
on June 9, 1944 and that if he is not paroled he ia scheduled for conditional — 
release with statutory good time on January 23, 1945. His full texm expires 
April 295 19456 = . 


. The Sto Paul Field Division advised that a Stop Notice 
was placed so that the St. Paul end the New York Field Divisions and the 
Bureau would be advieed prior to the release of the subjecte It was also 
stated that CANNON is under the supervision of Special Penel Lecal Board #1, 
Pine County, Minnesota, which Local Board is located at the Reformatorya — 


The subject is registered with Lecal Board #16, New York 
City as of April 27, 1942 under Serial number U~667. His residence was given 
as Nine James Street, New York City and his mailing address as 116 University 
Place which is the headquarters of the Socialist: orkers Partye He stated 
that he was born February ll, 1890 at Rosédale,/ 
ecn who would always know his address ~ ROSEPKARSNER, Nine James Street who 
is his wife and gave as-his employer the SOCIALIST. WORKERS PARTY, 116 Uni~  - 
versity Place. His Social Security number was given as 092145780. He 
gave his marital status as widower and stated that he has been National 
Secretary of the Socielist Workers Party since January 1938. ‘ : 


Additional background infomation concerning the subject 
is set out as follows; This information appeared in the Civil Rights De~ 
 fense Committee Pamphlet published in the Spring of 1944 entitled: 


"WHO ARE THE 18 PRISONERS IN THE MINNEAPOLIS LABOR CASE?" 
- "9 . . . 
sames -P, “cannon 


“Over 30 years ago James Pe Cennon took the road 
of unceasing struggle on behalf of and in defenee of the 
working-oless. Through hardships and travail he has never 
wavered from that road. Cannon was brought up in the prairie 
town cf Rosedale, Kansas » Where he was born in 1890. His 
father, now 86 years old, was a foundry-man and a Debs soc- 
jalist.e His mother was a devout Catholics Like many workers! 
families, the Cannons lived in grinding povertys 


ta Nv 
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‘When he was 12 his mother died. At this early 
age, he had to go to work, 60 hours a week at a packing- 
house plant. He worked 70 hours a week in a railroad yard 
when he was 14. Be yearned for education, for the ability 
to express himself and his ideas, and became a voracious 
reader of bookse He entered high-school at the age of 16, 
and after graduating, returned to work and began the study 
of law at night. Finally he abandoned his law studies and 
became active in the labor movemento 


In 1908 Cannon joined the Socialist Party in 
Kansas Citye He became a migratory worker, traveling 
around, getting what jobs he could, organizing and educating 
in the interest of working-elaess solidarity. In 191] he 
cea in the militant upsurge of the IWWe He met and worked 
th the great figures of that movement ~ Vincent \6te John, 
prauaitele, Big Bill \Haywoode 


During this period he participated eetively in 
many of the historic INW struggles; es organizer in the first 
1913 Akron Rubber Strike, in the Peoria Metal Workers and 
Duluth end Superior Ore dock strikes. He was indicted for 
consfiracy in‘the 1913 Peoria strikee Later in 1919 he was 
indicted by the federal goverment for his activities in 
the Kansas Coal Miners* strikes 


Cannon aided the work of ne eee Com= 
mittee by organizing a series of mass demonstrations fron 
- Goaet to coast on behalf of these two lebor martyrs. Hundreds 
of thousands of workers were mobilised for these demonstrations 
through local trade union conferenses.e Today this labor on 
der is himself a victim of anti-labor persecution. 


A foundation member of the American Commnist Party, 
Carmon was expelled in 1928 because he defended the ideas of 
leon Trotskyo He and others then founded the American Trotsky~ 
-- 2st movement, now known as the Socialist Workers Party, of 
which Cannon is the National Secretaryo 


Sandstone, Minne - 16 months" 
Copies of the photograph of the subject appearing in 


this pamphlet were obtained and are being retained in the cese file of this 
offices 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised that the Postal Tele~ 
graph Company of Sacramento, Califormmia on May 24, 1940 received the 
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CANNON" for delivery to NORMAN\MINI 


“following telegram signed by "J.P 
nto, California: 


32313 Riverside Boulevard, Sac 


MACHINE GUN MOB ATTACK TROTSKY SHOWS IMPERATIVE IMMEDIATE 
NECESSITY STRENGTHEN GUARD AND E EQUIPMENT. POLITICAL 
TURMOIL MEXICO INDICATE DANCER ANOTHER ATTEMPT. RECEIVED 
MOST URGENT APPEAL FOR AID, DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON U.S. MUST 
RAISE NECESSARY FUNDS WITHOUT DELAY. YOUR QUOTA TWENTY 
DOLLARS. RAISE BY EMERGENCY MEASURES NEXT FEW DAYS. ANSWER 
VIA POSTAL TELEGRAPHe ® 


JoP. CANNON 


‘TheYPIONEER PUBLISHERS of New York in July, 1943, printed 
the latest book of JAMES P. CANNON entitled: “THE ‘STRUGGLE FOR A PROLETAR~ 
IAN PARTY". This book to do with the struggle between JAMES P. CANNON 
and the majority of t Socialist Workers Party on the one hand and the 
minerity lead by RIMAN, MARTINSAHERN and JAMESSBURNHAN on the 
other hand over the question of the support of the Soviet Union after the 
Hitler-Gtalin Pact and the Russian attacks on the small European nations 


. adjoining it. A large portion of the boek is teken up with correspondence 


between CANNON and LEONNTROTSEY and between CANNON and various Socialist 
Workers Party members on the question of the support of the Soviet Unione 

in a splitetip with the minority forming the = 
the leadership of MAX SHACHIMANo 


Workers! Party un 


. Confidential Informant T=2 advised that JACRXHASTON, 
leader of the skyites in England, on January 7, 1943 filed the ceo 
cable to JAMESCCANNON, 116 University Place, New York City: 


"BOBNARMSTRONG LEADING MEMBER WORKERS INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
INTERNATIONSL BRIGADIER ALSO’ INTERNED BELFAST DRIVE AGAINST 
TROTSKYISTS ULSTER SECOND LAST MORE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
URGENTLY NEEDED 61 NORTHDOWN ST. LONDON Nl AIR LETTER VARIOUS 
DETAILS". | : 


Confidential Infomant T=3 who has access to correspon- 
Gence of various Socialist Workers Party members, advised that ROSE*KARSNER 
116 University Place, New York,City and wife of the subject, in a letter 
dated April 4, 1944 te WAL RKE, Avenida Viena 19, Coyoacan D.Fo Mexico, 
who was secretary to NATALIA TROTSKY, enclosed a type-written note which is 
quoted as follows: 


"pan: (Duncar\ferguson) (nea secretary to NATALTA TROTSKY) | 
told Bo; ores Trotsky) that Jim (James ' Ps 6’Cannon)says: : 


@aho Ps 
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® C0] was especially glad to hear that all is well 

with "the boy” (SEVA, TROTSKY's grandson) and 
Don and De Mile. I think of him often and 
want to do something for his future. He should 
think of me as his American uncle whom he can 
always rely on*. If she thinks it advisable, 
she can tell him this.* 


Bas gseer sy Se ee, E - 


It is noted that the above message was transmitted 
subsequent to CANNON's incarceratione | : 


| MORRIS, who is undoubtedly wader, Acting National 
Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party since CANNON's inprigonment, in a 
letter dated April 22, 1944 the cover of which was addressed to WALTER 

JNEBTLEY, true name of WALTER RORKE at the same address in Mexico, enclosed | 

Ss letter aidreseed to Dear:Don which is DUNCAN FERGUSON. The following 
portion of the letter ie being set out to indicate that CANNON and his in- 
prisoned associates are planning further activities of the Socialist Workers 
Party while in prison. : 


"According to the plans that Jim (James Pe Cannon) and his 
associates (13 Party members in Sandstone Penitentiary 
with Cannon have been adumbrating, and about which they 
have been writing us, the next expansion will take place 
in the setting up of a real National School about which 
he (Cannon) writes es follows: 


*I am seeing about a Party Schoel as an insti- 

tution which organizes, direots and supervises 

the education of all Party members from the 

new recruit to the NeCo (National Committee) 

member who is a candidate for active partici-~ 

pation in international work. one department - 

one college in the university, so to speak @ 

will be the full~time school for the training 

ef candidates for professional Party work and 

for Party workers who require a thorough know= . 

ledge prior te their assuming more responsible 

funetions. Before completing my thesis on the 

establishment of the school I would like te 

get some concrete information about the exper~ 
iences of our predecessors and models, the 
Russian Bolshevikse (We may be able to learn | 
something also from the Mensheviks) in a tech~ 
nical senses I wish you would write Ne (Natalia 
Troteky) and ask her what help she can give me ) 
on this problem ~ from her recollections and her | 


a5e \ 
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® 8 ideas in generale There have been many 
referendes to a school at Capri, I see. What 
was it ? How was it organized, how financed, 
what was its curriculum, ete? Ask USICK (John 
Ge\Wright alias Jeseph\enzler, acting editor” 
of ThéXMilitent) to see what hs can find in 
the history of the Russians on this subjecte? . 


‘If Pioneer's (Pioneer Publishers) new list is 
printed, I wish you wuld send me a copy. I 
went to check it over as a preliminary to some 
Suggestions I intend to offer for an expansion 
of the publishing activity. One thing I have in 
mind is to start a project of a Pioneer Classical 
Library - new editions of the student pamphicsts 
of our masters with new introductions and in soze 
‘cases if necessary, new translations'." 


The writer and Special Agent T.C. KIRKPATRICK were in « 
position to hear the proceedings of the National Plenum of.the National 
Committee of the Socialist Workers Party held at Irving Plasa, New York 
City from October 29 through November 1, 1943 at which CANNON was present. 


During the course of one of the speeches, CANNON indice= 
ted that all of the persons present at the Plenum were members of the 
National Committee of the Socialist Workers Party and that these members 
of the National Committee who resided in New York City or were temporarily 
visiting New York City were automatically members of the Political Committee. 
It appears from the above that CANNON is a member of both the National and 
Political Committee. ; 


FARRELLY BS, speaking on October 31, 1943 in support of 
CANNON, stated that CANNON recognized that “the old man (Trotsky)was greater 
that he (Cannon) and that Cannon collaborated with the "old man" in every way 
possible. : 


FELTED RROW, Editor of thé/'Fourth Internationale” maga- 
zine, during the course of a speech at the Plenum, stated that CANNON hed 
often said in the past, "Trotsky is my brain". 


CANNON, the final speaker on the international Resolution 
on October 31, 1943 stated: : : 


"In view of this revolutionary epoch we mst conceive 


- .Of the party as @ combatant party and from that is 
derived the concept of Democratic Centralisation." 


ete 
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| CANNON stated that he, SAM\GORDON, JOSEPHSHANSEN and GEORGE. 

\GLARKE were in Mexico a few months before AROTSKY's death at which time | 

' FROTSKY requested CANNON to support WDER on the Sqmmunist Party 
ticket. . CANNON refused and TROTSKY had to defer to hime 


. On October 30, 1943 CANNON attended a banquet of the Socialist 
Workers Party celebrating the 15th anniversary of the founding of TROTSKY= 
ISM in the United States which was held at WERDERMAN's HALL, 16th Street 
and Third Avenuey New York City. Confidential Informant T=, advised that 
CANNON delivered a well-prepared address to the comrades. He announced 
that a Plenum of the National Committee had been meeting in New Yerk 
during the past two days and that important resolutions particularly cone 
cerning conditions in Italy had been drawn up which would be available to 
the Comrades in a short time. He called for renewed vigor in the revolue 
tionary struggle and declared that if time is measured in historical 
straggles it will not be long before the corpse of capitalism is murdered 
end Socialism put into practice. 


fhe November 6, 1943 issue of "The Militant” reported that 
CANNON's speech at the Banquet was quoted as follews:(in part) 


“We did not have many weapons when we were cast out 
of the Communist Party in 1928 All we had was the program 
of TROTSKYISM, the conviction that it was true, and that 
truth will make its way if you fight for it. I first found 
out what TROTSKY really stood for when I was a delegate to 
the Sixth World Congress of the Commnist International in 
1928 when I accidentally got hold of a mutilated translation 
of his Draft Program. When I read it, I knew what the | 
Struggle between TROTSKY and.STALIN was about — and what I 
had to doo 


We had to fight for 15 years against the strain to 
create cadres by a slow process of education about the 
causes of defeats the working class has suffered during this 
period of reactions From the day of our expulsion on October 
28, 1928 from the Communist Party to this gathering we have a 
record without a-staine We have had a lot of difficulties, 
but we also hed fun in the fight and not a few fond memorieso 


Great efforts are now being prepared the like of which 
the world has never dreamede We saw breaking through the war 
signs of the coming day: the liberation struggles of the Indian 
people; the victories of the Soviet Union; the overthrow of 
Italian fascism by the uprising of the masses after twenty years 
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tof totalitarian terror; finally, the beginning of the European 
Revolution. The German Proletariat will soon move into the 
enemy and urge its great strength and power. 


Those madmen in Washington and London think that they 
can make a colony of Europes and police the world for ‘100 yearse 
The master in the house of Europe will become the workers then- 
selvese Sparks from the European Revolution will fly to the 
United States, take fire and burn furiously because the tinder 
hem is dry. 


Our party is preparing itself for a great missionsinsofar 
as we have helped to do that, we have justified our past fifteen 
years. Man needs a cause that is greater than self. Our party 
is the anticipation of the Communist tomorrow of mankind. 


The first fifteen years: were the easiest. The next fifteen 
will be harder. But they will be the years of the final conflict 
and victory of our movemento" 


Confidential Informant T=5 received information from T= cone 
cerning a letter mailed by George Novack on May 2, 1944 from 19 West 10th 
Strest, New York City, Secretary of the Civil Rights Defense Committee, 


\ sddressed to NATALIA TROTSKY, 19 Avenida Viena Coyoacan, DeF. Mexico, in 


which NOVACK gave a complete account of his visit with the 14 prisoners 

_at Sandstone Penitentiary, Minnesota in order to give a report to then 
concerning the growth of the Party and of the progress of the National 
campaign for their freedome 


Portions of NOVACK's letter which quote CANNON are set oat 
as follews: 2 i 


"Here are a few of Jim's (sanes Peo Cannon) remarks as opsisee 
man for the ade 


Everybody here is in good health and in excellent 
spirit. They are all reading, studying and utile 
ising the opportunity to make themselves more effect=- 
ive agents of the Revolutionary Movement when they 
are fregce 0 0 o o & 
Referring to the studies being carried on by the prisoners, NOVACK states: 


"jim observes in regard to this educational group: 


ef8ea 
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t Since Czarist days and long before, prisons have been 

the univergities of the Revolutionary Movement. We are 
doing our best here at Sandstone to continue that traditions | 
We are not the last class of war prisoners who will be 

jailed for their revolutionary ideas and labor activities. 

We are trying to set an example for those who will follow 

us into Capitalist jails inthis countrys We do not want 

to loose time in prison. We intend to get something in 
return for the liberties taken away from us.® 


“Jim's last message to the Comrades was this: 


*The Comrades mast keep clearly in mind the fact that there 
will undoubtedly be a revolution among the masses against 
this war when they come to realize that they were deceived; 
that it brought them nothing but disorders and destruction. 
He has never forgotten how that revolution grew out of the 
last war - reaction against this war is bound to be far 
greater and more radicalo In this period ahead, as then, 
everyone in the labor movement and in labor circles who 
laid the terms for war, duped and sold out the workers, would 
be discredited. The masses would not listen to them. They 
would listen only to those who were against the war, told 
the truth to the workers and had the courage of their con= 
victions. The only party that they can turn toward is ours 
because we never betrayed them. They will have boundless 
txust and confidence in our program and leadership and that 
is why we can be optimistic about the futureo’ ® 


In view of the fact that the subject is presently imprisoned, 
this case is being clesedo 


oQse 
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The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
STANLEY J. GRABOWKI, JR. dated July 3, 1944 at New York, New York 


are as follows: 


T=1 


TH2 


T=3 


T-4 


Th 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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’ Report of Special Agent 7.8. FERGUSON dated June 


18, 1940 at San Franciseo, in the case entitled 
NORMAN Le MINI - ESPIONAGE. : 


Cable Censorship 
Postal Censorship 


Special Operator #15, Special Squad #1, New York — 
Police Department, undercover member of the Socialist 
Workers Partyo 


Report of Special Agent LEO ANTHONY SCHON dated 
June 9, 1944 at San Francisco, California in the 
case entitled, "SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY * SAN FRAN@= 


CISCO FIELD DIVISION: INTERNAL SECURITY = R°. a 


Postal Censorship 
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¥ 


SUBJECT: JAMES PATRICK CANNON, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 2 


Pe, 


j - Subject surrendered to Federal Authorities at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
on December 31, 1943 to begin a sixteen month sentence for violation of the 

| Smith Act and was incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institution at Sand~ 

| stone, Minnesota. ' 

: CANNON: may spply for parole June 9, 1944- In the event he is not 
paroled he is scheduled for conditional release with statutory. good time on ; 

seers 235.1945. His full term expires on April 29, 1945. ci 


4 Stop Notice was placed by the St. Paul Field Division so that. the 
Ste Paul and New York Field Divisions and the Bureau will be adivsed prior to 
j the subject's release. 


i 7 ‘ ? 


The subject's security index card has been placed in his case file. 
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a | Office hibit ¢ UNIT... STATES GOVERNMENT 


a TO ae i ‘ Director, FBI DATE: January 25, 195 j 
’ w . * 

| FROM : SAC, St. Paul 

i 2) 

; SUBJECT: JANES P. GANNON 

© Re SECURITY MATTER - SWP 


Bureau File 


By letter dated January 11, 195, Mr. . W. HUMPHREY, warden, 
Federal Correctional Institution, Sandstone, Mim - sota, advised that CANNON 
would be released from that institution on January >, 1945, and furnished 
transportation to New York City. He will thencefort:- be under the super- 
vision of Mr. HAROLD R. DEAN, Chief U.S. Probation Officer, Southern District 
cf New York, New York until April 30, 19L5. According to the Warden, CANNON 
idea that he will live at 116-University Place, New York City. Warden 
EPARRY further advised that a letter which he had written to Selective 
Service Headquarters in Albany, New York, has not been answered and that 

therefore he is unable to furnish the number of the subject's lew York City 
a Local Board. He said, however, the subject stated that his Board is 

located at 7th Avenue South and llth Street, New York City, but he did 
not remember the Board number. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


_ THs CASE oricinatep at NEW YORK, NEW YORK . NY ewe no. 100-25905 . MD 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE Een ror REPORT MADE BY _ 1 veil 
NEW YORE, NEW YO a Degg, /10,12-14/45 | STANLEY J. GRABOWSKI, Ure 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


5 
‘aliases: James Cook, 
7 INTERNAL SECURITY - S.W.P. 


"The History of American Trotskyism" by JAMES P. CANNGH, was 

blished in 1944 by Fioneer Publishers. it rt traces the history 
of the Trotskyist movement beginning with the inception of the 
Communist Party in 1928. Subject conditionally released from 
Sandstone Penitentiary 1/24/45 and is under supervision U.S. 
Probation Office, SDNY, until 4/30/45. Correspondence with 
NATALTANTROPSKY reflects CANNON while in prison formulated thesis 
on a new Trotsky school to be established by the S.W.P. He was 
re-elected to the National Committee of the S.W.P. by the National ae 
Convention on 11/19/44. CANNON resides at 128 Y. llth St., Apt. _ 
71, and as of 3/1/45 advised Probation Office that he is employed 
by S.W.P. as national secretary, but is taking a short. vacation 
from his duties. He has FBI number 238 


: : 
’ 


Bureau files 100+159214 and baekgsad eee LATE tas SE Le ME hy 
. Report of Special Agent Stanley Je ieee: Jr. dated aly 3, 
19445 at New York, New York. 


DETAILS: ‘The title of this report is being marked changed to indicate 
raat “additional aliases of the subject to be WALT 
& 


| 
bee ie .§ _ aby activities in the New York Field Division. 


Subie ct is considered to be a key figure in Kocialist Workers 


“ 


oy bishdnge is; ybeing reopened in view of the fact that subject was 
gleased fron Sandstone Penitentiary on January 24, 1945; and is 
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national secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. 


Pioneer Publishers, 116 University Place, New York, 3, New 
. York, publishing house of the Socialist Workers Party, in 1944, 

published "T TheWistory of American Trotskyism" by JAMES P. CANNON. 
This book contains a series of lectures originally delivered in the 
spring of 1942 in New York City by CANNON. The cover indicates that 
"This is the history of the origin and development of the Trotskyist 
movement in the United States. The author is the POungGE and most 
prominent leader of this mbyemelitec<!t 


"The first three chapters trace the development of the 
American Communist movement from its inception in 1919 through the 
internal struggles in the Communist Party, which culminatedin the 
split in 1928. CANNON a delegate of the American Communist Party 
to the Sixth World Congress of the Communist International, returned 
from its sessions in Moscow, convinced of the correctness oi TROIPSKY's 
program and struggle against the STALIN Bureaucracy in the Soviet 
Union, and with the support of others he raised the banner of 
Trotskyism in this country." 


This book also indicates that while CANNON was a member of 
the Communist Party he was known as Comrade COOK. 


Upon CANNON's surrender to Federat authorities at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, on December 31, 1943, MORRIS¥STEIN became acting national 
secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. ; 


Informant T-1 reported that on December 26, 1943, about 250 
party members and friends attended a farewell banquet for the eighteen 
convicted S.W.P. leaders at the Irving Plaza ballroom. CANNON in his 
farewell address stated that his present predicament and that of the 
otler defendants has not brought bitterness or despair but rather a 
determination to see that the fight is carried on regardless of cost. 


Confidential Informant 


; ce / n March, 1944, reported that 
aliases of JAMES P.. CANNON are MAR 


and WALTER. 


Informant T-2 advised S STEIN in.a letter dated 
April 22, 1944, to WALTER/KETLEY, Avenid&Viena 19, Coyoacan, D. F. 
MEXICO, (who is identical with WALTER OURKE, secretary to NATALIA 
TROTSKY) stated, "JIM (JAMES PS'.CANNON. and bis associates (other S.jW.P. 
leaders incarcerated in Sandstone Penitentiary with him) have been \ 
adumbrating, and about which they have been writing us, the next | 
expansion will take place in the setting up of a real national school, 
about which he CANON writes as follows: 


Wty am thinking about the party school as an institution 
which organizes, directs and supervises the education of all party 
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"tmembers from the new recruits to the N.C. (National Committee) 

member who is a candidate for active participation in international 
work. One department - one college - university, so to speak - will 

be a full. time school for the training of candidates for professional - 
party work and for party workers who require-a broadening of their 
knowledge prior to their promotion to higher bodies and more responsible 
functions. Before completing my thesis on the aspect of the school, I 
would like to get some concrete information about the experiences of N 
our predecessors and models, the Russian Bolsheviks. (We may be able 
to learn something also, from the Mensheviks ~ in a technical sense.) 

I wish you would write NATALTA (NATALIA TROTSKY) and ask her what help 
she can give me on this problem - from her recollections, and her ideas 
in general. There have been many references to a school at Capri, I 
think. What what it, how was it organized, hoy financed, what was it 
curriculum, etc.? Ask Usick (identical with JOHN G\WRICHT, alias 
JOSEPHAVANZLER, National Committee member, considered to be theorist 

of the’ S.W.P., and an alleged member of the Zxecutive Committee of the 
Fourth International) to see what he can find in the history of the 
Russians on this subject.'" 


ROSE eosin 116 University: Place, New York, 3, New York, o 
wife of CANNON, ‘sent a letter fated July 4, 1944, to DONY O'ROURKE in 
Mexico (identical ‘with -DUNCANSERGUSON, NATALIA TROTSKY" S new secretary )o 
This letter headed "Dear Natalia" stated "Most of Jim's (JAMES P. CANNON's) he 
letters are of a political nature with a. few personal lines interspersed 5g thes 
here and theree He has permitted himself to write quite freely. The - 
entire thesis on education was written through his letters to me. And 
he also sent us quite a nunber of.motions for consideration." 


KARSNER told of CANNON's studies in prison, enumerating 
Philosophy, Greek History, French, Spanish and German. "I too am 
studying Spanish and a number of other comrades are also sutdying one 
or another of the foreign languages under JIM's stimlus, because, as 
he puts it: ‘The party leaders of. the future must have a real world 
_vView and speak the world languages.'" 


KARSNER spoke of the thesis on education which she hoped 
NATALIA had received as "Jim and the others are very eager to get your 
opinion, observations, md advice based on your personal experiences. 
As you will see by the thesis the school is to be known as the Trotsky 
School, and the aim is to train not only the new recruits, but the 
party organizers and leaders..." 


A copy of "The Party Builder" an internal bulletin, volume 
number one, dated August, 1944, issued by the National Education Depart- 
ment, of the Socialist Workers Party, 116 University Place, on pages two 
through ten, inclusive, contains an article by "Comrade Martin", who is 
identical with the subject, entitled "Comments on the Educational Plan" 
which sets out a more detailed discussion of the educational plan of 
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CANNON as previously set forth in a letter from KCRRIS STZIN to - 
WALTER KETLEY. This article discusses (1) the necessity of an. 
educational plan, (2) the aims and methods of the party educational 
system and (3) the national full time training school. Under the 
latter sub-division MARTIN states that "All expenses of the students 
during their attendance at the Trotsky School will be paid by the 
party out of special funds earmarked for the Educational Department." 


MARTIN closes his article by stating, "I am sorry that I 
cannot cast it (this article) in better literary form, but conditions 
here are not the most favorable for such work. There are neither — 
facilities nor time for copying, rewriting and polishing, and I feel 
constrained by space limitations to squeeze everything into the 
smallest possible compass." 


T=3 reported that a letter to the Attorney General signed by 
VICTOR #.X{ANDERSON, U.S.A4., St. Paul, Minnesota, indicated that an 
application for Executive clemency” on the part of -CANNON was received 
on August 11,1944 and quoted the following statement of CANNON 3 


‘My imprisonment is a violation of my Constitutional rights. 
In asking for an unconditional pardon on those grounds I wish to make 
it clear tmt I have not changed any of/jhe views for which I was : 
imprisoned as stated by me and other fendants at the trial." ‘ 


T-2 reparted that ELAINM OSELAND, in a letter to Di MILA 

NWERGUSON dated October 3, 1944, quoted RAY)QUNNE (VINCENT RX DUNNE)” 
iu ‘having written, "JIM has just finished a thesis on party education, 

which is really magnificent...It is a proposal to bring the rounded 


Marxist education within the reach of 'Worker Bolsheviks'..." — 


ROSE KARSNER in a letter to DONNO'RORKE, who is’ identical 
with DUNCAN FERGUSON, NATALIA TROTSKY's secretary, dated October 5, 
1944, stated, "Please tell Aunt (NATALIA TROISKY) that her letter to 
USICK was sent to Sandstone and that JIM has been answering her 
criticisms in the last three letters. He says ‘more to follow'. So 
as soon as it is all here, MORRIS (STEIN) will write her." 


MORRIS STEIN by letter dated October 10, 1944, to WALTER 
ROURKE headed "Dear Natalia" stated, "We are sending you a copy of 
a letter from JIM. This represents his opinion in reply to your 
first letter." L 


Informant T~2 stated that the referred to letter is a four 
page document outlineing the policy to be followed by the Socialist 
Workers Party in reference to the Soviet Union. It is a condemnation 
of the STALIN regime which he claimstas done everything politically 
possible to erase the revolution (the October, 1917 revolution in Russia.) 
\ 
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Confidential Informant T-4 reported that CANNON in an 
undated and unsigned eleven page letter, took issue with MORRISON 
(ALBERT GOLDMAN » SeWeP. attorney). The opening paragraph indicated 
that this a letter from JIM, dealt with issues raised by MORRISON in 
connection with the censure of four New York S.iW.P. members. This 
paragraph was signed "M.S." who was believed to be MORRIS STEIN, 
acting national secretary. The incident concerning the censure of 
the four party members occurred in 1944 during CANNON's incarceration tat 
at Sandstone Penitentiary. The following quotations are from CANNON!s ne ee 
letter: 


"hen it comes to organization we follow LENIN and nobody a, 
is going to talk us out of it. LENIN always paid far more attention 
to the ‘organization question', was far stricter, fearsome, more 
definite about it, precisely because he really aimed to build a party 
to lead a revolution...two of these basic principles which are re- 
cognized by every Bolshevik but which appear to need reassertion in 
the light of the dispute over the N. Y. incident, may be set dowm as 
follows: (1) The party is conceived as a combat organization destined 
to lead a revolution. The party is not an anarchist mad house where 
everyone does as he pleases, but an army which faces the outside world 
as a units.ece 


"..eRevolutionary Marxism...Bolshevism.eealone stood out 
under the test of war and revolution. The Russian Bolsheviks taught 
us this in word and deed. The American militants learned from them, _ 
for the first time, the full meaning of the program and simultaneously, 
the significance, the role of the Vanguard Party." 


The Socialist Workers Party held its national convention at 
the Capital Hotel on November 16th through 19, 1944, inclusive. 


informant T-5 reported that CANNON was a regular member of 
the outgoing National Cogmittee of the 5.W.P. Informant T-1 reported 
that CANNON was relected as a regular member of the new incoming National 
Committee on November 19, 1944. : 


T-2 advised that T. G. HEALY, 77 Sternhold Ave., London, S.W. 
2, in a letter to CANNON dated January 4, 1945, congratulated him on 
his impending release from prison, and stated that they, owed much to 
CANNON for the successful fusion of the British groups into the 
Revolutionary Comminist Party, which is the official British section 
of the Fourth International. 


The St. Paul Field Division by letter to the Director dated 
January 25, 1945, advised by letter dated January 11, 1945, lr. G. We 
HUMPHREY, Warden, Federal Correctional institution, Sandstone, Minnesota, 
advised that CANNON would be released from that institution on January 
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24, 1945, and furnished transportation to New York City. He will 
henceforth be under the supervision of Mir. HAROLD R. DEAN, chief, 
U.S. Probation Officer, Southern District of New York, until April 
30, 1945. According to the warden, CANNON stated that he will. 
live at 116 University Place, New York City. “It is noted that this uae 
is not ja’ residence address, but is the address of the national and oe 
city-Headquarters of the S.W.P. in New York City. 3 


‘CANNON was released from Sandstone January 24, 1945.6 


T+2 reparted that a letter dated February 1, 1945, signed 
JIM (CANNON) to WALTER ROURKE headed "Dear Natalia! stated "I returned 
to New York on January 26 and was handed your letter addressed to me 
dated January 6. 


"You raiseimany questions which occupied our thoughts and 
discussions at Sandstonee. I intend to go into them extensively in 
my reply to you. Befare doing so, however, I want to rest a bit and 
think out to the end all tHe questions and formulate our opinion 
precisely..ol wish to say/that I think you and I agree on the main 
point - the world party WYourth International Movement, internationally) 
must accustom itself to the ruthless ctiticism of everything and every- 
hody. We must teach our young comrades to think problems out to the end. 
They must not approach them sentimentally, not even when you and I are x 
concerned, They must learn to think politically." os 


The Civil Rights Defense Committee, S.W.P. front organization, 
held a mass rally on February 2, -19%5, at the Hotel Diplomat, New York 
City, in honor of the release of Trotékyist leaders. CANNON, who did 
not attend, transmitted a letter te fhe rally which letter appeared in 
the February 10, 1945 issueiiof "TheWilitant" and is set out as follows: 


"J deeply regret that I cannot be with you tonight, I caught 
cold on the train, and in view of the fact that I intend to go back to 
work shortly, the doctor thinks it best that I do not go out for a few 
dayse itis only a small matter-~nothing serious. In every other 
respect I am in good shape, wd eager to return to my work, as are all 
the other men of Sandstone, Danbury and Aldersoh. Alderson is where 
our Senator put in her hard and bitter 13 months among the poor lost 
convict women who are cast out and abandoned and have fio one to help them. 
Grace worried about them and tried to befriend them. Our hearts ached for 
our Senator there all alone with such a ‘hard way to go,' as the convicts 
say. But she stood up and played her part and set us 2 example. We are 
proud of our Senator, All the rest of us did the best we could and we 
hope you approve of the way we conducted ourselvese 


"Tf I were to be present at the meeting, the thing I would 
like most. to say would be how deeply, how profoundly, I thank you for © 
your solidarity, your kindness, your friendship. I would like to say 
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"that I want to put on record in public my heartfelt gratitude to 
Roger Baldwin. He is not of our political and philosophic faith, 
but he is a principled fighter for what he believes in. Roger 
Baldwin believes in the rights of mane If I were present tonight 
and were permitted by time limitations to say only one sentence, to 
raise one slogan, I would say: ‘Long live the Rights of ManJ' I 
always believed in this, but now I understand it better. 


"T would also thank the distinguished. chairman of the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee and its efficient and hard-vorking 
secretaries and all the others who worked with them. But we really 
do not have to say how we appreciate them. There cannot possibly 
be any doubts of that." 


T-2 advised that the following cable filed in Havana, 
Cuba, February 6, 1945, by PABLOMDIAZ, general secretary, was sent 
to CANNON at Ti University Place: 


"Partido Obrero Revolucionario sends fraternal greetings valiant 
Socialist fighters freed. Go ahead." 


WA Partido Obrero Revolucionario can be’ translated to read 
evolutionary Labor Party. 


Subject is under the supervision of U. S. Probation Officer 
JACOB Me MASTER of the Southern District of New York, who advisedthat 
CANNON is not feeling well, is on vacation from his position of 
national secretary of the S.W.P., and expects to remain on vacation 
for the duration of his conditional release. Subject's Probation file 


number 15532, reflects that he has Sandstone Penitentiary number 1999-SS 


‘and FBI number 23824450 It indicates that-his~- father, ‘JO! \CANNON, \ was 
born in 18587 _in-Ingland;—and--resides at Merriam, Kansas, with his , \ 
daughter.” His mother, ANN HACKETT, is deceaseda CANNON indicatedthat 
he is one of several children, but would not\furjish their names and 
addresses in order not to implicate them. Under marital status he 
indicated he °«: married LISTA MAKENSON in 1913 at Pekin, Illinois; that 
she left him in 1924, is deceased, and that two children were born to 


the marriagee He married his present wife, ROSEY@REENBERG (ROSE, KARSNER ) 


in New York City in 1929. He stated that shé was bom in 1889 in 
Roumania, is of Jewish descent, had an eighth grade education, and has 


no religious affiliations, Priar to their marriage she did stenographic 


work and was formerly married to. DAVID\KARSNER whom she is said to have 
divorceda 


He indicated that she is in complete siesta aul CANNON 's 
political views and was stated to be presently doing stenographic work 
' at the party headquarters in New York City. 


The file reflects that when examined by a psychiatrist at 
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penitentiary CANNON stated he did not leave his first wife, that ; 
he has maintained contact with her since their separation and has © , a 
supported the several children of that marriage. This contradicts : 
the information previously given by CANNON concerning his first wifee 


On his Monthly Supervision report dated March 1, 1945, oe 
CANNON gave his residence as 128 West llth St., Apt. 71, care of ee 
KARSNER, gave his employment as the Socialist Workers Party, 116 ee 
University Place, indicating he is national secretary, and stated 
that he is taking a short vacation from his duties. 


Enclosure to the Bureau: One copy of subject's photograph» 


<p: S-N 2p a Ne Se, > 
nae 


NY 100~25905 


UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Will report the activities of the subject. 


Will obtain specimens of subject's handwriting for 
inclusion in the National Security file maintained by the Bureaus 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Confidential informants mentioned in the report of Special 
Agent Stanley Je Grabowski, Jrs dated March 23, 1944, at New York, 
New York, are identified as follows: 


T=1 — Special operator #15, Special Squad #1, New York 
Police Department. An undercover member of the 
Socialist Workers Party. ° 


T-2 - Office of Censorship. 


T-3 - Report of Special Agent Rolland 0. L'Allier dated 
October 13, 1944, at St. Paul, Minnesota, entitled, 
"SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, ST. PAUL FIELD DIVISION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R." 


T-4, - Report of Special Agent Ralph F. Miller dated 
January 26, 1945, at Buffalo, NewYork, entitled 
"SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP," which furnished informa- 

! tion obtained from a highly confidential source. 


whose identity is known tothe Bureaus 
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Federal Bureau of Investination 


" ‘es HE at 
a Nea is Untteh States Department of Justice Ha ee | 
ees ati . - New York, 7, New York”. : Bee 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO ; OK. 9 we. 
FILE NO. 100-2 OQ AN INNS March 23, 1945 ye 
Adke-. . 
gan 
{ ee ie . 
Director FBI a ne a 
JAMES PATRICK CANNON, was. | 
RE: SBCURITY-MATTER 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Se We P. 
Dear Sir: é 
It is recommended ‘that a Security Index card be prepared ie 
sores to the individual named below: > CEP 
Name: JAMES PATRICK CANNON A ) 
Aliases: James Cook$ Redwell, Karsner, Walter, Martin oe 
Residence Address: 128 West llth St., N.Y., N.Y., Apt. #71 e 
Paes Re 
Business Address: Socialist Workers party, 
a 116 University Place, ee 
New York, N..Y. ._ Sage | 
x Native Born Alien eae eee Naturalized in 
? Communist KE. German Miscellaneous 
Poe 
on _____. Fascist (Italian) Japanese 


Date of Birth ___ 2/11/90 . 


Place of Birth Rosedale, Kansas 
. Entered U. S. 

Naturalized (date) 

Naturalized (place and Court) 


45d S Stade a oe 


CCemva 
100~159214,=25 


BEC, ew York 
= April 23, 1945 


John Edgar Hoover: ~ Director, Federal 3ureau of Investigation 


JAvS PATTIECK CANNON, was; 
INTLRVAL SECURITY = S.W.P. 


in reply vo your letter ef 20h 93. 7 : 
the preparation of a security index card in Fi ed nina a ee 
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a emorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
ate , Director, FBI ; DATE: May 23,°1945 
i “Ty 
, SAC St. Paul | 
supygcT; JAMES P. CANNON : a 5 ee OF 


INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP 


I am’ transmitting herewith a photostatic copy of 4 
handwriting specimen’ for JAMES P. CANNON which was obtained from the 
Federal Correctional Institution at Sandstone, Minnesota, for in-. 
clusion in the Handwriting Section of the National Security File. 


The exhibit need not be returned to the- St. Paul Field 
Division. . 
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LEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TROWRAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION 


SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 


—-- - - -. danas Tere nenmieer 
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INFORATION CON CONFAINES - 
a/ot/t hen ee ATR COURIER 


, VIA U.S. ARUY ATR ys \. 
Date: August 24, 1945 - FRANSPORT COMMAND ae 


To: Ur. Donald L. Daughters 
Paris, France - Army Fo 


From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigatio 
Subject: OpourtH (TROTSKYITE) INTERNATIONAL 


During July, 1945, a highly confidential source made available a 
letter dated June 23, 1945, addressed "Dear Friends" and signed "Logan." 
The contents of the letter were as follows: 


"We are enclosing document presented by Canadian Section and 
desired by IS. The transfer of IS to continent now urgent. 
Propose to hold international conference as soon as possible. 
Definite date not fixed. Conference will probably be held in 
Western Europe. Representatives from European parties, British, 
Canada, and possibly Latin America will participate, The first 
meeting after five years of leading cadres under Fourth Inter- 
national has strictly defined specific objectives gutlined in the 
enclosed document. 


"We ask parties to immediately Gane preparations to participate. 
Where travel impossible for leading comrades but where under 
special circumstances secondary leaders or rank and filers can 
go to Europe, that possibility should not be overlooked." 


Attached to the foregoing letter were two typewritten pages entitled 
"Proposals on the Functioning of FI." Two copies of the material contained in 
these paves are attached. This material indicates that definite proposals are ,_ , 
being made for the holding of an International Conference of the Fourth aw 
Internalional an@ that efforts are presently being made to have the Inter- 7 
nation i@ separently transferred from New York City where it is presently = 
ee apparently to the Senteneny of _— 

rome FRE ag! oo 1 | vd “ay 

” the“fog mentioned above is in TRA ee 

Louis ifavind:\Vaneijenoort who is generally know cou 
oris. Information developed to date has been to the Wrreug SRebrie te 


a membez of: the International Secretariat and a member of the Executive = x 

‘Committee of the Fourth International. (IS and FI obviously stand for . 

International Secretariat and Fourth International). 7 yp 
oe i - 
: Gott ef This material is being submitted for your attention and possible 
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Office Memorandum + onttED STATES GOVERNMENT 


CMD: ROS 
7:00-25905 
Director, FBI DATE: Aneust 29, 1945 
oo FROM : ‘ 
* SAC, New York 
42433 
SUBJECT: 


JAMES P, CANNON, with aliases; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP 

Bureau File #100-159214 
—haetese8 


Attention: FBI Laboratory 

There are being transmitted her with additional photographic 
copies of dwriting specimens of subject, JAMES P, CANNON, 
obtained from Select ve Service Local Board 16, Manhattan, 

New York. 

It is to be noted that the St. Paul office by letter dated 

May 23, 1945 furnished handwriting specimens secured from the 
federal Correctionel Institute at Sandstone, Minnesota. 

, The specimens from New York are for inclusion in the handwriting 


ection of the National Security File and need not be returned 
to the New York ar ees) 


Enclosures. ALL INFORM ATI 


NO ANS. NECl 7247 "OFF 
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i G-u-YS) . aeemanten ~~ 
; 4 O:MeR 
Sate ie oe 


gO NW51370 Docid:34261532 Page 1/77 


gncLosuee 


; AWW 51370 Dochi:34761532 Page 17¢@ 


AL INFORMATION CONTAIN 
HEREIN Is CLASSIFIED Ned 


Oh, A 7 a Vat 


__@ wl 


0 -ks al t-Dl 


. 
| | 


een - a 
. oe os . 


. 


a  .. ‘ oo 
. ee oe ‘ : a 
ae : aes PA 
| . . aha 
. o o oe . 
af a : ee 
ee . / _ , : - 
Ba a . i . ean 
| 7 . oe . : 
: | :  . Lo oo 
ae . : 2. : 
oe . ee cL _ i 
os - oo : lL : oo 
io oo : Le oN a . oe oe a _ _ 7 / 
oe i _. oe ee : OU aces : 
ee ee : . oo ae a ‘ ae oo a 
/ aN ee oo a _ / 
vu 


_ 


SS He coe 

oe os i : ea : a a 

i ‘ oo 
a oe 


Se 


i i: ae ae  . oe : _ 


ee i 
ce : S _. i j oe 2 ee 


_ re i ee 
oo CC 


c 
_ | . | _ - . 
AO a ve oe : i : : 
. . OF oo : ce oe ' es ae 
Cs a NOs cage, ae |  . i. ee : 
a S _ i : _ oo | ee 
a : LC a : : : a 


i 


a ee 
. i 
Oe 


ie ae ‘ . : 


eS 


a ot 


- _ 


ne ve 
a 


ee ‘ 
oe ee ' 


Sve : a 
eee ee 


NW 51370 Docld:34261532 Page 179 


os io 


a _. 
ee a 


oo 


ee 
7. 


7 ae 
SS 


ae 


yo 


AAW 51370 


#§#... | 
(ee IT 


7 
- 7 oo 
: 


2 | 


o . a | 


: | oo a o 


as 


oe ee ee ane 


o i 


ae 


c . : 


7 


oa 


7 Re 


ee 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ss ( Forth No.l 


* THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK HY += 8°.100.25905 ROS 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 
NEW YORK 8/29/45 
i TITLE 


JAMES P, CANNON, with aliases 


PERIOD FOR 


WHICH MADE 7/29 
'30;8/2, aa 


REPORT MADE BY 


CARLTON M. DILLARD 


KEY FI 
sorracts: Subject contimes as natimal secretary of Socialist Workers 
: Party, 116 University Place, NYC and presided at May Day 
. celebration, made a few comments =+ a mass meeting held 
.6/22/45, spoke on the downfall of BROWDER before a mass 
ee meeting 8/3/45. In a closed citywide membership mocting 
on July 25th CANNON fiercely attacked the Workers Party and 
that faction of the SWP which advocated unification of all 
parties in ths New York City elections, He declared that 
the minority faction of the SWP in its move to unite with 
the WP had taken the first step toward a split with the 
party. 


REFERENCE: © Bream File #100-159214 
ce Burean File $61-10528 
Report of Special Agent STANLEY J, GRABOWSKI, New York, 3/23/45 


DETAILS; This individual is considered a key figure in the Socialist 
Workers Party activities in the New York Tield Division, 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORKs 


Confidential Informent T-1 reported that VINCENT Re7{DUNNE, 
national labor secretary of the SWP, was in St. Paul, Minne 
and was released frem prison in January 1945, In March 19 
DUNNE told the informant he was contemplating going to New York 
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to work in the national office of the Civil Rights Defense Committees 

but his departure was contingent upon permission from the Chief Federal 
Probation Officer, Minneapolis, Minnesota, DUNNE reported to the informant 
thet there was internal trouble in the SW in New York City and that he 

was going ostensibly for the purpose of assisting JAMES P, CANNON, 


/ On March 3, 1945, in conversation with the informant and HENRY 

CHULTZ, DUNNE advised that MOERI WN had originally written to hin 
‘ovising thet CANNON wanted him to stay in Minneapolis until the fight 
started, which would probably be soon, He pointed out that this internal 
‘trouble referred to by the informant is probably the conflict betweon 
JAMES PB, CANNON, national secretary of the party and ALBERTVCOLTSUAN, head 
of the minority fection in the party and the attorney for the SW. 


Confifential Informant 1-2 made available documents from the 
home of A CH, Detroit party organizer and on the Nati nal Committee 
of the SW, residence address 83 Kenilworth, Detroit, Michi Among ; 
these documents was a letter from CANNON at New York to Eo Re » Detroit, 
Michigan, with copies to FRANKLIN, RODNEY, McGEE, ALDER, re HES, BARR, and» 
THORNE, CANNON acknowledged THORNE g letter of the 19th >» year not — 
shown, concerning "bond business.” It is hera, being pointed out that ®dond 
business" pertains to an incident when KERMI SON, a member of the ‘SW, 
spoke in a bond rally sponsored by the Auto Workers Union of Perrott, Michi gen 
in 1942, 


In connection with the incident, CANNON stated, "I think it is - 
the most shameful episode in the history of our movement. I will not | 
undertake to suggest any action about it until we have an opportunity to 
consider it thoroughly in the political committee, If you have any 
concrete proposals send them in," 


Confidential Informant T-2 made available a copy of a letter dated 

April 28, 1942 addressed to the Flint, Michigan branch of the SYP by JAMES 

P. CANNON, which enclosed a letter addressed jointly to the Flint, Detroit, 

and Cleveland branches advising that comrades SHORT and WOOD, representatives 
of the Control Commission, and comrade MELVIN, special representative of the | 
political committed, would be in Plint on the afternoon of May lst. The / 
letter requested the Flint branch to arrange for a special closed meting i 
on that date for the purpose of talking generally of the bond business and the : 
mesing between the representatives and comrade DENNIS to be arranged prior 
to the meeting. 
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In the enclosed letter, which was also signed by CANNON, a meeting 
was requested for May 3rd between the Flint, Detroit, anid Clevelmd branches 
in Detroit to hear and act upon the report of the Control Commission. 
CANNON stated that, if possible, he would be present at this meeting, 


Confidential Informant T-2 also made available a letter by CANNON 
dated May 3, 1942 to all club executive members enclosing a report of the 
Control Commission on the bond selling incident, The substance of three of 
the seven recommendations is as follows: 


The speech of DENNIS (apparently the party name or true name 
of KERMIT JOHNSON) in connection with the sale of bonds constituted a 
violation of the party's principle position on the war md was contrary 
to the best interest of the working class, DENNIS? action constituted 
a fraud of which the bosees are the only beneficiaries and which is in 
contradiction to the party program, 


At a previous Flint branch meting this matter had been discussed 
and the party policy established "that a party member should under no circum 


stances participate in the sale of bonds even if it meant sacrifice of union 
pos ition,® = 


' Confidentiay Informant 143 informed that a letter addressed to 
NATALLAYIROTZERY by , Chicago, Illinois, on April 16, 1945 contained 
the following reais concerning CANNON: 


ROLAND accused CANNON of being responsible for a clique in ths 
party and (1) tries to keep members ignorant end (2) delays action on political 
issueé until it is too late to do any good, ROLAND also mentioned MARTIN's 
(JAMES P, CANNON) work in internal bulletin volume vii, number 2, April 1945, 
In thie letter ROLAND threatened withdrawal from the party as he "contd not 
work with the present leadership. 2 
Confidential Informant 1-4 advised that CANNON was formally a 
enrolled as a member of the West Side branch of the SWP at its regular meeting \ 
held at 116 University Place on April 6, 1945, Tx4 also advised that CANNON \ 
spoke at the May Day celebration of the SWP held May 1, 1945 at Webster Hall, | 
125 East 11th Street, New York City, He reviewed the stand of the party with 
regard to the present war asserting that the SWP alone told the truth, He | 
declared that America had now emerged as a dominant world wide imperialistic } 
power as had been predicted by the party. He said it stands now as a leading / 
cepitalist country assuring the oppressed millions that 4t will bring peace / 
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out of the San Francisco Conference, which CANNON ste 
@ meeting to map out a future war, CANNON continue 
"capitalism in ites death agony can offer mankind," QANNON indicated that 
against this imperialistic situation there is e”’power still/ dormant but 
yet more powerful than any imperialistic combYnation / . the workers, 

He said it will be a duty of the party to grousé thege workers with more — 
vigor than ever before and to teach them *o understand thé power that they 
have in their hands, He declared the events and realities indicate the 
future will b ruled by one of two systems comminiem of fascism, ~ 


d was An reality... 
ne $k 8 is all that 


¥confidentier Informant |/__ whose Adentits 1 gpimown to the 

Bureau, attended the May ‘Day neg’ meeting and, concerning df CANNON e speech, 
added that CANNON seemed to bs lieve the revolution wot fa come within the next 
three years, CANNON declared the revolution should bé in the United States 
if it is to be miccpses ut because of the fimancial and political power here, 
He continued that all nations, including the United States, are bankrupt 
and after the war the United States could not continue “2 produce because 
there would be no ontside markets for its products, . 

ee 
ae further informed thet subject CAM ON presided at a mass 
- meeting held by the SWP on June 22, 1945 at Webster Hall, New York City. 
At this meeting GRACE CARLSON of thé SWP gave a falk on-"Women in Prison" 
, gaa the two candidates in the New York election, PARRELEYDOBBS and LOUISE 
*SIMPSON,. gave outlines of their plans in the coping election, At this : 
meeting CANNON's comments were gonfined to a brief statement.on party 
discipline, He declared that the party is definitely growing, the reason 
for the growth being that its/members are wil ing to subject themselves to 
the strict party discipline, 


Informant| _ advised on July 93, 1945 that the SWP is having 
printed up an announcement for a mass meeting to be held on August 3, 1945 
at Webster Hall at 8 p.m. The informant stated that, according to the 
announcement, CANNON was to be the principal speaker and his topic for 
discussion was "The Downfall of Browder."/ The other speakers on this 
occasion were the candidates in the New York election, — 


Confidential Informant[|____|furnished to Special Agent THEODORE 
C, KIRKPATRICK a copy of the fly leaf announcing this meeting and also a | 
folder entitled "Real Meaning of Latest Shift in Tactical Line of American 
Stalinists", These documents are being enclosed herewith for the attention 
of the Bureaus 


~ 
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Confidential Informant T.4 advised that on July 25, 1945 a citywide 
membership meeting of the SWP was held at 116 University Place to hear dis- 
cuesions by JAMES P,. CANNON, national secretary, and ALBERT GOLDMAN, party 
attorney, on the "Decision of the Political Committee to refuse to Unite 
with the Workers Party during the coming Elections." | 


CANNON was the first speaker and,in concurring with the decision 
of the Political Committee to refuse offers of a unification for the mayoralty 
election with the Workers Party, fiercely attacked the latter together with 
those in the SWP who supported such a move, 


Recalling the split between 1939 and 1940 which/resulted in 

40% of the membership leaving the party and joining YZHACHTMAN to form 

the Workere Party, he pointed out that TROTZKY himself had labeled them 

"renegades from Marxiem and petty bourgeois intellectuals", and insofar as 

CANNON was concerned, nothing had happened during the intervening five 

years which would prompt him to change that cheracterization, In fact, 

CANNON pointed out that SHACHTMAN and his group have become such "“ynprincipled 

combinatéonists" and that they have requested persons of all types of political 

opinion to join with them and have given up the fight for the revolution md 

use the politics of the working clase as a play thing, Furthermore, CANNOR 

charged they have made the offer of unification on the basis that the SWP 

cleans itself of CANNON and the "Cannonites", something, which if carried 

out, would leave on the basie of the voting in the last party convention only 
of the party membere, In other words, CANNON continued, the Workers Party 

is seeking to split the SWP rather than seeking to unite working class perties, 

CANNON then revealed the history of the party during the last year and a half 

emphasizing the tremendous growth both in mmbere and in influence, The 

party has the largest concentration of workers it has ever known now working 

in the United Auto Workers Union, ‘They number about 125 and many are in 

key positions within their locale, MWinety party members are in maritime unions, 

forty in steel industries, nineteen in electrical unions, and seventeen in 

the railroad industry, ‘he party has increased its membership to over 1,000 

in the past year and the financial response shows the seriousness and loyalty 

of the membership, With that record end a great promise for the future, 

CANNON asked, “Should we aligmiourselves with the renegades of Marxiem?® 


Turning to ths subject of the political minority within the party, 
CANNON revealed that on the previous Saturday evening, while the rest of the 
perty was working to fill the petition blanks, they held a meeting and oe 
decided to form an open faction within the party, ‘Time, CANNON pointed out, 


they have taken the first step towerd ea split with the perty. He assured the . 


members the minority faction will be given the greatest freedom of discussion | 


eo 5 = 


ees 


HY 100-25905 


but that the majority will protect its own interest and expose the falsehoods 
as they are uttered by the minority. 


It is to be noted that at this point, the conclusion of CANNON's 
speech, ALBERT GOLDMAN, who represents the minority faction of the party, 
took up the discussion giving reasons why the two perties should unite: 
in the coming election. 


“The following criminal record of the subject eecsives from the 
Burean, FBI $2382445, is being set forth: 


Contributor of Neme and Number Arrested or Charge ppessevicn . 
Mngerprints | Received pit em 
P.D.,Minneapolis,James P, Cannon . Paka B4 invo 7o21a34,.re1.t0 5 
Minn, #26007 _ Prov. Marshal on # 
Lo che, of vage a 
USM,N.Y., N.Y. James Cannon JoPSahl attempt to . a 
re overthrow the _ 
Govt. by, force 
USM, St. Paul, James P, Cannon  Fat5aAl consp.to overthrow rel, on 
Minn. #4900 & destroy U.S. Govt. $2500 bond 
7 12-8441, 16 
mos, in 
Fed, Pen, 
Fed, Correctional Jemes P, Cannon, 1~-1-44 Consp. to l yr and 4 mos, 
Institution, Sandstone #1999 over throw 
goverment 
by force and 
subversive 
activities 
ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAUS 


Fly leaf announcing a mass he tane of the SWP on Paenes ord. at 
Webster Hall. 


Folder entitled "Real Meaning of Latest Shift in Tectical Line 
of Americen Stalinists.” * 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 
THE HEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New Y New York: 


. Will continue to follow and report the activities of the subject 
in the SH, 


f 4 pos a ee ia 7 . 
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Te confidentiel juformants mentioned in the report of 
Special Agent CARLTON M 


LLARD dated Auguet 29, 1945 at New York eee 

are as follows! ; a 

P21 3 s set out in the report of Special Agent ARTHUR Jo NORSTRON ~ - 
dated April 17, 1945 eat St. Paul, Minnesota and entitled SOCIALIST 


WORKERS PARTY, This informant is being carried as a temporary 
informent to further protect his identity. 


Ta28 A highly confidential source known to Special Agents MARTIN CROAK 
and WILLIAM GRIFFIN, as set forth in the report of Special Agent 
JAMES T, O'BRIEN dated May 25, 1945 at Detroit, Michigan entitled 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, 


TBs Office of Censorship 


Td 2 Operator 15, New York Police Department, 
400 Broome Street, New York City ~ an under cover member of the SWP. 


The above informants were given temporary symbols to further 
protect their identities, : 
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~ Real Meaning Of Lates as 


Shift In Tactical Line 
- Of American Stalinists 


STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOCLALIST WORKERS PARTY 


The new policy of the Commianist Political Association is a tactical ma- 
neuver, a maneuver intended to serve the. power politics of the Soviet (Stal- 
inist) bureaucracy, not the interests of the working class. ‘This maneuver is 
designed to shield the Stalinist leaders, in the United States and elsewhere, from 


betrayals. It is a maneuver to deceive 
the war-weary masses by radical phras- 
es. It is a maneuver to eriable the 


' Stalinist leaders to head the struggles 


of the masses — in order to behead 
them.. It is a maneuver ‘against. the 
working class, against Socialism. 


The new Stalinist tactic represents not a break 
_ with the policy pursued up to now, but its con- . 
’ tinuation under a more radical mask.’ There is 


no break with class collaboration policies; no 
break with the cowardly line of surrender to the 
imperialists. In this country, the Stalinist lead- 
ers propose to continue their support of the war 
of. American imperialism in the Pacific and the 
subjugation of Germany. : 


They'demand the continuation of national uni-' 


ty: “support every effort of the Truman adminis- 
tration to carry forward Roosevelt’s program” 
and the “broadest national coalition of all anti- 


fascist. forces, including all supporters of Roose- * 


velt’s anti-axis policies.” (Resolution of the C.P. 
A. National Committee. Our emphasis.) 

They continue openly to stand for class peace 
and strikebreaking: “Continue uninterrupted war 
production and uphold labor’s no-strike ledge 
for the duration.” 
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‘the rising anger of the workers and their own rank and file against countless 


The new Stalinist tactic serves exclusively the 
purpose of shaping the Stalinist organization 
into a more effective bargaining agency in the 
Kremlin’s game of power politics. 
crushing of Germany, the inherent conflict be- 


"tween the Soviet Union and Anglo-American im- 
. perialism has come to the surface. 


This is at 
the root of the current crisis in the “Big Three” 
coalition. Stalin’s promise of a lasting harmon- 


‘ious coalition with the imperialist ‘‘democracies” 


—the very basis of the policy of his agents up 


’ to now—has been shattered. This fact igs at the. 


‘imperialist “allies” 


root of the new “turn.” . - j 


‘When Churchill turned “lend-lease” planes and 
tanks against ‘the Greek workers, the Stalinists 
saw no need of a new “turn.” When Roosevelt 
froze wages, when Congress passed one anti- 
labor measure after another, the Stalinists hewed 


. to their line of class peace. Why? Because the 


“Big Three” coalition then appeared more or less 
solid. Only now, when the coalition is gravely 
strained, do the Stalinist leaders proclaim a 
“turn.” By using the Stalinist parties as an in- 
ternal threat in the capitalist countries, Stalin 
hopes ‘to wrest: greater concessions from his 
and in this way to continue 
“collaboration.” The interests ofthe workers are 
of no concern to the degenerated Kremlin bureauc- 
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racy, to whom the masses have’ been-and remain 


“mere pawns in Stalin’s game of power politics. 


‘ struggles 


The Stalinists can no longer peddle their old 
lies with impunity because life itself has ex-, 
posed them. The masses are becoming more 
and more disillusioned with the war. The prom- 
ises about the “Four Freedoms” and all the 
other war ,aims are already too threadbare to 
hide the robber character of the war. Revolu- 
tionary struggles are rising in Europe and the 
colonies. That is why the Stalinist leaders ur- 
gently require a tactical adjustment—not, how- 
ever, to provide genuine revolutionary leader- 
ship, but to deceive the masses and bring their 
to nought. Stalin and his agents | 
abroad seek to destroy the socialist revolution, 
because the socialist revolution means the death 
of Stalinism. 


The American workers are breaking out of 
the strait-jacket of “national unity.” The Amer- 
ican Stalinists are being isolated and defeated 
in factories and unions. In the union movement 
they bear the brand of jingoes and strikebreakers. 
The best militants in the unions shun them like 
lepers. Worker members have been leaving: the 
C.P.A. in droves, 


The Stalinist 

Throughout the war, the Stalinist party has 
been the most vociferous war party. As recruit- 
ing sergeants for U. S. imperialism, they out- 
jingoed the jingoes. The program of Wall Street 


and its government in Washington became their ' 


own, They were the loudest boosters ‘of Rogs- 
evelt’s deceptive “equality of sacrifice’ ‘program. 
They condoned the fabulous war profits of Big 
Business. They campaigned for the “incentive 
pay” plac which meant speed-up for the workers 
and -vaster profits for ‘the monopolists. They 
urged the workers meekly to accept the wage 
freeze, the job freeze, the “Little Steel” formula 
and to submit to every anti-union provocation 
of the empluyers. Not only did they advocate 
taat the workers surrender -the right to strike, 
but wherever they ‘had the power they victimized 
‘militant workers who dared defend themselves 
against the anti-labor offensive of -Big ‘Business. 
Small wonder that ‘Business ‘Week, :2 mouthpiece 
‘of Wall Street, recognizes that -the | Stalinists 
“have outdone -all other factions in American. 
labor im raaking ‘patriotic appeals for more ‘pro- 
duction, labor management cooperation, ignoring 


“mscrupulous bureaucratic machine. 


The Stalinist leaders need a coat of red veneer 
—radical-sounding phrases to cover up their 
war-time crimes and :betrayals and restore their 
damaged prestige among the workers. ‘They also 
need this tactical “turn” in order to reinforce 
their hold over the rank and file membership of 
the ‘C.P.A. Worker- members of the C.P.A. could 
not fail to see that their organization is dis- 
credited, that its policies and activities are a 
stench in the nostrils of the labor movement. 
They found themselves compelled throughout the 
war to defend policies which were to the right 
even of the Greens and Murrays. The worker- 
member of the C.P.A. has been voting against 
the Stalinist policy with his feet. He could only 
quietly drop out of the C.P.A. If he dared to 
speak .up he found -himself denounced as a “Trot- 
skyist”:and expelled. : 

The Staunist bankrupts hope .to remain in 
business by this new maneuver. They are bank- 
ing on short. memories and on the power of their 
But they 
will not succed in hiding their war record. The 
masses will remember and we Trotskyists will 
help them to rémember. 


War Record 


of grievanc.s and observation of the no-strike 
pledge.” 

‘The labor movement as a whiole recoiled in 
opposition when Roosevelt introduced his slave- 
jJabor National Service Bill. This was too much 
for the, pro-war liberals to stomach, but not for 
Bridges and Curran .who, like ithe Daily Worker, 
wave all-out support to this reactionary measure. 
‘Bridges .and- Curran violated the policy of the 
CIO in their support of the slave labor bill — 
and chad to -be called to order by Philip Murray 
chimsel£! 


Each time the workers found themselves com- 


' pelled -to resist the offensive of ‘Big Business, 


and -whenever they used the strike weapon to 
defend -their ‘living ‘standards or their unions, 
‘Browder, ‘Foster and .Co. were on-the side. of the 
corporations against the workers. They de- 
nounced -the strikes of the miners as “disloyal,” 
“unpatriotie;” “pro-Hitler” and openly .acted as 


‘ fink-herders, urging the miners to return to-work 
* without a contract -under -the same rotten -wages 


and conditions. 
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™m the Montgomery-Ward strike caused by so 
flagrant a campaign to smash the union that 
even Roosevelt had to make a mock gesture 
against the management, the Stalinists again 


openly acted as strikebreakers. The St. Paul 
Montgomery-Ward workers, under the jurisdic- 
tion of the ILWU led by Harry Bridges, were 


‘forced to scab on their Chicago brothers.’ Harry 


Bridgcs went the length of advocating a per- 


_Menent no-strike pledge. 


The ‘Negro people were counselled to give up 
their militant struggles for equal rights and to 
cairy the shackles of Jim ‘Crow discrimination 


without pretest. . The Stalinists served American 
The Indian masses fighting for independence 
imperialism with equal zeal at home and abroad. 
frum the tyranny of the British colonial despots 
were coudemned by them as “Japanese agents.” 
W sshington’s attempt to impose the Fascist Dar- 
Jan on the French People, and the actual imposi- 
tion of the fascist Badoglio and the fascist Royal 
Family on the Italian masses, were explained 
and excused as “mistakes” of certain “reaction- 
aries” in the State Department. The imperialist 
hate campaign against the German people was 
joined in erthusiastically by the Stalinist press 
and leaders. 


The Truth About Teheran 


In the winter of 1943, after the Teheran con- 
ference of Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill, the 
American Stalinists under Browder’s leadership 
tame to the conclusion that their criminal policy 
in the war should be continued in the postwar 
era. The class struggle was to be discarded not 
only for the “duration” but forever. Socialism 
was declared a utopian dream. In place of social- 
ism Browder ‘embraced the “free enterprise 
system” of monopoly capital, under which, he 
‘promised, the workers would have prosperity, 
speace and plenty. 

Was. this. anti-Marxist opium concocted just 
by Browder, as Duclos and Foster now try to 
make it appear? Nothing could be further from 
the truth! Browder’s line flowed logically from 


‘the Stalinist war policy, after Hitler attacked the 


Soviet Union. In accordance with this. policy, the 
capitalists were waging a “People’s War,” a war 
“for democracy against fascism,” a war for the 


“Four Freedoms” and so on. But why, then, is it . 


not possible. for the capitalists to conclude a 
“People’s Peace”—with freedom and prosperity 


‘for all? Clearly, the logic is on Browder’s side 
‘not that of Duclos or Foster. 


Browder however, did not rely primarily ,on 
“logic.” He was simply echoing Stalin, who 
declared that “the program of action of the 
Anglo-Soviet-American coalition was: 

“Abolition of racial exclusiveness; equality of 
nations and integrity of their territories; libera- 
tion of enslaved nations and restoration of their 
sovereign rights; the right of every nation to 
arrange its affairs as it wishes; economic aid ‘to 
nations that have suffered. and assistance to.them 
in attaining their material welfare; restoration of 
democratic liberties; destruction of the Hitlerite 
regime.” 


What is this if not Browder’s “postwar per- 
spective?” It was enunciated by Stalin one year 
before Teheran, not in a “diplomatic document” 
but in an address to the Moscow Soviet on the 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the October Revolu- 
tion, November 6, 1942. It was reaffirmed by 
Stalin at Teheran. When Duclos indicts Browder 
for “revising Marxism-Leninism,” he is in reality 
indicting Stalin and the entire National Commit- 
tee of the Stalinist Party in this country, and the 
Stalinist parties in the rest of the world. 

Foster’s differences with Browder are merely 
over interpretation and application of a common 
fundamental policy. To be sure, Foster notes the 
similarity between Browder’s line and the “tradi- 
tional revisionism of the Social Democracy,” a 

“reflection in the workers ranks of the class 
interests of the big bourgeoisie” and a tendency 
“to subordinate the workers to the influence of 
reactionary. capitalists.” But in the same breath 
the declares that “Browder’s opportunism has done 
much ‘harm to our otherwise sound wartime 
policy. . .” (Qur emphasis.) 

Like Browder, Foster supported and still sup- 
ports the imperialist war. Like Browder, Foster 
formerly supported Roosevelt and now supports 
Truman. Like Browder, Foster supports the no- 
strike pledge, the policy of national unity and 
the surrender of labor’s interests to the capitalist 
masters. 

The whole difference between Foster and 
Browder is that Foster wants.to make this poison 
‘more palatable to the workers. He was for the 
Roosevelt Administration, but merely proposed to 
“criticize.many errors and shortcomings” and to 


-put a labor -representative in the cabinet to 


‘facilitate the deception of the workers. He is 
against a labor party but doesn’t want to “rule 
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out a third party movement permanently.” He 
favors demands to “curb the monopolies” but 
not their expropriation by 2 workers’ government. 
He supports the international conferences of the 
imperialist robbers, but wants labor to “demand 
representation” so as to sweeten them for con- 
sumption by the workers and soldiers. He agrees 
. with Browder that “Socialism. in our country is 
not an immediate issue,” but does not want to 
forego the demagogic use of “criticism of capital- 


ism as a system of exploitation of the workers. ae 


One need not look into the history books of 
World War I to discover that Foster’ 's variant of 
Browder’s policy conforms to the “traditional 
revisionism of the Social Democracy. a Practically 
all the proposals of Foster, rejected by Browder, 
ean be found in the pages of the New Leader, 
organ of the: American Social Democrats. One 
‘exception can be noted: the Social Democrats, 
who are anti-Stalin and anti-Soviet, were some- 


times: inclined to be more “radical” and more > 


“leftist” than Foster in their criticism of the 
capitalist government and the imperialist war 
policies they supported. Were Lenin alive today 
he would flay Foster as a more dangerous social- 
patriot, a more insidious renegade than Browder, 
just as he denounced Kautsky as more dangerous 
than Scheidemann, the prototypes of Foster and 
Browder in Germany before and after -World 
War I. Foster’s misleadership would have been 
far more persuasive than Browder’s, Lenin would 
have said, and Should be fought as the deadlier 
menace. 

If Foster’s differences with Browder were as 
fundamental as he now tries to make them out 
to be, why did he keep silent all this time? Why 
did he issue a public. denial ‘of differences on the 
C.P.A. National Committee more than a year 
ago? Why did he act as an accomplice in evéry 


one of the crimes he now tries to ead on 
Browder? 

Shameless prostitutes like Foster, Browder, 
Minor and the like are able to accommodate the 
capitalist masters without any qualms. But the 
rank and file Stalinist worker must have hung 
his head ‘in shame. For it was the rank and file 
worker who had to do the dirty work of speeding - 


_up production, sabotaging grievance committees, 


breaking strikes and whooping it up for the im- 
perialist slaughter. It was the rank and file 
Stalinist who had to stifle his most elementary 
feelings of class consciousness and class solidarity 
and black out everything he had learned from 
Marx and Lenin. It was the rank and file Stalinist 
who had to face the bitter enmity of the militant 
workers in the plants and unions who justly 
regarded him as a scab. y 

It is not surprising that tens of thousands 


“quit the Stalinist party in loathing and disgust. 


Duclos stated that 35,000 members of the Com- 
munist Party did not re- -register in the C.P.A. 
And the Stalinist National Committee now con- 
firms this fact, saying that “the growth of the 
Communist movement among the industrial work- 
ers was undoubtedly retarded. ” ‘But there were 
others who went along, sincerely ‘believing that 
this was the only way to fight fascism, that this 
was the only way to defend the Soviet Union. Let 
us draw a balance sheet. For almost six years 
the world has been consumed by the flames of 
war. Europe is a wasteland of ruins, hunger and 
disease. Some 60,000, 000 human beings‘in Europe 
alone are casualties in this most terrible of all 
slaughters. Has fascism been’ exterminated ? Is 
the Soviet Union secured from imperialist attack 
so that it may begin the peaceful work of recon- 


struction? 


The Struggle Against Fascism 


The resolution of the National Board of the 
.C.P.A. now admits that the “economic and social 
roots of fascism in Europe have not been fully 
destroyed. ” And Duclos discovers that ‘GE is 
scarcely necessary to recall that the material 
_ bases for fascism reside,in the trusts. . .” ie., the 
roots: of fascism lie in capitalism, as ewe long 
‘ago pointed out. “It js searcely necessary to 
recall. . .” Indeed! For ten years, with ithe ex- 
ception of the brief period of the Hitler-Stalin 
pact, the Stalinist leaders shouted. from the house- 
tops that fascism was synonomous with “ageres- 


sive imperialist nations” like Germany and Italy, 
that if the workers united with the capitalists 
of “liberty-loving | nations” like the United States 
and Great Britain, fascism ‘would be wiped out. 
Now we hear out of their own mouths that it 
was all a lie.. They knew “they were lying all the 
time. They consciously and deliberately, deceiyed 
the workers that fascism could be destroyed by 
imperialist, war. Now that. humanity groans, under 


-the cross of 60 million European casualties—not 


60 million jobs!—they cynically announce that the 
roots of fascism reside in ithe “trusts” (capital- 
ism.) 
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Far from fascism being destroyed, the Stalinist . 


resolution admits that “. . .the trusts and cartels 
are striving to reconstruct Europe on a reac- 
tionary basis;” that “the most aggressive circles 
of American imperialism are endeavoring to 
secure for themselves political and economic 
domination of the world;” that “reactionary 
_ forces... 
weaken or smash the trade unions;” that “if 
these forces are not checked and defeated America 
and the world will be confrontéd with new, aggres- 
sions’ and wars and the growth of reaction and 
fascism in the: United States.” 


Thus we discover that victory in “the war 


against fascism” — a policy devised not by 
Browder in 1943 but by Stalin and Dimitrov in 
1935—has sharpened the danger of fascism not 
only-in Europe but brought it to the very doorstep 
of the United States itself. Never was there such 
a confession of political bankruptcy! As Marxists, 
we Trotskyists repeated a thousand times before 
the war, during the war—and we repeat again 
today—only the proletarian revolution.can destroy 
fascism. Failing this, imperialist war strengthens 
the very forces which give rise to fascism. The 
ruined cities, the mass hunger, the mass destitu- 
tion, the mass unemployment, 
militarism, will give rise to a new brand of 
fascism—as was the case in. Germany and Italy 
after the last war—unless the working class takes 


are planning a new open shop drive to . 


the growth of | 


its fate into its own hands, uproots capitalism 
and establishes its own socialist society. 


The revolutionary struggle for power by the 
working class is on the order of the day in 
Europe. The masses once again are seeking 
guidance in: the great beacon light of -the 
Bolshevik Revolution. They are ready to begin the 


. struggle for Socialism. But the Stalinist parties 


in Europe and everywhere else, are once again 
paving the way for fascism by bolstering up the 
discredited, tottering capitalist governments, the | 


_ diseased products of a dying system. Stalinist 
‘ ministers have taken posts in the capitalist .gov- 


‘ernments in Italy, France, Belgium and in all the . 
Balkan countries. Except for some division of 
the land’ in the Balkans and Poland, capitalist 
property relations are untouched. The partisans 
have been disarmed and the purge of the fascists 
halted; new capitalist armies and police forces 


_ for the repression of the masses are being rebuilt, 
_the monarchies still keep their thrones. All of 


this is done with the direct support and con- 
nivance of the leaders of the Communist Party. 
Is it any wonder then, that at a time when the 


masses should be marching irresistibly to their 


socialist victory, eliminating every vestige of the 
fascist scum in the process, that fascism looms 
doar as a terrible menace? Years ago Trotsky 
said: “Without ‘Stalin there would be no Hitler.” 


Defense Of The Soviet Union 


How has the Stalinist policy served to defend 
the Soviet Union against imperialist attack? Long 
before the war erupted. in Europe Stalin 


proclairned—contrary to the most fundamental. 


teachings of Lenin—that it was possible for the 
USSR ‘o live in peace with the capitalist world. 
The Kvyemlin’s policy of “People’s Fronts,” 
“collective security,” and “non-aggression pacts” 

led to Munich. Thereupon Stalin staked every- 
thing on his pact with Hitler. When this hope 
exploded in war, the Stalinists next staked every- 
thing on the coalition with Anglo-American im- 
perialism. Death and destruction in the Soviet 
Union—and throughout the world—have stil] not 
put an end .to this monstrous deception. Through- 
out the‘war the Stalinists spread the fiction that 
the military alliance with London.and Washington 
was a guarantee for peaceful cohabitation of the 
“allies” after the war. The exact. opposite has 
again occurred. The morning after the “common” 
’ victory over Germany finds the Soviet Union in 
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sharper antagonism with its capitalist allies than 
ever before. — ; 

Talk of a Third World War, a war against the | 
Soviet. Union, is growing louder every day. The 
resolution of the National Board of the CPA 
admits that “they (Big Business) are trying to 


’ 


_ organize a cordon sanitaire against’ the Soviet 


Union. . .” 
« After almost six years ‘of global catastrophe, 
the Stalinist leaders are forced to recognize that 
_the capitalist class cannot be considered as trust- 
worthy ‘allies of the Soviet Union. But it was 
precisely to retain these capitalist allies that the 
Stalin gang in the Soviet Union, and. its corrupt 
agents in the Communist parties in the rest of 
the world, counselled the workers to make peace 
with their capitalist enemies, to give up the class 
struggle, to abandon the fight for Socialism. 

The Stalin gang which imposed the policy of 
class peace, national unity and surrender to. capi- 
talism on all the Communist parties, has con- 


verted the Soviet Union into a heaven of special 


privileges, huge salaries and unrestricted lux- 
uries for marshals and bureaucrats, and a hell 
of inequality, poverty and repression for the 
soldiers and workers. The defense of the Soviet 
Union demands first and foremost the independ- 
ent action of the working class for the extension 
of the October Revolution throughout the world. 
This is what Lenin taught. This is what the 
Stalinists have betrayed. The defense of the 
Soviet Union—the restoration of workers’ democ- 
racy and the elevation of the living standards 
of the Soviet masses—demands a political strug- 
gle for the overthrow by the workers of the 
Stalm gang in the USSR. 


* £ & ; 


The latest tactical. maneuver of the Stalinists 
is inaugurated amid a great fanfare about the 
establishment of “genuine inner democracy” -in 
the C:\P.A. This “democracy” is just as fraud- 
ulent as the maneuver itself. The discussion that 
has opened will not culminate in a genuine demo- 


cratic convention to decide the policy: and the . 


leadership. This discussion serves no other pur- 
pose than to keep the criticism of the Stalinist 
jeadership within limits set in advance, to pre- 
vent the membership from linking Browder’s 
treachery with the treachery of Stalin. It is de- 
signed to avoid any examination of the policy 
that would disclose its fountainhead, and its real 
social-patriotic' roots. 

Democracy is excluded in the ranks. of the 
Stalinist parties. Only bureaucratic regimenta- 
tion can serve parties’ advocating. and carrying 
out the program of the class enemy. 

As events unfold, the members of the C.P.A. 
who permit their voices to be stifled will look 
back upon the period of World War II with the 
. deepest shame for the crimes-of Stalinism .and 
for the counter-revolutionary role they were 
duped into playing. Many workers in the C.P.A. 
ean remember the revulsion which occurred among 
the Social-Democratie workers for the role play- 
ed by their official parties and leaders in sup- 
port of the imperialist masters. Just as the So- 
cial-Democrats were hated and cursed by: the 


‘of capitalism with its wars, 


révolutionists a generation ago, the revolution- 
ary workers will learn to despise the Browders 
and -the Fosters and the Duclos with that hatred 


_ that is reserved for scabs and renegades. They 


will learn that the first condition for class-strug-— 

gle policies is a complete break with Stalinism 

and all its policies and methods. 
Trotsky’s Communists will become the rally- 


‘ing force for all the: revolutionists, for all the 


militant workers after this war, just as Lenin’s 
Communists were the rallying force after the 
last war? That, is why the Stalinist leaders car- 
ried on their. hate and slander campaign against 
the Trotskyists. That is why the Trotskyists: 
who—like Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Lieb- 
knecht, Eugene Debs and other internationalists 
in the war of 1914-1918—opposed the imperialist 
conflict to redivide the world, have been reviled 
by the Stalinist leaders in language lifted-from 
the red-baiting Hearst press, the American Le- 


-gion and the Ku Klux Klan. That is why they 


will intensify their poison-pen propaganda in the 
days to come. 

The Socialist Workers Party and the world 
Trotskyist. parties are the only workers, organ- 
izations which can hold their heads high with pride 
in their unsullied banner. We are the only or- 
ganization which pursued a Marxist-Leninist 
policy throughout the war in the great tradition 
of ‘Liebknecht and Lenin, Ours was the only true 
struggle against fascism; ours was the only true 
defense-cf the USSR. Not for a moment did we 
suspend the revolutionary socialist struggle. We 
did not tell any lies about the character of the 
war. We told only the truth. We tirelessly ex- 
posed the deception of the Stalinists, the Social- 
Democrats and all the other flunkies of imper- 


ialism. For this 18 of our leaders were thrown 


-into prison. But our party was not destroyed, 


not even weakened. It grew stronger under 
persecution and is now rallying more and more 
revolutionary militants under its banner of un- 
compromising struggle against the rotten system 
its poverty, its 
oppression. , 


Reprinted from THE MILITANT June 16, 1945 


- THE MILITANT 
116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y. 
The only newspaper in this country that tells the truth 
_ about labor's struggles for a better world. 
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THE DOWNFALL o- BROWDER ~ 


Real Meaning of Latest Shift in Tactical Line of American Stalinists 
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New York City e eee ee : oe 
ak JAMES P. CANNON 
Ad National Secretary, SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY | 


James P. Cannon is one of the founders and prominent lead- 


ers of American Communism. In 1928 he was a delegate to the 


FRIDAY 
August 3 


Sixth World Congress of the Communist International. On his 


return he raised the banner of Trotskyism in this country. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Form No.1 
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TITLE 


— sanies P.BaNnon, with CHARACTER OF cast 
Oe aeecel INTERNAL SECURITY = SWP 


af 


pee Re ek 
«| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Gay 6 NA / CANNON, National Secretary of SWP, is directing 


discouraging unification of SWP with WP as advocated 

by ALB “GOLDMAN of the Minority Faction, CANNON 

“e called a plenum of the National Committee in N.Y.C. 
i. on 10/5/45 to discuss unification, However, no 

af statement has been issued, Subject spoke before 

My mass meeting of SWP at Hotel Diplomat, N.Y.C, on 

11/4/45 celebrating 28th anniversary of Russian 

Revolution. On 10/3/45 CANNON sent cable to General 

DE GAULLE protesting to French arrest of Indo-Chinese 
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wt ee The Se oe, 


REFERENCE; Bureau File. 100-159214. 
Bureau File %6%<210526. 
Report of Special Agent Carlton M. Dillard, New 


York, 8/29/45 


DETAILS: Confidential Informant T-1 reported that CANNON has 
been concerned during the past six months with the 
influence of the Minority Faction within the panty 
and is trying to avoid a second split in the party 

similar to that of, 1939 and 1940. The Informant reported that all alonge 

CANNON has been ogposed to unification of the WP with the SWP particuld@rAy 

fearing that MAXY$HACHTMAN's plan was to unite the two parties and shgytly 

thereafter, split\away taking with him a larger percentage than he br&ught 
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in. 


According to the Informant, the Minority Faction 
has been more prominent in New York ity than in any other locality in the 
country and CANNON is keeping GRAC ARLSON, National Committee member, as 
a "reserve minute woman" to be sent out on a moment's notice to counteract 
any influence which the Minority Faction may bring to bear on branches through- 
out the country. e stated that ALBERT GOLDMAN, leader of the Minority Faction, 
has not been favprably received by any branch outside of New York. However, 
the Minority Ee€tion represents roughly ten per cent of the SWP membership. 


Confidential Informant T=2 made available copies of 
the mingtes Of& the SWP Political Committee reflecting that the subject was 
preserit at meetings held in New York City on April 14, July 12 and July 39, 
. The minutes of July 12, 1945 reflected that, CANNON, under the alias 
TER, and ALBERT GOLDMAN, under the alias ofMORRISON, engaged in 
a dispute concerning the WP and SWP unification proposal, CANNON cross~ 
examined GOLDMAN and accused him of carrying on negotiations with members 
of the WP not authorized by the executive committee. ‘hen CANNON asked oo 
... the question,, "With, whom, of the WP and how many times had you discussed _ i os 
“‘Ynification?", GOLDMAN refused to answer stating CANNON was taking the matter , 
‘ too far. CANNON claimed he was only trying to find out which party GOLDMAN 
.° is working for, . 

Confidential Informant T~1 stated.that a communication . * 
from CANNON was read before the Chelsea Branch of the SWP on August 31, 1945 | 
informing that the Political Committee had authorized a sub-committee to meet 
with representatives of the WP to discuss and explain the possibility of ‘the 
two parties uniting. Tl also advised that CANNON ordered’a plenum of the 
National Committee menbers which was held on October 4 and 5, 1945 at 116 
University Place, New York City, to consider the entire problem of unification. 

The Informant stated that as yet, the National Committee has not issued a 
statement reflecting the decision drawn by this plenum on unification. 


The "Militant" dated October 20, 1945 reflected that 
on October 13, 1945 the subject sent a cable to General CHARLES DE GAULLE, 
president of the French Provisipna Government, stating that the SWP strongly: 
protested to the arrest of DRT IDUGATAO and a. delegation of forty-two, 
representing twenty-five thousand Indo-Chinese living in Paris. CANNON demanded 
that the Indo-Chinese be given full opportunity to present their case against 
imperialism to the French people and the people of the entire world, 


Confidential Informant T-1 reported that CANNON spoke 
briefly before a mass meeting of the SWP held at the Hotel Diplomat, West 43rd 


votes 
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Street, New York City, on November 4, 1945, celebrating the 28th anniversary Boas 
of the Russian revolution. According to the Informant, CANNON reviewed the eas 
roles of LENIN and TROTSKY in acheiving the first workers' state in Russiag - 

He also portrayed STALIN's role when he took power and how STALIN completely 

rejected the international character of the revolution which was theoretically 

expounded by MARX and ENGEIS. In a very ironic manner, CANNON criticized the 

American Communist and the revoluticnary tactics of BROWDER and FOSTER, stating 

that BROWDER so deviated from the path of the revolutionists that he would be 

willing to shake hands with the greates capitalist of all, J. P. MORGAN. 


In conclusion, CANNON urged those who still had faith 
in the movement to join handswth the true followers of TROTSKY and unite as 
‘members. of the party. 

A discreet inquiry made of the elevator operator at 


126 West llth Street, New York City, reflected that the subject is still residing 
at that address, 


--PENDING- 


NY 100—25905 ho 
UNDEVELOPED LADS 
_ , NEW_YORK: ' 
: At New York, New Yorks 
x Will continue to follow and report the subject's : 
activities in the SWP. , 
t 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The following Confidential Infofmants were mentioned 
o the veDory of Special Agent CARLTON M, DILLARD, da d at New York on December 


T=-1 Operator #15, 


ew York City Police . aoe 
Department, Ne 
Cj 


O BroomeStreet, New York 


© Pad ho furnished cntonnation to 
‘(the~Detroit”office which was later sub= 
mitted to the New York Office in Detroit 


letter of October 10, 1945. 


The above Informants were given Temporary. symbols 
becuase of the nature of the information they furnished, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject, white, presently resides 

126 West llth Street, Ne¥.C. and 
maintains position National Secretary 
of Socialist Workers Party located at 
116 University Place, New York City. 
Subject born PLLLLIO at Mosedale, 
Kansase . 

_ England, Subject's Scat cee Geo 
KARSNER, born 1889 in Moinesti, Rumanias _. 
Both her parents born Rumania. 


aPait 


REFERENCES: Bureau File #100“159214 
eee ee, ¥ Bureau File 
Bae ee Bureau letter to all SAC's dated March 12, 
At ale 1946, series 1946, #28. 
seer = Report of Special Agent Caiton Me Dillard, 
“a dated 12/20/45, at New York, N.Y. 


DETAILS: \eb | Ad oO ye At New York, N.Ye 
Sap nee etl 


Ne At Lecal Board #16, 45 Astor Place, New York 
City, subpct's Selective Service file was reviewed by Reporting Agent and 
this reflected tha subject was born February 11, 1890 at Rosedale, Kansas 
and resides at 126 West llth Street, New York City. This address of subject 
was verified on ay 15, 19464 The file reflects subject is white. 


On May 21, 1946, a discreet telephone call to ; 
the National Socialist Workers Party Headquarters, 116 University Place, 7. 


produced the information that the oun sect: Pax ie Habjenal Secretary of thé : 
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Socialist Workers Party. 


At the office of the U.S. Department of Probation for the 
; Southern District of New York, subject's probation file #15532 
f reflects that subject's father, JOHN CANNON, was born in England in — 
1858, while his mother, ANN HACKETT, who was also born in Fregland, 
is deceased. ‘This file further reflects that the subject married 
his first wife, LISTA MAKENSON, in Pekin, Illinois in 1913 and at 
present she is deceased. According to this file, subject married a he 
second wife, ROSE GREENBERG KARSNER, in New York in 1929 


Tt should be noted that Special Employee Investigator 

Wade Fuller made a complete check of the mrriage licensesmaintained 
at the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Manhattan, as did Special Agent 
‘WILLIAM O. McCUR in the boroughs of Queens, Brooklyn and Bronx, with 
bse negative results as to this last weddings However, Special Employee . 

Investigator Fuller checked mrriage license #24586, Manhattan, beet a 
dated, September 7, 1911, which reflects the marriage of subject's as 
uae present wife to DAVID FULTON KARSNER. This certificate indicated 
that subject's wife, ROSE GREENBERG KARSNER, was born in Moinesti, 
Rumania in 1889 of JOSEPH GREENBERG and YETTE SPITZER GREENBERG, both i. 
of whom were also born in Rumania. No further information was. 
available concerning the parents of subject's wife. 


The Indices of the New York FieldDivsion were checked 
but failed to disclose any activity on the part of subject since the 
date of the last report. 


-~-PENDING=-#* 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At New York, N.Ye. i 


Will continue to follow and report subject's activities 
in the Socialist Workers Partye 


